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By Mary Pom Claiborne
Chief Library Liaison
What does a Jazz Festival
have to do with libraries?
Or Wii? or art? If you think
of a library as a collection
of collections, then nearly
everything has to do with
libraries. Not so long ago,
Knox County Public Library
loaned out art work. You
could check out a painting,
hang it over your couch,
and return it a few months
later. In California, one system had a tool library. Doit-yourselfers could check
out a chain saw and get to
work. The current trend is
checking out a HUMAN.
True. If you need an expert
on a certain subject, you're
likely to find a real live human for loan, although you
must have a current library
card.
Loaning art, tools, and
humans isn't so far fetched,
though we don't do that
here at the moment. But a
Jazz Festival is an extension of our fabulous music
collection. Bringing in
musicians for concerts is
much like bringing in an
author for a book signing.
For all our programming
at the Knox County Public
Library, we are so pleased
to have the support of
the Friends. The Friends’
investment in our library
system brings so many
of our collections to life
—from the Big Read to teen
programs and the Children's Festival of Reading.
The library provides the
collection, and our Friends
bring them to life.

From the Desk of the President

The Many Mighty Voices of Friends
With summer comes the end of Friends of the Library’s
fiscal year. We are hoping that many of you will join us at the
Unitarian Church on Tuesday, July 20, for the covered dish/annual meeting get-together. At this event we will recount some of
the highlights of the past year.
Knox Friends’ many voices have been raised throughout
the year to support our mission: “To foster a love of libraries,
books and reading in the Knox County Area through commuOn behalf of the Friends,
nity outreach, advocacy and support of the Knox County Public
Suzanne Freeman
Library System and staff.” Have you heard these voices?
accepts the Be More
An ensemble from the Book Sale Committee helped local
Award from Wes Cowan
school
libraries. Belle Morris and Maynard Elementary received
of the PBS program Hisbooks
when
the Friends partnered with All Soul’s Church which
tory Detectives.
provided funding. Other voices brought reading materials to
areas like Florence Crittenden, the Juvenile Detention Center, and Tribe One with Shoe Box
Libraries. Many volunteers’ voices were heard by Head Start children, who then received a
book to take home at the end of the five-week session.
Additional voices spoke up for reading among the young. After the book sale, FOL
voices sang “Happy Birthday” at the Imagination Library’s celebratory Cake Bake. We will
continue to sing Imagination Library’s praises to all in Knox County. Another FOL voice
helped to summon the teen author Gary Paulsen, who came to lecture at UT. Very happy
voices supported the Children’s Festival of Reading in May.
Voices chimed in with the Knoxville News Sentinel ‘s Empty Stocking program to give
1,000 books to adults to help them become reading role models for their children. Still other
voices gave the News Sentinel the opportunity to buy each child a book from our collection to
accompany the toy put in the stocking—a bargain for both organizations.
Were you a part of the thundering chorus at our unbelievable Book Sale at the end of
February and first of March? Perhaps you were part of the smaller choir that sorted, packed
up, and moved those books all year long. Maybe your voice is heard at Friends@Rothrock
every day.
The advocate’s voice raised questions about library-related issues put to all candidates
running for county offices.
All our voices cheered when the Friends received the Be More Award from EPTV in the
category of the arts.
The Knox County Library is an important player in the continuing effort of our area to
raise the level of education and productivity of its citizens. Please continue to add your voice
to ours in making Friends of Knox County Libraries a strong and vibrant chorus supporting
the Knox County Library.

FOL Annual Meeting & Volunteer Appreciation Potluck
At Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on July 20
Dinner, a Little Business, and Fun
FOL will provide the meat and drinks.
Members (grouped by last name) will provide the following:

A-F: Salad

G-M: Vegetable

N-Z: Dessert

RSVP to Elnora at 947-6773 so that FOL can track who is
reading the newsletter. Even if you don’t call, come on anyway!
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Year in Review: Annual Report July 2010

Numbers Tell the Story

1,000 members of Friends of
the Library
11,300 estimated hours of
service
200+ annual book sale volunteers
200,000+ used books donated to
book sale by citizens and from
library withdrawals
$5,000 pledged annually to
Imagination Library through
2011
$40,000 allocated by Friends for
library expenditures during the
next fiscal year
100 volunteers per month working at Friends@
Rothrock Used Book Shop

