
Upcoming author event: Jeff Zentner on May 9 

By Crystal Sansom 

In preparation for our upcoming author event with Jeff Zentner on May 9 at the East 

Tennessee History Center, we asked Jeff a few of our most burning questions. Read his 

answers below and purchase your tickets for the event here! 

What's one book you wish you'd written-or one that made you rethink your own voice 

as a writer? 

Zentner: Every time I read a Charlotte Mcconaghy book (Migrations, Once There Were 

Wolves, Wild Dark Shore) I'm in awe of how thrilling and beautiful they are, with such 

immaculately crafted sentences. Huge fan. Same thing every time I reread The English 

Patient by Michael Ondaatje. 



Your books often explore grief and loss so beautifully. What draws you to write about 

these themes again and again? 

Zentner: I've always been wired to seek out and confront what I fear, and I fear grief and loss. 

Grief is a loss of a part of yourself that can never quite be put back, and I love to fix things 

and make them new. So writing about grief is my way of contending with an emotion you can't 

fix. 

Tennessee feels like a character in your books: alive, complicated, and full of soul. Is 

there a specific place, sound, or detail about Tennessee that anchors you when you're 

writing? 

Zentner: I love the green of Tennessee. I recently discovered that I have a huge amount of 

Irish ancestry, and I think I have some ancestral memory happening there. I'm also a huge 

fan of smells and Tennessee's humid air is really incredible at capturing and conveying 

smells, whether magnolia and honeysuckle blossoms or fallen leaves or coming snow, or 

hickory smoke. You name it. Tennessee is a good-smelling state. 

Gun violence is a major theme of Colton Gentry's Third Act. Did the school shooting in 

Nashville in 2023 influence your direction in the book? 

Zentner: Honestly, no. I had already written the book by then. I was mostly influenced by the 

shooting at the country music show in Las Vegas a few years earlier. But the Covenant 

shooting (I have a dear friend whose daughter survived it) only drove home what a terrible 

problem we have in this country and made it very easy for me to imagine how a man could 

break and throw away fame and fortune in his grief over this intractable issue. 

Any book projects in the works? 

Zentner: I have another YA book coming out in Summer 2026, called Wayfarers. It's a novel 

in verse cowritten with my brilliant friend Brittany Cavallaro. But then in Fall 2026, I have 

another book for the adult market coming out, called Love, Like Apples. It's a love story that 

takes place behind the scenes of a PBS show for teens in 1970s New York City. It's a true 

passion project. 

Buy your tickets to see Jeff Zentner on May 9 here! There will be a book signing following the 

talk and Union Avenue Books will be on-site, offering a selection of Zentner's books for 

purchase. Your ticket purchase also gains you one entry into a drawing for a chance to win 

prize packages of Jeff Zentner's books! 

Children's Festival of Reading May 17 



By Jon Herrmann 

The Children's Festival of Reading is May 17, a chance to enjoy world-class authors and 

illustrators, storytellers, musicians, science demonstrations, arts & crafts, and more. 

Among the authors attending this year's festival is Elliott Smith, who writes under the name of 

Jake Maddox. Smith's book "Baseball Blowup" is the One Book Read City selection for Knox 

County elementary schoolers. 

The book tells the story of Malcolm, who combines his love of baseball and science. But 

when Malcolm's homemade glove oil causes a major blowup with his teammates, he must 

find a way to win back their trust. 

"I thought combining baseball and science would be a fun way to show young readers that 

you can care about sports and school and find ways to combine them," Smith said. "I hope 

readers take from the story that you can follow your passions, no matter what they are, and 

there's no reason to hide or diminish one part of your personality. Additionally, I wanted to 

show that science is found throughout all sports, even if you might not realize it at first!" 

Smith has a lifelong love of reading, enjoying The Hardy Boys series, the books by Judy 

Blume, the Choose-Your-Own-Adventure series, and the Encyclopedia Brown books as a 

child. He believes there is a book for everyone. 

"I think we can encourage readers of all ages by letting them know there are books of all 

kinds available for them to read, no matter their interest," Smith said. "From sports to movies 

to history to graphic novels, there's a whole world of reading enjoyment right there! It's just a 

matter of giving it a shot. And if that particular book doesn't work, there's always another one 

to try." 

Come meet Smith and other authors at the Children's Festival of Reading from 10 a.m.-3 

p.m. on Saturday, May 17, at World's Fair Park.

Online sales team gets needed help from clubs 



From left to right: Students from Lincoln Memorial University helped scan books on April 9; Carrie Rose, a 
scanning member of the online sales team, arranged for members of her church's youth group to work in 

January. 

By Diane Tuccillo 

Our Friends online sales team is making progress by leaps and bounds, the tasks are 

ongoing, and they keep building as we receive more and more materials to list on eBay. The 

profits we gain each month could not be made without help from the ground up. Hundreds of 

books are withdrawn from the shelves at branch libraries or donated by members of the 

public each month. Each book must be valued to see if it would garner enough profit to list 

online. So it is essential for us to be able to scan the donations for their value. 

One way we are making headway is through the generous donation of volunteer hours by 

local small groups of various kinds. Recently, we had a variety of groups come to the 

basement of Lawson McGhee Library to scan and sort donations. These included students 

from the University of Tennessee' Haslam School of Business and medical students from 

Lincoln Memorial University. There is also a local book club that comes in to scan the purple 

bags, and we had a young adult church group come as well. These small groups of 

volunteers are a great help in keeping us up-to-date with evaluating library withdrawals and 

donations. 

We would appreciate your help! Contact Sheryl Hulse at info@knoxfriends.org to get 

involved. We need scanners and sorters, but also team trainers, price researchers, listers, 

shippers, and other jobs as needed. If you know of an organization, business, or group that 

needs volunteer hours and would enjoy contributing to our cause, we would like to have them 

help us. 

One more request 

The team needs small cardboard boxes to ship books, If you have some to donate, please 

drop them off at the Rothrock Used Book Shop for the online sales team. Thanks! 

Appreciation Week 



National Library Week, April 6-12, highlights the valuable role libraries and library 

professionals play in transforming lives and strengthening our communities. Friends 

celebrated by distributing notes, along with Chick-fil-A gift cards, to thank library staff 

members for their work. 



At Rothrock in May 

Old and Odd Books will be featured in Rothrock Used Book Shop in May. You never know 

what you may find! Come see us in the front of Lawson McGhee Library Monday to Saturday 

from 10:30am - 4:30pm and Sundays from 1 :00pm - 4:30pm. Please note the shop will be 

closed on May 11 for Mother's Day, May 17 for the Children's Festival of Reading and 

Memorial Day weekend. 
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