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pandemic.
“They volunteer to be part of this 

book club all year long,” she said. 
Usually they get through five books, 
and they get to keep every book 
they read.

The kids make a slideshow about 
each book and present it. They also 
have a celebration at the end of 
the year. Last year they went to the 
South Knoxville restaurant Little 
Tokyo and had their dinner cooked 
in front of them.

The girls on Tuesday were pleased 
to have a guest, but they’re hoping 
to lure a bigger fish.

“Can we bring Dolly Parton?” one 
asked, with the others quickly piling 
on their pleas. “Why don’t you ask 
her,” said Nicely. “You might have 
a lot more power to ask her than I 
would.”

The principal had the girls study 
the front and back covers of the 
book to see what they could learn 
from them. The art on the front 

Six fifth-graders from South 
Knoxville Elementary School are 
journeying to Alaska the next few 
weeks – through the pages of a 
book.

A new school year means another 
chapter of the SKE Book Club, 
which Dr. Tanna Nicely, the school’s 
principal, just launched for the 
seventh time. She introduced their 
lead-off book, Julie of the Wolves by 
Jean Craighead George, at their first 
meeting on Tuesday.

Tanna Nicely has book club 
members, including Emma 
Clabough, Dianna Chandler and 
Chloe Clouse, search for information 
about Julie of the Wolves.

“The first book we’re going to read 
I’m choosing for you,” Nicely told the 
six girls gathered around her office 
at lunchtime. “It’s a classic. It’s really 
a neat book about a strong woman.”

“Ooh, that would fit us very well!” 
said one of the girls excitedly.

Nicely agreed.
Seven is the largest number the 

principal has ever had with the 
lunch bunch. One year she started 
with three, but more came along. 
She even had a boy join once. She 
kept the club going online when 
school was closed during the 

South Knoxville Elementary Book Club 
Embraces Challenges

The Best
Friendsof

This article by Betsy Pickle was published in 
“Knox TN Today” on September 7, 2022, and 
is republished with their permission (www.

knoxtntoday.com). Dr. Nicely is a member of 
Friends of the Library’s Board of Directors

Photo: Emma Clabough, Keylee Hodge, 
principal Tanna Nicely, Brooklynn Lewis, 

India Matthews, Dianna Chandler and Chloe 
Clouse. Photo by Betsy Pickle
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shows a wolf and a young woman wearing a 
fur hood. The girls surmised that the story is 
set somewhere cold, possibly Alaska. Nicely 
also pointed out that the words “Winner of 
the Newbery Medal” are on the front and 
asked if anyone had heard of the Newbery 
Medal.

No one had, so she gave them an overnight 
assignment: Find out what the Newbery 
Medal is, report back on Wednesday, “and 
you’ll get something special from me.”

The back cover has a synopsis and a 
collection of critics’ quotes. Nicely said one of 
them, “an absorbing story,” made her think 
of choosing the novel – which she had read 
years ago when she was in school – for the 
club.

“I’ve read this book several times, and I’m 
going to read it again with you all,” she said. 
“I love it.”

Nicely told them that when she was a 
young reader checking out books from the 
Mascot branch of the Knox County Public 
Library, she loved books by Judy Blume 
and Laura Ingalls Wilder. She shared that 
her husband is fond of westerns – not scary 
stories – by Stephen King. “Who’s that?” one 
girl asked.

“If I have a really good book, I’ll read it more 
than once,” said Nicely. “That’s why part of 
this book club is, you keep the book after 

you’ve read it. And then someday you’ll start 
your own library, and some of you might 
want to go back and refer to this book.”

The assignment for next week is to read 40 
pages and be able to discuss them with the 
group. Forty is the minimum, she said.

“Last year, we had a girl who read the book 
in two weeks.”

After the girls headed back to class, Nicely 
talked about what the members get from 
the book club.

“We don’t just talk about books; we talk 
about all kinds of stuff in this club,” adding 
that she even slips in a little nutrition. “This 
promotes a sense of belonging, and they 
look forward to it.”

Hosting the club lets the students know 
“I’m a woman who loves to read, and I was 
a little girl once. It’s a good way to relate to 
your kids.

“They’re seeing me in a different light 
besides just being the principal of the school, 
seeing me as an equal. They make me 
accountable.”

Nicely doesn’t foresee any book-banning 
problems at SKE.

“I feel like we’re blessed at this school to 
have such a wide variety of topics in our 
library,” she said. “Our parents are very 
supportive of what we have in our library 
(because we’re) transparent about what is 
available in our collection.”