Proposed Investments
For 2010-2011
$2,604 Materials, Support for
Branches
6,500 Summer Library Club
2,000 The Big Read
1,000 Close Read
3,100 Spanish Language Computer Classses
5,000 Knox Jazz Festival
		

Documentary Film

2,035 Heartland Series
		

Preservation

2,023 Digital Read Projection
Screen for
		

McClung

3,500 Teen Programming
$33,762 Total

Month-by-Month Log of Activities

July 2009
Held annual meeting, a potluck supper to celebrate volunteers
August 2009
Held luncheon meeting to orient new board members
Launched new website (www.knoxfriends.org)
Sponsored Robert Loest Memorial School Library Project to upgrade libraries
n Maynard Elementary with $500 grant from All Souls Church
n Belle Morris with grant from the Office of Instructional Materials and
Library Services
September 2009
Participated in and supported library’s Big Read of Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo
Anaya with $2,000 fund
		 Supported Imagination Library by setting up Pay Pal account for online gifts by
credit card
Nominated for Be More Award for the Arts offered by ETPTV to recognize “the
often unsung heroes of the East Tennessee nonprofit community”
October 2009
Sponsored staff appreciation lunches delivered to Lawson McGhee and all 17
branches
Partnered with Burlington Branch to raise $500 at a mini book sale
Conducted membership drive at all branches
Began fall session of reading to Head Start classes for five weeks
Began Shoebox Library at Florence Crittenden Family Center
November 2009
Held book drive at Lady Vols’ basketball game when donors of books gained 		
free admission
Continued support of teen programming and Spanish language computer 		
classes
Purchased new computer for FOL office
Purchased 120 new books for Head Start children to take home
December 2009
Sold 1,800 children’s books for the Knoxville News Sentinel’s Empty Stocking
program; donated 1,000 books to be given to adults
February 2010
Received the Be More Award for the Arts from ETPTV
Held annual used book sale February 27-March 6; earned $50,000
Participated in Tennessee Library Legislative Day In Nashville
March 2010
Co-sponsored appearance of young-adult author Gary Paulsen
Helped Imagination Library raise money at the Great Cake Bake
Presented five copies of This Book Is Overdue to KCPL in honor of staff
April 2010
Began Shoebox Library with Tribe One
Asked mayoral candidates their views on library funding at forum sponsored by
League of Women Voters and Society of Professional Journalists
Sent questionnaire to candidates for mayor and County Commission; published
responses on web page
Launched Facebook page; held Facebook workshops for board members
May 2010
Participated in Friends of Tennessee Libraries’ annual meeting in Crossville
Supported Children’s Festival of Reading with $5,000 grant; raised $2,400 selling used books for children
June 2010
Promoted Western Writers of America roundtable discussion
Supported KCPL:’s Summer Library Club with $6,500 in funding
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Committees Report Activities
ADVOCACY. During this election season the Advocacy Committee has been busy. We developed a questionnaire for commission and mayor candidates and posted their responses on
the FOL website. We met with Tim Burchette before the primary. The committee plans to meet
with winners of commission races after the August election. Here is our message: Friends of
the Library is the Voice of the Public to the Library and Voice of the Library to the Public.—Lillian Mashburn, chair

Advocates Ginna Mashburn, left, and Lillian
Mashburn attended the
April 16 candidates’ forum
sponsored by the League of
Women Voters and the Society of Professional Journalists at West High School.

