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New York Times bestselling author Denise Kiernan will discuss her new book, Obstinate
Daughters: The Revolutionary Women Who Shaped America, at the East Tennessee History
Center on Aug. 14 at 5:30 pm. Kiernan shares the stories of the remarkable women of the
Revolutionary era—from patriots who defended their towns and spies who risked everything,
to Indigenous leaders, publishers, preachers, and enslaved women fighting for freedom.

You can read more about her book and how it came to be in this interview with Book Page.

She is the award-winning author We Gather Together, The Last Castle and The Girls of Atomic
City. For more info, click here.

History Fair celebrates country’s 250th year
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The History Fair at the East Tennessee History Center is set for Saturday, Aug. 15, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Activities include living history reenactments, live music, square dancing,
crafts and children’s activities as well as film screenings at the Tennessee Theatre.

These Mountains Are Home will be shown at 11 a.m. It examines how East Tennessee saw
itself and its history at the time of the Bicentennial, an enduring look at pioneer life in
Appalachia, and a tribute to the people and institutions that keep these traditions alive.

At 1 p.m., TAMIS (TN Archive of Moving Image and Sound) will share short films on the
theme of “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness” submitted by members of the
community.

At 3 p.m. 1776, a 1972 musical about the Continental Congress’s struggle to declare
independence from Great Britain, will be shown. It stars, among others, Knoxville native John
Cullum as Edward Rutledge.

All things books at Sept. 26 fair

Friends of the Library will host a Book Fair for Adults on September 26th at the East
Tennessee History Center. The event will run from 12pm to 4pm, with a special Bookish Trivia
at 3pm hosted by Courtney Winters from Knox Native real estate. This is a great time to test
your bookish knowledge and win some sweet goodies! Guests will receive one
complimentary mocktail as supplies permit. Local book vendors, including The Hive, Fable
Hollow, Mis Amores, Good Girl Books, Liv Co. and The Bottoms will be on hand with bookish
merchandise.

Entry is free to all guests. This is an exciting opportunity to support the local community and
inspire connections with fellow book-loving friends!

Editor encourages civic engagement at annual meeting
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More than 80 members of Friends gathered July 20 at the East Tennessee History Center for
our annual meeting. A musical duo entertained, Rothschild’s Catering provided a good dinner
and members voted to elect new officers and board members for the coming year.

Joel Christopher, executive editor of Knox News, discussed civic engagement and book
banning at the meeting. "Who decides what’s on our bookshelves depends on who shows up
at the meetings where those decisions are made,” he said. He encouraged his listeners to
exercise civility when discussing issues, educate themselves on upcoming elections and
candidates and be persistent in staying engaged in local issues. “Organized activists
consistently show up,” he said. “Supporters of intellectual freedom do not. A small, motivated
minority can shape policy for everyone.”

Friends share love of reading with the community

During Friends’ 2025-26 fiscal year, we gave away 20,000 books! Well, actually, 19,989 to be
precise, but who's counting?!

Books are distributed at community events, through local nonprofits and in more than 25
Little Free Libraries around town. This month we'll be giving books out at the Shoes for
School event on Aug. 8 at Covenant Health Park and at Touch a Truck at West Town Mall on
Aug. 15.

Sept. 23 luncheon supports Imagination Library

The Seeds of Imagination Luncheon to benefit Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library of Knox
County will be Sept. 23 at Cherokee Country Club. Attendees may enjoy complimentary



prosecco, a silent auction, live entertainment, the presentation of our Seeds of
Imagination Literacy Award to the Governor’s Early Literacy Foundation, and making new
friends while championing literacy in our community.

There’s a big item on the auction block this year: a seven-night stay for four guests at The
Vines of Mendoza in Argentina at the home of Jenny and Randy Boyd. The resort was named
top resort in Mendoza by Conde Nast Travelers’ reader choice awards. It is famous for
winemaking and iconic Argentinian fare cooked over an open fire. Bidding starts at $10,000.

Tickets for the luncheon, which are $145, will be available this month. Check here for

Pl
' y
.( /.

updates!

INTO A STORY

ummer Library Challenge

The Summer Library Club was a big success this year! Christina Best, the library’s
development and engagement manager, says new registrations were up 34% from last
summer for a total of 3,281; challenge completions were up 30% at 1,486; and 45,263
activities were completed. More than 10,000 prizes were distributed.

“We have had a lot more teens and adults participate in this challenge because of the finisher
prize (mugs for adults and teens, journals and dino pens for kids and dino plush slap
bracelets for the youngest participants). For 13+, there were 1,061 new registrations as
compared to 551 last year in this age group. The kids (6-12) remained about the same, and
ages 0-5 increased from 414 last year to 717 this year.”

The Friends contributed more than $12,000 to the summer library club this year.
Literary Legends Book Fest Sept. 12
Friends will be on hand at the Literary Legends Book Festival from 10 am to 4 pm Sept. 12 at

Kerns Food Hall in South Knoxville. The event is free to attend. Friends will be selling adult
and children’s books at the event. Come see us!

Pink = Bargain at Rothrock

Books featuring pink dots will be $1 at Rothrock Used Book Shop in August. The shop is open
from 11 am to 2 pm Monday through Saturday. Come see us!



Hi-Wire Brewing
During business hours
hiwirebrewing.com

Crafty Bastard Brewery
Emory Place & West

During business hours
craftybastardbrewery.com
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Support Friends Today

Friends v KCPL is a monthly newsletter
produced by the Communications
Committee of Friends of the Knox

County Public Library.
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