
Save July 20 for the annual meeting 

Friends of the Knox County Public Library will gather for the annual meeting on Monday, July 

20, at the East Tennessee History Center beginning at 5:30 pm. We will elect new board 

members and approve our slate of officers at the meeting: 

Proposed Officers for 2026-2027: 

• Crystal Sansom: President

• President-Elect: Courtney Winters

• Past President: Bonny Naugher
• Treasurer: Ashley Shaffer

• Secretary: Elizabeth Birdwell

Proposed Nominating Committee for 2026-2027: 

• Bonny Naugher (Chair)

• Chris Boake
• Cindy Gibson

• Al Horn

• Courtney Winters

2026-2027 Board Members 

• Ron Blackburn
• Kara Fitzpatrick

• Deanna French

• Juliette Kesterson
• Paige Travis



Joel Christopher, executive editor of knoxnews.com and the News Sentinel, will talk about 

banned books at the meeting. Because of a state law passed in 2022, Tennessee ranks third 

behind Florida and Texas in book-banning states, according to PEN America. 

We hope you'll join us for dinner and the meeting. Email info@knoxfriends.org to RSVP. 

Volunteer Discovery: A Piece of Our History Found! 

By Sheryl Hulse 

We love it when a bit of local history finds its way back home. Recently, Marcia Power, one of 

our wonderful volunteers and part-time employee, uncovered a true gem while sorting 

through donations: a copy of Discovering Tennessee by Mary U. Rothrock, the very trailblazer 

for whom our Rothrock Used Book Shop is named. 

First published in 1936, Discovering Tennessee was written by Rothrock as a comprehensive 

textbook designed to teach the state's schoolchildren about their rich local heritage. Far from 

a dry history book, Rothrock's writing brings the past to life. It weaves together stories of 

Tennessee's geography, its early Native American inhabitants, the grit of the first pioneers, 

and the political triumphs that shaped our state. It features wonderful vintage illustrations, 

maps, and photographs that offer a nostalgic window into how history was taught nearly a 

century ago. 

Who was Mary U. Rothrock? For those who might not know the story behind our shop's 

name, Mary Utopia Rothrock was a powerhouse in the library world. She served as Knox 



County's first chief librarian at Lawson McGhee Library from 1916 to 1934. She later became 

the first supervisor of libraries for the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and served as 

president of the American Library Association. She was a fierce advocate for making books 

accessible to everyone in East Tennessee. 

Where to find it: Discovering Tennessee is currently featured on display in the glass cabinet 

inside the Rothrock Used Book Shop, located on the main floor of the Lawson McGhee 

Library. The next time you are dropping off donations or hunting for your next great read, 

please take a moment to stop by the cabinet and take a look at this beautiful piece of 

Tennessee (and library!) history. 

Speaking of Rothrock, books marked with yellow dots continue at $1 each in the Rothrock 

Used Bookshop in June. The shop is open from 11 am to 2 pm Monday through Saturday. 

Come see us! 

Children's Festival of Reading x 20 

Friends were on hand on a beautiful day for the library's 20th Children's Festival of Reading 

at World's Fair Park. Friends supports the festival each year, and also uses it as a venue for 

selling lots of children's books, this year bringing in $1895 to our coffers. Win, win. 

Seeds of Literacy: A Gift from Morning Star 

By Sheryl Hulse 

At Friends of the Knox County Public Library, we believe that the love of reading begins the 

very first time a child holds a book. In April, our friends at Morning Star Child Development 

Center proved that they share that vision in a big way. 

During their annual "Week of the Young Child," a vibrant celebration of early childhood 

education, Morning Star students, parents, and staff turned their energy toward supporting 

children's literacy here in Knoxville. Through their hard work and generosity, Morning Star 

raised over $1,000 to benefit our programs! 

Amber Foster, Morning Star's curriculum coordinator, reached out to share the news. They 

chose Friends because of our shared mission to put books into the hands of young readers. 



We want to extend a huge thank you to Amber and everyone at Morning Star Child 

Development Center. You aren't just teaching children how to learn-you're teaching them 

the power of giving back to their community. 

Pause the need for boxes 

Our online sales through our eBay shop continue to surge - in April we sold $8,690 worth of 

books! - but our need for small boxes in which to ship them has been satisfied for now. We 

thank those of you who've been bringing them to the library. (As an aside, our biggest seller 

in April - Medical and Surgical History of the Civil War, a 15-volume set of books - brought in 

$800!) 
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