BOOK SALE. A number of factors made the 2010 Annual Used Book Sale an exceptional
event with a total sale of $59,778. Among those factors were 3,500 boxes of well-organized
books, another day added to the sale, longer hours for shopping, broad publicity, and improved signage. Particularly notable was an amazing crew of volunteers, those who sorted the
books, those who helped to move them into the Convention Center, and whose who staffed
the sale, including an energetic staff of high school students offering Curbside Delivery. For
more details, see our website.—Maggie Carini, co-chair
COMMUNICATIONS.The Friends’ Facebook page is now subscribed to by over 400! This line
of communication, created for FOL by James Gill, gives the organization yet another way of
staying in contact with and perhaps even recruiting members at no cost. Any Facebook subscriber may add a post, but official entries from the organization will be posted by administrators Abby Wintker (info@knoxfriends.org) and Gururas Khalsa. FOL’s website and newsletter
will continue to make the public aware of library-related issues.—Gay Hurst, chair
FOUNDATION. The East Tennessee Community Design Center and its architecture consultant, Jeff Johnson, helped the Foundation Board to evaluate three possible sites for a new
central library: the L & N properties, a Marble Alley component, and the old Baptist Hospital.
Applying agreed-upon criteria, the committee indicated a slight preference for Baptist Hospital. Yet the study revealed that all three sites would be costly, and each has drawbacks. For
instance, while Baptist Hospital offers lots of accessible parking, its location across the river
from downtown is a drawback. The process left us with an appreciation of the East Tennessee
Community Design Center and its professional staff, a better understanding of three possible
locations, and an instrument for evaluating other sites in the future. Committed to helping
locate the ideal property for a new central library, the Foundation Board is confident that when
the economy improves, county government will recognize the crucial need for a new facility to
service our far-flung branch system.—Ginna Mashburn. co-chair
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Seemingly inexhaustible,
170 volunteers made the
Annual Used Book Sale
possible.

HEAD START. For five weeks in April and May, volunteers read children’s books (borrowed
from the Knox County Public LIbrary collection) to eight Head Star classes at the Claxton
West Center. A favorite book was How Do Dinosaurs Say Good Night? by Jane Yolen. The
children asked for it again and again. Another hit was Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, a copy of
which each child received, compliments of the Friends.—Janet Oakes, chair
MEMBERSHIP. We are well on our way to 1,500 members. On the Members Only Preview
Day in February, 122 newcomers signed up and 49 members renewed; in the two weeks
before the Annual Used Book Sale, 62 joined or renewed their membership. These numbers
compare favorably with records from 2009 when 124 enrolled on Preview Day and 34 joined
in two weeks before the sale opened.—Bonny Naugher, chair
SHOEBOX. Shoebox continues to contribute to the community by becoming a partner with the
Tribe One School, providing much-needed general library materials: encyclopedias, dictionaries, gardening books for the school’s planned garden, and fiction for young adults. Friends
have also sent materials to the Hillcrest South nursing facility, especially talking/audio books,
colorful magazines, and VHS movie tapes. Shoebox Libraries also plans to partner with
Brakebill Facility. Finally, the chair will work with Linda Meier to weed and revitalize an existing
collection for ESL and GED classes at Knoxville Adult High School.—Dottie Stamper, chair
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Maggie Carini Receives FOTL Award

By Gay Hurst
Chair, Communications Committee
Each year at its annual meeting, Friends
of Tennessee Libraries (FOTL) presents
awards to those who have
made outstanding contributions to their local groups.
The award is a certificate
and $100. Friends of Knox
County Public Library
(FOL) is proud that Maggie
Carini was honored at the
FOTL annujal meeting in
Crossville on May 14.
Suzanne Freeman,
FOL’s president, nominated

n Selling gardening books at the plant
sale of UT Gardens
n Selling children’s books at the Children’s Festival of Reading
n Establishing Shoe Box
Libraries at the jail, Volunteer Ministries, highrise elderly apartments,
nursing homes, Juvenile
Detention Center
n Partnering with two
inner city elementary
schools and sponsors
to get books from the
Friends’ collection to
their school libraries
n Distributing books to
Maggie in this way::
adults participating in the
Maggie Carini’s conMaggie Carini
Knoxville News Sentinel
tributions to Friends
Empty
Stocking
Fund
of the Knox County Public Library go
n Bringing in $60,000 from the Used
back much longer than two years. ReBook Sale in 2010
cruited by Julie Webb to Knox Friends,
Through Maggie’s urging the local
she served as President of FOL and
Friends have become much more insince 2007 has managed our Used
volved in many areas of our community
Book Sale. She also established Rothrough partnering with various groups
throck, our daily bookshop in the main
to promote literacy and love of reading.
library. It was through her urging that
Maggie is a super Friend.
the Friends asked our Representative
In addition to Maggie, Diane Donner of
Bill Dunn to sponsor a bill that would
Dyersburg,
Martha Thomas of the Friends
exempt Friends of libraries from payof
the
W.
G.
Rhea Public Library in Paris,
ing sales tax [unless they earned over
Jim
and
Sandra
Purcell of Crossville’s Art
$100,000]. Some of the creative ways
Circle
Library
Foundation,
and Ex Libris
that she has expanded the library’s
Library
Extension
Program
of Blount County
presence in Knoxville include finding
Friends
of
the
Library
also
received
awards
ways to cooperate with other groups/
for
outstanding
service
to
their
areas.
organizations in the area:

Robert Loest Library Project Grant Goes to Belle Morris

Librarian Martha Koho, right, fourth grader
Kelcey, and PTA board member Linda
Estridge are proud of the new books in their
library.

