
Library celebrates Women in Old-Time Music 

The Tennessee Archive of Moving Image and Sound (TAMIS) at the Knox County Public 

Library will host A Celebration of Women in Old-Time Music,_a multi-day series of 

concerts, screenings, talks, and community events spotlighting the women who have 

influenced traditional Appalachian and old-time music. 

Anchored by special guest Alice Gerrard, a pioneering musician and advocate for old-time 

traditions, the celebration runs March 5-8. Gerrard, 91, boasts a career spanning more than 

50 years and is best known for her collaboration with Appalachian singer Hazel Dickens. She 

will appear on the WDVX Big Plate Special, take the stage at the Bijou Theatre, and discuss 

her newly published autobiography, Custom Made Woman.

This celebration is presented in conjunction with an exhibition at the Museum of East 

Tennessee History titled "I've Endured: Women in Old-Time Music," curated by the Birthplace 

of Country Music Museum. The Tennessee Arts Commission's Arts Build Communities and 

the Friends of the Library are supporting the celebration. 

All the events are free and general admission. The events include: 



• Old-Time in the Old City, March 5, 7-10 pm, Irish Jam Session at Boyd's Jig & Reel; Honky
Tonk Thursday at Barley's; Old-Time Jam at Pretentious Beer Co.

• WDVX's Big Plate Special featuring Alice Gerrard, March 6, noon, Barley's.
• You Gave Me a Song: The Life and Music of Alice Gerrard, March 6, 7 pm, Bijou Theatre.
• Sarah Pirkle Plays Old-Time for Young Folks, March 7, 11 am, East TN History Center
• Alice Gerrard in Conversation with Folklorist Emily Hilliard, March 7, noon, ETHC
• Old-Time Music Videos from the TAMIS Vaults featuring a young Dollliy Parton, Hazel

Dickens, and Candie Carawan, March 7, 1 :30 pm, ETHC
• Live Recording of the Female Bob Dylan podcast: Dr. Jessie Wilkerson on Hazel

Dickens, March 7, 2:30 pm, ETHC
• Saturday Sesssions at the Laurel, March 7, 6-10 pm, Laurel Theater
• Sunday at the Laurel: Dancing, fiddle workshops, old-time jam sessions, March 8, 1-5 pm

Ossoli Circle raises funds for Friends with Women's History 
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Ossoli Circle, in celebrating its roots as a literary circle, is holding a fundraiser benefiting 

Friends where anyone can nominate a woman who has had an impact on their life, career, 

community, or state through March 15. Nominations are accepted alongside a donation. 

Donations will be accepted at four levels: a commemorative $140 level in recognition of all 

women and Ossoli Circle's 140 years of service, $100, $50, and $20. 

All women honored, along with their nominating sponsors, will be recognized at a reception 

held at the historic Ossoli Circle Clubhouse on Sunday, March 22, from 2-4pm. 

Their website can be found here with more information about this initiative. They will also be 

holding coloring contests and essay writing contests to further celebrate spectacular women. 



Want to honor a woman who has made a big impact on your life? Click here to get started! 

Online sales continue to boom 

Our eBay bookshoP-.,_continues to attract buyers from around the world! Our net profit for 

November through January exceeded $18,000! Among the priciest items sold were two sets 

of World Book Encyclopedias for a total of $1,498, 13 lots of Harlequin Romance paperbacks 

for $287, a Childcraft How & Why Library set for $124 and When We Were Very Young by AA 

Milne for $99. 

The Friends board thanks each and every volunteer involved in our online sales efforts, from 

those scanning books to determine their value, to those listing them on the eBay site and 

those shipping them out. Want to get involved? Email Sheryl Hulse at 

info@knoxfriends.org. 

February in photos 

February was a very 'Friend'-ly month! We co-hosted a talk with author Kerri Maniscalco for 

the Feb. 10th release of her romantasy novel Throne of Nightmares; we hosted our first ever 

in-person Book Ball, held a members-only book sale at Bearden Branch Library and along 

with UT Libraries brought US Poet Laureate Joy Harjo to campus for the Wilma Dykeman 

Stokely Annual Lecture. 

Here's a quick look at the events. 



Report documents work benefitting libraries 

By Diane Tuccillo 

Everylibrary, a nonprofit that supports libraries and library supporters everywhere in our 

country, recently published a report of their work for libraries in 2025, despite the challenging 

times in which we find ourselves. The report is broken into sections so you can pick and 

choose which ones are of the most interest; for example, there are sections about 

government library funding, fundraising, standing up for the 1st Amendment and against 

censorship, and voting issues that affect libraries. You can read all about it here.

Bag sale in Rothrock this month 

Rothrock Used Book Shop will feature its $5 bag sale throughout March. Come fill a bag 

Monday through Saturday from 11 until 2! 

In sympathy 



Friends and the Rothrock team extend our sympathies to the family of Lil Madden, who 

passed away recently. Lil was a longtime and loyal Rothrock volunteer. A memorial service 

will be held at 2 pm Saturday, March 14, at Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church, preceded by 

visitation at 1 pm. 
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Hi-Wire Brewing 
During Business Hours 
hiwirebrewing.com fj 

Fountain City Branch Library 

10:00-5:00 

"We Love our Members" 
Members Only Sale 
Bearden Branch Library 
4:00-7:00 

South Knox Branch Library 

10:00-5:00 

Powell Branch Library 

10:00-5:00 

Crafty Bastard Brewery (West) 
During Business Hours �
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craftybastardbrewery.com � 

Sequoyah Branch Library 

10:00-5:00 
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