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Annual Friends of the Library meeting on July 14

by Crystal Sansom

Friends of the Knox County Public Library will hold its Annual Meeting on July 14th at the
East Tennessee History Center, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The evening will feature delicious food
and wine (with tea and water also available), followed by a brief meeting and our speaker
presentation. It promises to be a fun and engaging evening, offering a great chance to
connect with fellow FOL members.

Dinner will be catered by Bailey Foster—former FOL President—and her company, Real
Good Kitchen. During the meeting, we will vote to approve the minutes from last year’s
Annual Meeting and elect the 2025-2026 officers for the upcoming fiscal year. Our featured
speaker this year is Diane Rocco from the Blount County Library, presenting on eBay, online
sales, and online growth.

We'll also be using the meeting as an opportunity to encourage volunteer sign-ups, so if
you've ever wanted to be more hands-on with the organization, now is your chance!

Members can RSVP by emailing info@knoxfriends.org. We currently have over 600 members
and seating is limited, so early RSVPs are encouraged to help ensure a spot at the event.

Sales team announces changes and seeks volunteers

By Kaitlynn Copinger

We have lots of news coming out of our Sales and Distribution (SDC) committee! First of all,

the group has a new name: ROC3KS! This new acronym reflects the many groups that play a
role in how our Friends organization organizes and acquires, sells, and distributes books:



through our Friends @ Rothrock Used Book Shop, Online Sales, Community Donation,
Community Sales, Community Distribution, Knox County Public Library, and Sorting.

ROC3KS is on a roll, making changes that will strengthen our organization for the future. First
of all, they are raising used book prices — for the first time since, incredibly, 1995! Hardcover
books will increase in price from $2 to $3 and trade soft cover books will increase from $1 to
$2. The price change will take effect July 1 for sales at Rothrock and our community branch
sales.

However, prices are not increasing for our mass market paperbacks, children’s books, or
media, such as CDs or books on CD.

Patrons of our Rothrock store will also see some changes. We will be rotating in and out and
adding new books more frequently, especially for the fiction, mystery, and history/biography
genres. We are also creating $1 grab bags containing novels and mystery books. If you're
looking for some fresh reads, come on down to the bookstore! Located inside the Lawson
McGhee Library, our bookstore is open Monday through Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Given how busy downtown Knoxville is on the weekend, our bookstore will now be closed on
Sundays so our volunteers don’t have to fight for parking. Depending on downtown events,
we may close on occasional Saturdays, too.

Our eBay store continues to be highly successful, with net sales of $1,000 or more a month
under the leadership of Gloria Austin. Going forward, Sheryl Hulse will manage the eBay
store and inventory while Gloria focuses on eBay mass market paperback sales.

Interested in getting involved with this vibrant, dynamic group? We have a volunteering
opportunity for you! Help us scan new books so we can assign them prices and get them
ready for sales online, at Rothrock or at the branches. Must have a cell phone, and training is
provided.

Contact Sheryl Hulse at info@knoxfriends.org if you're interested!

New Friends Merch Coming Soon!
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Have you ever spotted someone wearing a Friends T-shirt, and wish you had one, too? Well,
soon your wait will be over!

We're ordering new T-shirts for our volunteers! The design, which incorporates an image
created by Knoxville illustrator Paris Woodhull, is on a blue shirt with white printing.
Previously used as an extremely popular fundraising T-shirt, we’re bringing it back to show
our appreciation to you, our volunteers.

All our new volunteers will get a free T-shirt. Volunteers who received a free T-shirt in the past
will be able to order this new one at our Annual Meeting on July 14. Shirts are $10 and
available in small, medium, and large.

We look forward to seeing our volunteers bedecked in their new FOL gear later this summer!

The sky’s the limit this summer

By Jon Herrmann

Schools are out but learning doesn’t have to stop this summer. The Knox County Public
Library launched the “Sky Above Us” Summer Library Challenge on May 17, which runs
through August 7.

You can pick up a “Sky Above Us” gameboard at any library location. It includes activities like
racing paper airplanes, reading under the stars, and recording the weather. You can also
track activities through Beanstack.

Participants can earn a prize for every five activities logged on the gameboard or in
Beanstack. For completing all 25 activities, you'll earn a bonus prize of a color-your-own
telescope or sun squirt toy.

Whether you're reading a book about something that flies or attending an activity at one of
the library branches, there are plenty of opportunities to earn prizes. Visiting one of the
Storybook Trail locations around the county is another way to accomplish your challenge
goals.




“We're excited that the summer reading challenge is off to a great start!,” Erin Ngyuen, Library
Children’s Services Manager for KCPL, said. “The challenge continues a tradition started at
the Knox County Public Library over a century ago of encouraging children to continue
reading and learning over the summer break from school through library programs and
rewards. This summer, we're focusing on science, particularly the science of the skies. Kids,
teens, and adults are all invited to earn rewards by reading, completing learning activities
related to the sky, and attending fun, educational library programs.”

To learn more about the summer challenge, find suggested books, or download fun summer
activities, visit https://www.knoxcountylibrary.org/summer-library-club.

Children’s Festival of Reading
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Overnight rain made the ground soggy but didn’t dampen spirits or attendance at the
Children’s Festival of Reading on May 17 at Worlds Fair Park, Business was brisk at the
Friends’ used book sale, which netted more than $1500. Friends also supports the festival
financially.

Morph the Energy of Your Dream: A Visit from Jeff
Zentner

by Crystal Sansom

On May 9, students at Central High School lined the auditorium walkway, buzzing with
excitement for a chance to meet Nashville author Jeff Zentner. Some clutched well-loved
copies of his books. Others held out their shirts for him to sign. All were eager to hear from
the voice behind the stories they loved and the speech they'd just heard about the
transformative power of dreams.

Zentner, a former musician turned bestselling Young Adult author, delivered an inspiring and
deeply personal talk to students in English, creative writing, theater, and art classes at Central
High. With warmth and humor, he spoke about the power of dreams, and what happens when



one dream ends and another begins. Drawing from his own journey, he encouraged students
to embrace failure not as an ending, but as a spark that can ignite something new. His
message hit especially close to home, as it happened to be the senior class’s final day.

Later that evening, Zentner took the stage at the East Tennessee History Center, where he
charmed us with stories from his writing life, a few behind-the-scenes tales from the
publishing world, and a good dose of humor that had the crowd laughing throughout. It was
part literary talk, part stand-up set and entirely unforgettable.

These two events were all thanks to your support! The impact was clear: students left
energized, readers left inspired, and everyone left a little more connected to the stories that
shape us.

Grab bags at Rothrock

The featured books at Rothrock this summer will be in "grab bags”: 5 pre-bagged books for
$1. The bags of books will be on the top of the main/middle shelves where we normally have
our feature books. Starting this month, Rothrock will be closed on Sundays. Come see us in
the front of Lawson McGhee Library Monday to Saturday from 10:30am - 4:30pm.
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