What Membership in The Friends of the Knox 
County Public Library Means to Me

As a recent transplant to Knoxville, my first goal was to find a way to get 
involved with the library system. Why? It all started in a very small town in 
Ohio. Back then, the library was the coolest destination in town. By coolest, I 
mean that it was air-conditioned at a time that my house was not. The library 
itself smelled like old books and “Charlie” perfume, and with every visit, I was 

Melissa Centers, 
Board Member

greeted with a warm hug from one of the librarians.
I first started visiting the library when I could not even see over the counter. My first library card 

was “Pepto” pink with a small metal tab, protected by a cardboard sleeve, and allowed me to check 
out any book from the children’s section. It was my first form of identification. What I did not realize 
until years later was that it was the first time I felt “seen” by the world. Each week, I would return my 
books and gather new ones, conversing with the librarians about the stories, which I liked best and 
why, and what I was looking forward to reading next. They made recommendations of other books I 
might enjoy, and invited me to storytime and craft hours. The most impressive thing about librarians 
is they never seem to lose their enthusiasm for reading and learning. Whether twenty kids showed 
up, or just me, the librarians approached every opportunity to educate with gusto.  
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Are You Receiving Our Emails?

Are you receiving our emails? If not, we’d like to encourage you to check your email settings. 
Emails from knoxfriends.org might be going to your spam or promotions folder instead of your 
inbox.

We realize that there are a number of email providers, each with its own set of rules for ensuring 
that emails end up in the proper folder. Here are instructions for two of the most popular e-mail 
providers.

Celebrating the History of Film in East Tennessee

Jonathan Herrmann, Communications Committee

Movie lovers can look forward to getting in 
touch with East Tennessee’s film roots as the 
Knox County Public Library and the Museum of 
East Tennessee History open an exhibit at the 
museum, highlighting the history of film in the 
region. Lights! Camera! East Tennessee! runs 
November 19 through July 3.

The exhibit begins with the first Knoxville 
appearance of Thomas Edison’s kinetoscope and 
vitascope; the 1872 opening of Staub’s Theatre, 
which hosted a three-night screening of W.D. 
Griffith’s The Birth of a Nation in 1915; and the 
1920 opening of the Dixie Theatre in Knoxville’s 
Black business district.

Among the East Tennessee actors featured in 
the exhibit are John Cullum, Samuel L. Jackson, 
David Keith, Dale Dickey, Mary Costa, Leslie 
Jordan, Megan Fox, Christina Hendricks, Jerome 
Courtland, Levi Kreis, and others. Films shot 
in East Tennessee include Box of Moonlight; 
October Sky; Something, Anything; See No Evil; 
The Last Movie Star; Light from Light; Walk in the 
Spring Rain; and That Evening Sun. The final two 
premiered in Knoxville.

In addition, a four-day film festival honoring 
director Clarence Brown, for whom the University 
of Tennessee’s Clarence Brown Theatre is named, 

will be held 
March 2-6, 2023. 
The festival will 
include the movies 
National Velvet 
and The Yearling, 
for which Brown earned Academy Award 
nominations for Best Director, as well as Intruder 
in the Dust.

“I think the biggest takeaway from this project 
is a deep respect for Clarence Brown’s work,” 
said Mary Pom Claiborne, Director of Marketing, 
Development, and Communications for the Knox 
County Public Library. “Brown was a tremendous 
director in classic Hollywood, and he was raised 
in Knoxville. He came here at age 10, went to 
Knoxville High, and graduated from UT. He’s one 
of our most talented sons who gave back to this 
community substantially.”

Brown was a favorite director of Greta Garbo 
and a friend of President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and Thomas Edison.

“We celebrate Cormac McCarthy, James Agee, 
and other authors. Clarence Brown is every bit 
as culturally relevant, and he hails from Knoxville 
and UT,” said Claiborne.

The library always felt like a second home to me. A home that held all the answers. 
Don’t ask me why, but on the rare occasion that we caught a mouse in our house 
(which no one had the heart to kill), we would take it in a brown paper lunch sack 
to the library parking lot and set it free in the bushes. I always imagined these mice, 
reading with tiny book lights at night after everyone had gone home, dreaming of 
their next adventure.  

So why did I join the Friends of the Library? To serve the library system in my 
adopted hometown, and hopefully help some other little girl (and her mice friends) feel “seen.” The 
Friends of the Knox County Public Library are committed to the magic of libraries and supporting 
the necessary community foundation that libraries provide: including advocating for services and 
materials, supporting library programs that would otherwise go unfunded, and outreach initiatives 
that foster a love of reading and delivering books to the community (including Imagination Library). 
So please join me as a Friend in supporting Knox County libraries! 
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Avoid Taxes in Retirement and Help Your Favorite Nonprofits

Susan Alexander, Board Member

You’re 72 years old, and you’ve just gotten a 
raise! 

That’s how some retirees must feel when they 
hit that age. That’s when the Internal Revenue 
Service requires you to withdraw a Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your IRA or 
other retirement account. Most retirees are also 
drawing on Social Security by that age, and they 
may find themselves with extra funds they don’t 
need for living expenses. 

“That money has grown tax deferred, and the 
IRS wants to make sure that taxes are paid as 
it’s withdrawn,” explained Alex Beale, a financial 
advisor at Patriot Investments, which manages 
investments for Friends of the Knox County 
Public Library. If you fail to withdraw your RMD, 
the amount not withdrawn will be taxed at 50 
percent. 

