
It may be Wednesday, but there's still time to give! 

It's the season of giving! While yesterday was officially Giving Tuesday, it isn't too late to 

help. 

This year, the FOL is working toward raising $5,000 for Dolly Parton's Imagination Library. 

Will you join us? No gift is too small! 

Click here to donate! We thank you - and so does Dolly! 

Merry, Merry Santa Visits 



By Kaitlynn Copinger 

It's about to be merry, merry at the Knox County Public Library! 

As the holidays draw near, the Friends are helping to fund Santa visits to our public library 

branches. We've supported this fun children's event for about 15 years. 

Every library does its Santa event a little differently. Some pair it with a storytime, while others 

offer snacks and refreshments for children eager to have their Christmas wishlists shared 

with Santa. 

Mark your calendar for an event at the branch closest to you! The library's Mary Porn 

Claiborne confirms: the library's Santa is the real deal. 

"It is the real Santa, straight from the North Pole," she told us. 



Your child should bring their Christmas wish list. And make sure you have a camera to snap a 

keepsake picture. 

"It's a great way to get a really nice photograph with Santa that doesn't cost a thing," Mary 

Porn said. 

Fall Back? No Way - We're Springing Forward! 

Left to right: The quirkiest sale: A lot of Walt Disney comic books in Swedish; New shelving in the basement 
of Lawson McGhee has increased the space Friends can give to the books we receive - and sell. 

By Diane Rocco 

October was another record-breaking month for our eBay sales, totaling $5,997.58- and 

November sales, prior to Thanksgiving, were up 4.7 percent over that! Thank you to everyone 

who contributes to making this possible. 

Currently there are 1,609 items listed on our eBaY. site. Below are some of the most lucrative 

sales we've had recently. 

Top-Selling Items in October 

• $300+ - Library of America titles
• $225 - Star Wars 1st Issue Comic Book

• $215 - The Sculpture of Harriet Frishmuth

• $175- John Singer Sargent: The Male Nudes
• $150 - Lot of 3 French books, Propaganda Postkarten

• $150 - Signed copy of Dolly Parton's My Life
• $150 - India of the Rajahs

• $120 - Maxfield Parrish: The Landscapes

• $100 - Delta Omicron Fraternity Centennial History
• $100 - Lot of 10 Soul Eater Mang a books

Thankful for Branch Sales Leaders 

By Cindy Gibson 



If you go library branch book sales, you may wonder how all those books appear on the 

tables. The thanks go to the branch sales leader for that branch. These are the people who 

with their team spend hours sorting, boxing and setting up the branch sale. 

We want to thank two branch sales leaders who have worked tirelessly. First, Marilyn Jakes 

who has moved closer to family in Memphis. Marilyn led many fun and successful sales as 

the branch sales leader at Farragut until last spring. 

Mona Hurt has been the branch sales leader at both Powell and Halls Branch Libraries. 

Leading two sales is a major endeavor! Mona decided it was time for a break. We thank her 

for her dedication and time that she's given to make these branch sales a success. 

That, of course, left a need for new branch sales leaders at Farragut, Halls and Powell. We 

are thankful for Christ Truka, the new branch sales leader at Farragut. Chris has built a great 

team to support the Farragut sales. She has one under her belt and plans for the next. 

Barbara Hudak has stepped forward to be branch sales leader at Powell. We are ready to 

train and support her first sale in March. Thank you, Barbara! 

Yes, we need branch sales leaders. Training and teams are formed for support. Of course 

there is an element of work and organization needed, but there is fun too in becoming part of 

the Branch Sales Team. 

Help Needed: Halls Branch has two one-day sales a year. Fountain City has a one-day sale 

once a year (next is February 7), and Sequoyah has a one-day sale once a year in the spring. 

I hope you'll consider helping Friends help the public library - the sales raise needed funds 

for programming throughout the library system. 

We are grateful for all our Branch Sales Leaders (written this Thanksgiving!). If you'd like to 

join them, please email info@knoxfriends.org. 

Trivial pursuit raises funds for TAMIS 

What's orange and white and big this time of year? A dreamsicle? NO!! The Tennessee VOLS 

were the focus of Vintage Vols and Know It Alls trivia night last month at XUL Brewery. About 

60 people attended the event and raised about $2,400 for TAMIS (Tennessee Archive of 

Moving Image and Sound). "It was a perfect way to showcase the TAMIS collection in honor 

of its 20th anniversary," says Mary Porn Claiborne of the library. "Many thanks to the great 

Bob Kesling and Heath Shuler for making the night magical!" 



Art and Creativity in the Age of Algorithms: January 

8th Author Talk 



By Crystal Sansom 

As we move towards a new year of author events, the Friends of the Knox County Public 

Library are thrilled to welcome Dr. Joshua Cunningham for an evening that blends art, 

technology, and big ideas. 

In his talk, The Al of the Beholder: Art and Creativity in the Age of Algorithms, Dr. 

Cunningham will explore how artificial intelligence, once designed purely for calculation, is 

now painting, composing, and writing. But is it truly making art? 

Drawing from history, technology, and ethics, Dr. Cunningham will discuss his book and 

examine how algorithms are transforming both the creation and consumption of art. He'll 

discuss how Al challenges our traditional ideas of originality and authorship while introducing 

new possibilities for creative expression. The conversation will also touch on the 

environmental costs of large-scale Al, the ethical dilemmas of machine-made art, and the 

ongoing legal questions surrounding ownership. 

Dr. Cunningham is an IT Project Manager at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, where he 

supports national-scale initiatives in quantum and high-performance computing. His debut 

book, The Al of the Beholder, offers a thoughtful and accessible look at the intersection of 

technology, artistry, and society. 

This program promises to be a fascinating and timely start to the 2025 Friends Author Events 

season, and we hope you'll join us for the conversation. 

Reserve your free ticket.

Rothrock in December 

Rothrock Used Book Shop focuses on the holidays in its featured books this month. Come 

visit from 11 am to 2 pm Monday through Saturday! The shop will be closed December 24-27 

and December 31. Thanks to the many volunteers who work there! 

One Last Thing ... 



Have you renewed your membership in Friends? Doing so helps support the libraries we 

love! Click here to renew online. 

Wishing you a wonderful holiday season and the happiest of new years! 
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Hi-Wire Brewing 
During Business Hours 
hiwirebrewing.com 

Fountain City Branch Library 
10:00-5:00 

"We Love our Members" 
Members Only Sale 
Bearden Branch Library 
4:00-7:00 

South Knox Branch Library 
10:00-5:00 

Powell Branch Library 
10:00-5:00 

Crafty Bastard Brewery (West) 
During Business Hours � 
craftybastardbrewery .com &)/// 

Crafty Bastard Brewery(Emory 

p�
During Business Hours f'n;-i 
craftybastardbrewery.com � 

Sequoyah Branch Library 
10:00-5:00 
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