FRIENDS

It’s Poetry Month

April is National Poetry Month, and Knox County Public Library is honoring the written and
spoken word with programs that highlight both local literary voices and new ways to
experience poetry. Join us!

All Over the Page: A Special Evening with Poet Jesse Graves

April 13 | 6:30 | Lawson McGhee Library -- third floor classroom

Local Chapter: A Conversation with Linda Parsons -- Knoxville's Poet Laureate

April 25 | 2:00 | Burlington Branch Library

The Beat: A Poetry Podcast from Knox County Public Library

Take a listen to our poetry podcast, hosted by Alan May. The Beat features contemporary
poets reading their work—offering an intimate, immediate way to experience poetry in the
poet’s own voice.

Mark your calendar for CFOR #20!
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world’s fair park | 10am-3pm




Join us for the milestone 20th Children's Festival of Reading on Saturday, May 16, from 10
am to 3 pm at World's Fair Park. We're celebrating with world-class authors, illustrators,
musicians, storytellers, and so. much. more. Stay tuned for the lineup!

Friends has a booth at the festival from which we sell lots of children’s books. We'd love your
help! Click here to join us that day.

The Children's Festival of Reading was honored to receive the 2026 Kaleidoscope Award for
the best children's event by the Southeastern Festivals and Events Association.

Board members needed

We are seeking candidates for our Board of Directors. Service begins in July 2026 for a
three-year term. If you love libraries, books, and reading, and have time and expertise to
share, the Friends’ Board might be the place for you. Nominate yourself or another qualified
individual here. Nominees will be contacted about submitting an application, and selected
applicants will be invited for an interview. Nominations close April 12.

Minimum requirements:

* Alove of libraries, books, and reading
¢ Acurrent Friends of the Library membership (join here)
¢ Time (a minimum of six hours per month)

Expectations:

Attendance at monthly board meetings held the fourth Monday of each month at 5:30 pm
Active participation on at least one standing committee

Review of all materials prior to meetings

Review of and prompt response to email and phone communications

Support of events, activities, and policies consistent with Friends' mission and objectives

Complete the nomination form here.

Paperback pause

Due to space constraints, Friends is putting a six-month pause on accepting mass market
paperback donations. This is due in large part to the announced closure of McKay’s Used
Books and the number of books that have come our way since then.

What's a mass market paperback, you ask? Mass market paperbacks are the small,
compact, and inexpensive books, typically measuring around 4x7 inches, designed for high-
volume sales in places like airport shops and supermarkets.

In September we will revisit our storage capability regarding mass market paperbacks. There
are no changes to our acceptance of hardcover and the larger trade paperback books.

Thank you for helping us keep our processes sustainable and manageable.

A new leader for ROCCCKS



Past president Scott Muir has agreed to lead our largest committee, which distributes books

through Rothrock, Online, Community sales, Community distribution, Community
donations for the Knox County Public Library. (That committee Sorts books too!)

Scott is relieving Cindy and Harold Gibson, who have been overseeing the committee the last
few years. It's a big job, and we're grateful to the Gibsons for their hard work as well as to

Scott for stepping up!

New opportunities for volunteers!

Our branch sale sorting and boxing operations have outgrown their space in the Lawson
McGhee Library basement. To better support this growth, we've secured a storage unit on
Western Avenue to house boxed inventory for sales at library branches and other locations

throughout the community.
With this expansion, we’re excited to offer new ways to get involved:
Storage Unit Manager

Approximately 4—-6 hours per month

Ability to lift and move boxes weighing 40-50 pounds

Maintain inventory records for incoming and outgoing stock

Coordinate with transporters and branch sale leaders to manage inventory flow
Orientation provided

Transporters

+ Help move packed books from the downtown library to the Western Avenue storage unit as

needed.

Access to a car or truck that can transport 25-30 boxes
Ability to lift and move boxes weighing 40-50 pounds
Flexible schedule; time commitment varies based on need
Willingness to assist with pickups and deliveries as needed
Orientation provided

These roles are essential to keeping our book sales running smoothly—we appreciate your

support! If you'd like to get involved, email info@knoxfriends.org.

Friends out and about
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pooks & re?

Friends President Bonny Naugher and President-elect Crystal Sansom joined Ossoli
President Jan Coley, from left, along with members of the Ossoli Circle to honor outstanding
women in the community (Bonny was one of those recognized!) and to accept, with our
thanks, a $1750 donation to Friends from Ossoli.

Friends were on hand to talk about the organization and sell a few books at UT’s Bloom into
Books event at the Frieson Black Cultural Center.




Happy birthday Rothrock!

Rothrock is celebrating its birthday in April with a buy-one-get-one-free sale. Come see us
Monday through Saturday from 11 to 2!

Hi-Wire Brewing
During Business Hours
hiwirebrewing.com

“We Love our Members”
Members Only Sale
Bearden Branch Library .

4:00-7:00

Crafty Bastard Brewery (West)

|

During Business Hours
craftybastardbrewery.com
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During Business Hours
craftybastardbrewery.com

SCAN ME




Friends ¥ KCPL is a monthly newsletter
produced by the Communications
Committee of Friends of the Knox County
Public Library.

Friends of the Knox County Public Library

500 W Church Ave
Knoxville, TN 37902
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