
Friends, food and inspiration 



The Friends of the Library's annual meeting is July 14 at 5:30, and we hope you'll join us! 

There are lots of good reasons to do so. 

First, the Friends. We will get acquainted (or reacquainted!) while enjoying a beverage and 

live music at 5:30. Then, the food. Dinner will be catered by Real Good Kitchen, led by former 

FOL president Bailey Foster (the past few years' menu has been delicious!). Finally, the 

inspiration. Diane Rocco, who leads the Blount County Friends of the Library online sales 

team, will discuss the success that group has had and inspire us to continue building our own 

on line book sales (which are already doing great with more than 1,100 books listed on 

eBay!). We hope Diane's talk will encourage more Friends to jump into the project with some 

volunteer hours. 

There will be just a little bit of business, too, approving the slate of officers for the 2025-2026 

year. 

Members can RSVP by emailing info@knoxfriends.org. Seating is limited, so early RSVPs 

are encouraged. 

Lift up the library! New Friends of the Library t-shirts will be sold at the annual meeting on 

July 14. Get yours for $10. 

Free books for kids 

Friends of the Library will have a table of FREE children's books available during select kids' 

programs at Lawson McGhee Library this summer! 

We're working to share the extra books we've received with families in our community-so 

keep an eye out for our table outside the children's program room. You never know what 

great stories you'll find! 

Availability may vary depending on the event. 



Join Friends for a Killer Night 

Knoxville author Audra McElyea is well known for novels "in their villain era," and her 

upcoming release Not Good People is no different. 

When a group of strangers scores what seems like the ultimate escape - a week at a 

remote, off-the-grid castle tucked in the Blue Ridge Mountains - it feels too good to be true. 

And it is. A brutal snowstorm hits the night they arrive, cutting them off from the outside world. 

Then comes the twist: none of them actually won anything. Someone orchestrated this. Paid 

for their stays. Brought them here on purpose. And now, they're trapped, not just by the 

weather, but by a game that's only just begun. 

Each day, a locked box opens. Each one contains a secret that could destroy a life - and not 

just within the castle walls. The truth is being leaked to the outside world. And with every 

reveal, paranoia grows. Who brought them here? Why? And what happens if they try to 

leave? 

Because someone believes these guests have sins to pay for and they've decided these are 

Not Good People. 

Join us on Friday, October 17th at 6pm at the East Tennessee History Center for the 

exclusive Not Good People bookish launch party! Abby Ham, local WBIR-TV news anchor, 

will moderate our discussion of Not Good People, leading us in the first hour of the event. 

During the second hour, guests can snack, chat, mingle, and purchase copies of Audra's 

books in the signing line. Your $5 ticket purchase includes entry to the launch party as well as 

light snacks catered by Rothchild's. 

Get your tickets here.

Friends receives gift of children's books 



Dr. Susan Groenke, professor of English education at UTK and the most recent director of 

Center for Children's and Young Adult Literature (CCYAL), donated 50 boxes of books to 

Friends. 

CCYAL was created to engage and empower young readers with high quality children's and 

young adult books. Groenke's research focused on adolescent reading motivation and 

engagement and using young adult literature in anti-racist teacher education. CCYAL was 

conceived by Ken Wise of UT Libraries and Jinx Watson, the founder of the Blue Ribbon 

Book Selection Committee for Dolly Parton's Imagination Library. 



Free books and grab bags at Rothrock 

The featured books at Rothrock this summer will be in "grab bags": 5 pre-bagged books for 

$1. But that's not all that's new. A plastic bin also offers books for free! Rothrock will be closed 

on Sundays and on the Fourth of July. Come see us in the front of Lawson McGhee Library 

Monday to Saturday from 10:30am - 4:30pm. 
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Thur: 5:00-7:00 I Fri: 10:00-5:00 

Hi-Wire Brewing 
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Howard Pinkston Branch Library 
10:00-5:00 

Crafty Bastard (West) 
During Business Hours 
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