The library of Belle Morris Elementary
School in North Knoxville was the recipient
of the second Robert Loest School Library
Project grant. All Souls Episcopal Church
in downtown Knoxville provided $500 to
purchase books selected by the school
librarian, Martha Koho, from the Friends’
collection. The collaborative project was the
brainchild of its namesake Robert Loest,
who died suddenly earlier this year.
This
coupon is
redeemable for library and
classroom
treats.

Be More Trophy
Honors Friends
On February 25 the

Friends of Knox County
Public Library received the
Be More Award from East
Tennessee Public Television in recognition of the
organization’s work that
inspires “our community
and everyday people to ‘Be
More.’”
Mary Pom Claiborne, chief
library liaison, nominated
the Friends in the category
of the arts.
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Kicking Off Summer
At World’s Fair Park

There is no doubt that
the Knox County Public
Library knows how to kick
off the summer. The Children’s Festival of Reading
brought a host of authors,
illustrators, and storytellers to the World’s Fair Park
for a fun-filled day when
a variety of organizations
provided information and
activities for parents and
children. Of course FOL
was there promoting reading and selling books for
children as well. And sell
we did—over $2,000 worth.
Once again thanks go to
our stalwart volunteers,
who cheered the sunshine,
carried almost 100 heavy
boxes of books to the site,
and sold books throughout
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the day-long festival.

Satisfied Customer

The Annual Used Book
Sale is a wonderful opportunity to meet new readers who often have great
experiences to share. At
the 2010 sale a customer
found a special book for
her husband’s birthday
but was disappointed
to see that it had been
inscribed so she rejected
it and continued shopping.
But she found nothing to
her liking and returned
to her original discovery,
which, she realized, was
the perfect book after all. It
was inscribed to a loving
husband whose first name
happened to be the same
as her husband’s. And it
was signed by a loving
wife, whose name not only
was the same as hers but
was also spelled in the
way!
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Bibliomysteries Make Great Summer Reading
By Jeff Johnson

Do you like books? Do you like mysteries? How about both in one story?
Assuming that members of the Friends
of the Library are generally booklovers, it
would seem that the literary genre of “bibliomystery” would be appealing. A bibliomystery is a mystery novel that has a book
or manuscript at the core of the puzzle or,
alternately, is a mystery where the majority
of the action takes place in a bookstore or library. There is also a related genre—biblioliterature—that has the same focus except that
the story is more general in nature and does
not fit the definition of “mystery.” A recent and
popular example of
“biblioliterature” is
Pulitzer-Prize-winning author Geraldine Brooks’ s The

People of the Book
(2008), a work
that traces the
history of a rare
illuminated Jewish
prayer book from
today’s world back
through time to its
creation using the
personal stories of
its various owners
or guardians along
the way.
But getting
back to bibliomysteries, what
follows is an
idiosyncratic list of
some of the best of the lot.
A perennial favorite is Christopher Morley’s The Haunted Bookshop (1919). Set in
Manhattan during World War I, almost all of
the action in the story takes place within the
walls of the quintessential bookshop. Spies,
bombs, young love and a fair amount of

philosophizing by the bookshop owner makes
this an appealing story for book lovers.

Murder in the Bookshop (1936) by
former librarian and publisher’s wife Carolyn
Wells was just one adventure of her series’
sleuth Fleming Stone. Stone is one of those
Sherlock Holmes-like master detectives so
popular in the early twentieth century. A quiet
scholarly type, fond of good books and good
manners, Stone is called in to solve some
invariably "impossible" crime when all the resources of local law enforcement have failed.
The first of a series that began in 1977,
Lawrence Block’s The Burglar in the Closet
showcases a semi-retired cat burglar turned
rare bookshop owner
Bernie Rhodenbarr.
Bernie prefers, usually,
to run his bookshop, but
circumstances seem to
conspire to have him
return to his former profession as thief to help
out the deserving and
not-so-deserving. Rare
books or manuscripts
usually play a key role in
the plots.
One of the most
popular bibliomysteries of the 20th century
was Umberto Eco’s The

Name of the Rose
(1983), a mystery set in a
14th century monastery.
Franciscan friar William
of Baskerville and his assistant Adso, a Benedictine novice, investigate a series of murders at
the monastery that is set to host an important
religious debate. A book of humor with poisoned pages lies at the heart of the mystery.