But there’s one way to avoid any tax burden, 
and that’s by gifting money to your favorite 
501(c)3 nonprofits. Retirees can contribute 100 
percent of their RMD to the charity or charities of 

their choice up to a maximum of $100,000. The 
retirees do not pay taxes on their contributions, 
nor do the nonprofits. “The only one who loses is 
Uncle Sam,” Beale said. 

Tax benefits aside, earmarking this income for 
charity is a great way to begin or expand your 
giving portfolio to support the causes you care 
about. Perhaps that’s your church or a health 
care organization that has supported you or your 
family. But it might also be Friends of the Knox 
County Public library, the local nonprofit that 
supports the library system that has kept you 
informed and entertained over the course of your 
lifetime!

To arrange for a qualified charitable 
distribution, simply contact whomever manages 
your retirement account and let them know 
what you’d like to contribute and to whom. They 
will cut a check directly to the nonprofit you 
designate. 

“I’ve started doing this for a lot of folks,” Beale 
said. “It’s a very tax-efficient way to gift.”

Check your promotions or spam folder in Google to see if any of our emails have landed there. If 
you star the email, mark it as important, or move it to your inbox, this will help Google know that our 
emails are important to you.

In Microsoft Outlook (aka Hotmail), open your Junk Email folder and open one of our emails (or any 
email you want to keep). Then select the “it’s not junk” link at the top. You can also add us to your 
Safe senders list.

Questions? Please reach out to our coordinator, Eileen Taylor, by email at info@knoxfriends.org or 
phone at 865-215-8775.

Give Big to Provide Books for One Book Read City

Friends of the Knox County Public Library will again 
participate in this year’s Big Give Knox on Giving 
Tuesday, November 29. Big Give Knox is a 24-hour 
online giving campaign facilitated by the United Way 
of Greater Knoxville that allows donors to contribute 
to multiple nonprofits in one simple transaction. 
But you don’t have to wait until November 29th to 

give. The Big Give website (www.biggiveknox.org) opens for donations on 
November 22.

During this year’s giving campaign, Friends will raise funds to help 
purchase books for Knox County Schools’ One Book Read City program. 
You may recall that Friends funded books for Lonsdale, Maynard, West 

All Knox County elementary students 
received “The Chocolate Touch” during 

One Book Read City in spring 2022.

View, and Green Magnet elementary schools during the inaugural One Book Read City this past 
spring.

We hope you will give big during Big Give Knox to help us again provide books for several Knox 
County schools.
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Thank You for Giving

Donate at knoxfriends.org

Upcoming Used Book Sales

November 19 Fountain City

December 2-3 Bearden

December 8-9 Burlington

Members Joining at $50+ Dues Level

Karen Cragwall
Jean & Mike Galyon
Connie & Don Graham
Jenny & Robert Harvey
Sherry & Jim Kasper
Ballard Reynolds
Kristin & Ryan McBee
Yvonne Seay & Meghan Cao
Jason Wallace
Courtney Winters & Quintin Amos

Books in the Community

Ann P. Caudill
Norma Cox Cook
Jan Dickens
Dennis Elliott
Sharon Evers
Judy A. Fleenor
Helen Grant
Bud (Horace) Hamilton
Mary Rayson
Mary Anne Sedimeier
David & Vim Silvus

Natalie & Steve Smith

Summer Library Club

Norma Cox Cook
Martha Edington
Sharon Evers
Judy A. Fleenor
Martha & Jim Gill, in memory of 

George Bernard
Helen Grant
Bud (Horace) Hamilton
Mary Rayson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Samples
Mary Anne Sedeimeier
David & Vim Silvus
Natalie & Steve Smith

Other Designated Donations

Connie Gonzalez

Non-Designated Donations

Amazon Smile

Susan Benner
Clarence Brown Theatre
Louise Collier
Tom Hefferman and Judy 

Jennings
Nancy Howell
Robyn James
Dale & Mary Ellen Kangas
Kroger
Peggy & Carl Pierce
Elaine & Phil Powell
Willa Reister
Bill & Becky Schneider
John Z. C. Thomas
Union Ave Books
William Bruce Wheeler

Memorial Gifts

Mary Costa, in memory of Charles 
Davenport

Annette Cardwell, in memory of 
Charles Davenport
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Knox County Public Library Opens Storybook Trails

Knox County Public Library’s first permanent 
Storybook Trail opened September 16 in West 
View Park. The first book featured on the trail 
is My Voice is a Trumpet by musician Jimmie 
Allen. 

Approximately 190 students from nearby 
West View Elementary left the trail’s ribbon 
cutting with a new book of their choice, 
courtesy of Friends of the Knox County Public 
Library. Many of the books were purchased 
through our Diverse Books for a Diverse 
Community program.

Friends of the Library was among the 
organizations providing funds for the trail. 
Other sponsors included the Governor’s Early 
Literacy Foundation; Walmart #1318; Sam’s 
Clubs #8256; Knox County; the City of Knoxville; Read City USA; and City of Knoxville Commissioners 
Andrew Roberto, Charles Thomas, Lynn Fugate, Janet Testerman, and Amelia Parker.

A second Storybook Trail opened October 20 in Collier Preserve, adjacent to the Powell library.


