
Celebrate UT Homecoming with "Vintage Vols and 

Know-It-Alls" 

Want to watch the oldest known film of a UT Vols game? Relive the thrill of the 1998 National 

Championship season? AND impress your friends with your knowledge of Vols trivia? 

Join Friends for an evening of football nostalgia at Vintage Vols and Know-It-Alls on 

Thursday, Nov. 13, at XUL Brewery, 213 E. Fifth Ave. The evening is a fundraiser for TAMIS 

(Tennessee Archive of Moving Image and Sound), celebrating its 20th anniversary, and 

footage from TAMIS archives will be shared that evening. 

Bob Kesling, best known as the longtime Voice of the Vols, will emcee the celebration of Vols 

football, Neyland Stadium and the Pride of the Southland Band. Heath Shuler, 1993 Player of 

the Year, will also make an appearance. 

The fun begins at 7 pm. Tickets are $25 for Friends members and are available here. A silent 

auction featuring UT memorabilia will also be held. 



Mary Porn Claiborne shows off her VOLS enthusiasm. 

Help support young readers on Giving Tuesday, Dec. 

2 

After giving thanks this month, we hope you'll join Friends in sharing your blessings with 

others on Giving Tuesday, Dec. 2. We will raise funds for Dolly Parton's Imagination Library of 

Knox County, which mails one age-appropriate book each month to any Knox County child 

from birth to age 5 at no cost to the family. Our goal of $5,000 will help foster future 

generations of readers. We thank you for supporting this wonderful organization and helping 

to support young readers in our community. Please go to knoxfriends.org to make your 

donation. 



Friends support upcoming history event 

Discover the connections that make your story unique at East Tennessee Roots & 

Resources, organized by Knox CountY. Public LibrarY., and the East Tennessee Historical 

Socie:w. with support from Doug & Jane McCarty and Friends of Knox CountY. Public 

LibrarY.,. 

This three-day event brings together genealogists, historians, researchers, and regional 

partners to explore East Tennessee's past. Through expert-led lectures, behind-the-scenes 

tours, an engaging resource hall, and personalized research opportunities, attendees will gain 

new strategies and insights for tracing family histories. With access to the Calvin M. 

McClung Historical Collection and Knox CountY. Archives, the conference equips both 

beginners and experienced researchers with the tools they need to connect generations and 

deepen their understanding of the past. 

Learn more and register. 

Popcorn Thrills: Audra McElyea's Launch Party 

Recap 

By Crystal Sansom 

On October 17, the Author Events Committee hosted a packed and lively launch party for 

local thriller author Audra McElyea, celebrating her latest novel release, Not Good People. 

The event drew an impressive crowd of more than 80 attendees who gathered to hear a 

dynamic conversation between Audra and fellow author and book coach Rea Frey from 

Nashville about the craft of writing, the psychology of suspense, and the locked-room tension 

and cancel culture that fuels McElyea's newest release. 

The energy in the room was contagious: equal parts literary excitement and community 

celebration. Guests enjoyed a spread of delicious hors d'oeuvres and snacks catered by 

Rothchild's, and a cheeky bingo game designed by Audra herself. 

Audra's warmth and wit shone throughout the discussion, keeping the audience engaged and 

eager to ask questions. When the signing began, the enthusiasm continued! Audra's signing 

line stretched across the venue and lasted nearly an hour as readers waited to have their 

copies personalized and share a quick moment with the author. 

The night was a clear success and proof that Knoxville readers love a good thriller and an 

even better launch party! 



Audra McElyea, center, with Author Events co-chairs Ashley Shaffer and Crystal Sansom; 

Rea Frey, left, and Audra discuss her new release. 

Book Lovers Night 

Friends joined Book Lovers Night at Lakeshore Park on a beautiful evening recently and 

found lots of readers anxious to browse our books. 

Chasing future Friends 



Friends of the Library joined the fun at the Corryton Possum Chase recently, letting runners 

who participated learn about our organization and inviting them to get involved. Meredith 

James and Scott Muir manned the table at the race. 

Holiday specials at Rothrock 

Get ready for the holidays by browsing November and December's highlighted books at 

Rothrock Used Book Shop in Lawson McGhee Library. The shop is open Monday through 

Saturday from 11 am to 2 p.m. except for these days: Veteran's Day, Nov. 11; UT home 

games on Nov. 15 and 29; and Thanksgiving holidays on Nov. 27 and 28. Come see us! 
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Burtlngton Branch Ubrary 
Thur: 5:00-7:00 I Fri: 10:00-5:00 

Hi-Wire Brewing 
During Business Hours 
hiwirebrewing.com 

Howard Pinkston Branch Library 
10:00-5:00 

Crafty Bastard (West) 
During Business Hours 
craftybastardbrewery.com 

Crafty Bastard (Emory PL) 
During Business Hours 
craftybastardbrewery .com 

Powell Branch Library 
10:00-5:00 

Farragut Branch Ubrary 
10:00-5:00 

Halls Branch Ubrary 
10:00-5:00 

Cedar Bluff Branch Ubrary 
10:00-5:00 

Karns Branch Ubrary 
10:00-5:00 

Bearden Branch Ubrary 
10:00-5:00 
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