
The dull, dark, dreary days of February are upon us. Wait. Not THIS 

February! Read on to see what Friends has coming up to enjoy and get 

excited about this month! 

February 21: Friends' Book Ball 

How many of us have wanted to step into the pages of a book we love? Now Friends is 

offering you the chance at its first in-person Book Ball on Saturday, Feb. 21. 

Friends began hosting its Stay Home and Read a Book Ball during the Covid pandemic. Now 

we're excited to host an actual ball at The Lighthouse Knoxville in west Knoxville. And we're 

encouraging folks to come in costume as one of their favorite literary protagonists - or 

villains. Cocktail attire is recommended for those not inclined to costumes. 

The evening will feature dance music from DJ Legendary and hors d'oeuvres from The 

Lighthouse Knoxville, along with non-alcoholic beverages included in the ticket price and a 



cash bar with book-themed cocktails and mocktails, wine, and beer. Beautiful book-themed 

backdrops will serve as backgrounds for imaginative selfies. Doors open at 6 pm. 

So gather your literature-loving friends and book club buddies and join us for an elegant 

evening celebrating and raising funds for our libraries. Tickets are 125. Ticket sales end 

Feb. 8. 

If you're unable to join us at the ball, stay home and read a book - for the benefit of the library 

you love! Consider donating what you would have spend on a night out and make a 

meaningful difference in the programming Friends can provide. Go to www.knoxfriends.org 

to donate, with our thanks. 

February 26: Poet Laureate Joy Harjo to speak 

Joy Harjo, the first Native American to serve as Poet Laureate of the United States, will be the 

featured speaker at Friends' annual Wilma Dykeman Stokely Memorial Lecture on Thursday, 

Feb. 26, at the McClung Museum of Natural History and Culture at UT. Harjo's presentation at 

7 pm is free and open to the public and a reception precedes it at 6:15. Please RSVP. 

Harjo, a member of the Muscogee Nation, served as Poet Laureate from 2019-2022. She is 

the author of 11 books of poetry, including her most recent, Weaving Sundown in a Scarlet 

Light: Fifty Poems for Fifty Years (2022); the highly acclaimed An American Sunrise (2019), 

which was a 2020 Oklahoma Book Award Winner; and Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings 

(2015), which was named a Notable Book of the Year by the American Library Association. 

In her most recent book, Girl Warrior: On Coming of Age (2025), Harjo encourages Native 

girls to use artistic expression to heal from difficult experiences. She has published award­

winning children's books and has edited three anthologies of Native literature. As a musician 



and performer, Harjo has produced seven music albums including her newest, / Pray for My 

Enemies. 

This year's Wilma Dykeman Stokely Memorial Lecture is hosted by Friends, the University of 

Tennessee Libraries and the McClung Museum. The annual lecture honors the late Wilma 

Dykeman Stokely (1920-2006), writer, speaker, teacher, historian, environmentalist, and 

long-time friend of the Knox County Public Library. A memorial donation to the lecture series 

was made this year in memory of longtime Friends member John Z.C. Thomas. 

February 12: Members Only Book Sale 

Members of Friends are the backbone of our organization. Our members support FOL 

through their dues and donations, but also through the many volunteer opportunities offered. 

All members are valued and we want to honor you. 

On February 12 between 4 pm and 7 pm the Friends Board invites you to the Bearden Library 

meeting room for a Members Only Book Sale. There will be light refreshments, time to 

connect with friends, and a selection of fiction and nonfiction books to browse at the 

sweetheart price of $2 for hardbacks and $1 for paperbacks. Children's books will also be for 

sale. A door prize will be given at 5 pm, 6 pm and 7 pm to those who attend and register. You 

do not have to be present to win. 

Come join us to celebrate you, our members! 

February 6: Read City Kickoff 

The prediction of foul weather delayed the kickoff of the 2026 Read City program. 



The StomP-, Roar, Dinosaur! kickoff is now set for 4-8 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 6, at 

Bridgewater Place (205 Bridgewater Road). 

This year's free kickoff brings prehistoric fun with the chance to examine fossils, exhibits, and 

dino skeleton replicas in the Traveling Dinos Museum. Check out a velociraptor, a full-size 

allosaurus replica skull, and measure your hand against a gigantic allosaurus footprint. 

Make sure to grab your time travel passport so you can take part in the first challenge, 

running through March 8. The second challenge, ROAR into a story, runs May 16-August 9, 

and the final challenge, DINOSAUR Fossils Galore, will wrap the year from October 12-

November 22. 

Find a full Read City schedule. 

February 10: Author talk with Kerri Maniscalco 

Friends is delighted to partner with Fable Hollow Bookshoppe to celebrate the release of Kerri 

Maniscalco's newest novel, Throne of Nightmares. Throne of Nightmares is the third 

installment in Maniscalco's Prince of Sin series, but the new novel can be read as a 

standalone as well. She says her love of gothic settings began while growing up in a semi 

haunted house outside New York City. 

Joining her in conversation will be Kalie Cassidy, author of In the Veins of Drowning. Cassidy, 

who grew up in Southern California, spent more than a decade in Los Angeles as a 

professional theater actor, coach, and acting teacher. She now lives in the Midwest. 

Though the event is currently sold out, we wanted you to know how busy we are! 

All month: Romance at Rothrock 

Rothrock Used Book Shop will celebrate Valentine's Day all month long by offering a buy one, 

get one free romance book special. The shop inside Lawson McGhee Library is open from 11 



am to 2 pm Monday through Saturday. Come see us! 

We know it's in March, but still ... 

Mark your calendars for an upcoming library-sponsored (and Friends funded) celebration of 

Women in Old-Time Music March 5-8. Enjoy live performances from the legendary singer­

songwriter Alice Gerrard and other artists, film screenings, book talks, and a live recording of 

The Female Bob Dylan podcast. 

This celebration will be held at venues across Knoxville in conjunction with the Birthplace of 

Country Music's exhibition I've Endured: Women in Old-Time Music, now on display at the 

Museum of East Tennessee Histo[Y.. 

For more details click here. 

Here's what else is going on in the world of Friends 

Members of Friends participated in the YWCA Race Against Racism in January. They gave 

away books and shared info about our organization with race participants . 

•• 

Friends applied to the Target Circle Community Giving Program on behalf of Dolly Parton's 

Imagination Library of Knox County, and Target customers cast 121,547 votes for Friends of 

the Knox County Public Library, resulting in a grant of $4, 111.50 for the program . 

•• 

We'd like to share the passing of Patsy Daniel who, with her husband Charlie, was a longtime 

member of Friends. Also, Jim Kohl, husband of Friends member Liz Kohl; Phil Zook, husband 



of Hazel Zook; and Jim Gill, husband of Martha Gill, passed away recently. We extend our 

deepest sympathy to those spouses and their families. 
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