The Name of the Rose was later made into
a film starring Sean Connery as William and
Christian Slater as Adso.
See “More Bibliomysteries,” p. 7
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More Bibliomysteries Continued from p. 6
Also published in 1983, was Will
Harris’s The Bay Psalm Book Murder. A university r librarian of rare books is found dead
in the street clutching a copy of The Bay

Psalm Book, the very first book published in
the United States.
John Dunning’s Booked to Die (1992),
also a series first, features Cliff Janeway
who is a Denver
police detective at the
beginning of the plot
and a rare-bookshop
owner by the end.
The mystery revolves
around the murder
of a book scout and
the whereabouts of
a collection of rare
first editions. Others
in the series are The
Bookman's Wake (1995), The Bookman's
Promise (2004), The Sign of the Book (2005)
and The Bookwoman's Last Fling (2006).
Another bibliomystery
that was turned into a popular
movie was Arturo PerezReverte’s The Club Dumas
(1996). Set in Europe, the plot
features Spanish book scout
Lucas Corso in his search for
antique books that bring death
wherever they turn up. While
the film, called The Ninth Gate
and starring Johnny Depp as
Lucas, was entertaining, the
book features a richer and
more complex plot.
More recent bibliomysteries include
Martha Cooley’s The Archivist (1998) and
Lev Grossman’s Codex (2004). The former
features a widowed rare book librarian who
is tasked with protecting and cataloging a
group of letters between poet T. S. Eliot and
his wife. The latter involves a young banker
who is investigating the library inherited by
his clients, said to include an ancient form of

book known as a codex.
Published in 2008, Sheridan Hays’s The

Secret of Lost Things is the story of an eighteen-year-old Tasmanian orphan Rosemary
who arrives in New York and takes a job at
a vast, chaotic emporium of used and rare
books called the Arcade. Her diverse and eccentric co-workers and a missing manuscript
of Herman Melville’s are the main elements
in the mystery.
The most recent bibliomystery to catch
my attention is Hound (2009) by Vincent
McCaffrey. It is the first novel by McCaffrey,
who for 30 years ran a rare bookshop in Boston. The “hound” of the novel is Henry Sullivan, a book scout or “hound,” and the story
involves both the murder of a client’s wife
but also the life of a woman long dead that
Henry tries to piece together from a cache of
letters discovered behind a false wall in an
old Boston house.
A true-life bibliomystery, The Man Who

Loved Books Too Much (2009)
is the tale of unrepentant book
thief John Charles Gilkey, who
stole a fortune in rare books
from stores around the coun-

Friends@Rothrock
Update: Going Up

Never enough paperbacks!
Customers want them for
travel, to tuck into a pocket
or purse, or to share with
friends. Given our limited
horizontal shelf space, the
solution was to go vertical. We bought a spinning
book rack and now we
have a great selection of
mass-market paperbacks
for sale. It’s easy to see
what’s available—always
at the great price of 50
cents.
The new art exhibit at
Rothrock is a collection by
multi-media artist Shelagh
Leutwiler. Shelagh creates
her prints in a technique
known as collography,
which combines sculpture,
embossment, and printmaking to achieve a beautiful antique appearance.
Specials: In July, East
Tennessee and British
Isles heritage; in August,
reference.

try. But Gilkey did not steal the
books to sell; he just wants to
own them. Gilkey is eventually tracked down by the equally
obsessed Ken Sanders, the
self-appointed "bibliodick"
driven to catch him. Sanders,
a lifelong rare book collector
and dealer turned amateur detective, will stop at nothing to catch the thief
plaguing his trade. Journalist Allison Hoover
Bartlett becomes involved in the investigation before it is completed and has to work to
maintain her objective point of view.
With the exception of the Carolyn Wells
novel from 1936, I believe all of these books
are readily available at the Knox County
Public Library or at your favorite book stores.
They all make great summer reading!

Clare Serrell is one of dozens of volunteers who staff
Friends@Rothrock.
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