
Rothrock announces new hours 

By Julie Langford 

2025 has been another year of changes to Rothrock Used Book Shop! 

Rothrock hours will be changing in October. It will be open from 11-2 pm everyday except for 

Sundays and certain Saturdays throughout the year when there are big events downtown, 

like UT home games. 

At the beginning of summer we introduced grab bags, which are a bag of 5 books for just $1 

(either Mystery or Fiction). These books are in great condition, just older than the books you 

will find on the shelves. So far they have been a hit with customers! 

We are also in the middle of incorporating a sticker system that will make browsing at 

Rothrock even easier. As you may have noticed, some books have small round stickers on 

their spine. Eventually, every book that comes into the store will get a colored sticker to 

show when it arrived. Each color will represent a two-month period. For example: July and 

August is yellow 

Over time, every book in the store will have a sticker. This allows shoppers to know what 

books have been newly added to the shop. We will also be able to run special sales based 

on sticker colors! 

We are very excited to announce that we now have a shelf just outside of Rothrock (so that 

you can reach it even when Rothrock is closed) that has FREE books for anyone to come by 

and take home. We are so excited to get even more books out into the community! 



Book launch party Oct. 17 

Knoxville author Audra McElyea will launch her latest mystery novel when Friends hosts an 

author event Friday, Oct. 17, at the East Tennessee History Center. Her upcoming novel, Not 

Good People, is set in the Blue Ridge Mountains and follows a group of strangers who are 

gathered at a remote destination and then trapped by a snowstorm and a deadly game that's 

just begun. 

McElyea will share more about the mystery at her book launch event. Your $5 ticket includes 

entry to the launch party as well as light snacks catered by Rothchild's. Get your tickets here.



Up, up and away! Online sales continue to grow 

By Diane Tuccillo and Sheryl Hulse 

Our online bookstore just keeps soaring higher! When we began in early 2024, seasoned 

Friends groups told us that the "sweet spot" for steady, successful sales would come once we 

reached around 2,000 listings. Well, we're now past 1,400 listings-and the results are 

speaking for themselves. 

In the last 90 days alone, gross sales totaled $9,0121 August brought in $3,620. 

September (through the 25th) is already at $2,508 

That's an exciting climb, and each month brings its own surprises. 

September Sales Highlights (through the 25th): 

* 86 items sold

* 15 paperback lots found new homes ($370)

* Surprise sale: a VHS tape on Louisiana Plantations ($17)

* Weirdest title: Prodded Hooking for a Three-Dimensional Effect ($75)

* Top seller: Legendary Van Cliburn Complete Album Collection Box Set CDs & DVDs ($190)

Much of this success is thanks to our growing team of listers-volunteers who research, 

photograph, and post items online. With shelves of carefully sorted, higher-value donations 

just waiting to be listed, the sky's the limit. But to reach it, we need more helping hands. 

If you're comfortable with a computer, enjoy learning, and like the idea of turning books into 

dollars for the library, lister training may be perfect for you. It's fun, rewarding, and every sale 



you help create goes directly to supporting our libraries. 

Not into listing? No worries! We also need volunteers to scan donations, sort books, and help 

with shipping-every role keeps the online store flying. 

Interested in joining the adventure? Contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Sheryl Hulse, at 

info@knoxfriends.org or 865-215-8775. 

Together, we're proving that the sky really is the limit for Friends' online sales-because every 

book sold lifts the library higher! 

To browse our eBay book shop, click here. 

Carter and Halls join online sales efforts 

As our online bookstore on eBay continues to grow, Friends is getting local branches involved 

in scanning donated books to see what might be valuable enough to include on the site. 

Mali Glazer at the Carter Branch library and Sharon Smith and Nancy Webb at the Halls 

branch are loyal Friends volunteers who've begun scanning books. The ones they find that 

might sell for $16 or more then get passed to the online crew to list on eBay. 

Thanks to the library staff and volunteers for expanding our efforts! 

Gloria Austin wins statewide honors 



Congratulations to Gloria Austin! The Friends of Tennessee Libraries is recognizing her 

contributions to the Knox County Friends group at its annual meeting Saturday, Oct. 4, at the 

King Family Library in Sevierville. 

Friends president Bonny Naugher nominated Gloria for her work in launching our online book 

shop on eBay. Sales through the eBay site continue to grow every month. 

Heartfelt thanks to Gloria for her hard work! 

Be a Dolly campaign launches 

Be a Dolly and support the Imagination Library of Knox County! 

Here's the scoop: You'll soon begin seeing Be A Dolly Challenge yard signs around the 

county. Someone has placed them to encourage the people who live there to donate to the 

Imagination Library - and to pass the yard sign along to another potential donor's yard. 

Dolly Parton's Imagination Library of Knox County mails one new, age-appropriate book each 

month to any Knox County child from birth until age five at no cost to the family. Imagination 

Library books arrive in the child's name and are theirs to keep, read, and enjoy. We welcome 

every child from birth to age 5 in every Knox County family to participate. We encourage 

parents to enroll siblings so that each child can receive his or her own book in the mail. 

Imagination Library is supported by our community-by foundations, corporations, grants, 

and individual donors like you! Consider making a donation today to help us grow Knox 

County's future readers. 

Learn how to search for your home's history 

Researching your house history can be an exciting adventure. The history of your house is 

not only the history of the structure itself but also the history of the people who have lived 



there. 

A class at the East Tennessee History Center on Oct. 20 will provide information, steps, and 

resources to support your research of your house. We'll start with what you know and work 

back toward the origins of your property. We'll explore dividing the research into parts such as 

the land, building/ house, and people associated with the property. 

We'll show you what has worked in the past and introduce you to resources that will be 

helpful to you along this journey; resources that are available within the Calvin M. McClung 

Historical Collection, in the Knox County Archives, and online. The approach is up to you 

and how detailed your interest may be. 

Registration is reguired for this event. Register here. 

Join us for the next year 

Friends of the Knox County Public Library officially launched its annual membership drive 

today! We hope you'll join us again to support our libraries. They give so much to us; let's 

give a little back! 

Click here to renew your membership or to join! Thanks! 
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