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Summer
2010
enjoyed a rich
tradition
of

100 years;

n The Friends of the

Knox County Public

Library is a part of a

nationwide network of

Friends organizations;

n The Friends of the Knox

County Public Library has

provided volunteers and

financial support for 39

years;

n Friends of the Knox

County Public Library are

dedicated to fostering a

On Monday, October 11,
Mayor Tim Burchett presented a
proclamation in recognition of the
Friends of Knox County Public
Library to President Elnora Williams
as Director Dr. Bob Kirk, left, and
Secretary Glenn Walter, right, looked
on. The event preceded
National Friends of Libraries Week,
October 17-23, 2010.
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love of libraries, books

and reading in the Knox

County area by commu-

nity outreach, advocacy

and support of the Knox

County Public Library

System and staff;

n Knox County wishes

to thank the Friends of

the Knox County Public

Library for their support

of the community and its

readers.
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Read with Me
Moves to Library,
Needs Volunteers
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By Mary Pom Claiborne
You may have
read about the rise of
educational standards in
Tennessee. We are making
a concerted effort to raise
the bar so that Tennessee
children will be prepared to
compete in a global work
environment.While the job
of educating our youth falls
primarily on schools, it will
take all of us to achieve
educational excellence—
regardless of our individual
roles. Whether you’re
a grandparent, college
student, or career-minded
individual, you can help our
school system educate our
children.
Knox County Public
Library has taken on the
Read with Me program
originally housed in the
County Mayor’s office.
We are enthusiastic about
partnering with volunteers
and the schools to help
struggling readers gain
important skills.
Read with Me is a
program that recruits
and places volunteers in
Knox County elementary
schools once a week to
read with children. It’s a
big commitment, but also
a worthy one. Not only
do volunteers work with
children, but they have a
first-hand glimpse at the
challenges facing teachers
and administrators. Read
with Me is an opportunity
to be part of the solution.
We are looking to the
Friends of the Library to
become Read with Me
volunteers. Please contact
Molly Moore at 215-8784
or <mmoore@knoxlib.org>
for more information. Or
to sign up to volunteer,
you can go straight to our
website: <knoxlib.org/
readwithme>.

Fall 2010
From the Desk of the President

Serving in Mary Utopia Rothrock’s Spirit

By Elnora C. Williams
The year has begun for the Friends of the Knox County Public Library and I want to thank
each of you for supporting the library and working as a volunteer in various positions. Your
dedication and work is appreciated. I am excited about our work, energy and enthusiasm as
Friends of the library. I look forward to this being a successful year.
Presently, the Friends of the Library have approximately 1,200
members who have joined to provide support to the Knox County
Library system. Our members represent various areas of the city and
county. The Friends of the Library serves as a voice for the Library
and a supporter of the many events and programming. The Friends
of the library is very much a voice in the media and community,
fostering a love of libraries, books and reading in the Knox County
area through community outreach, advocacy and support of the Knox
County Public Library system and staff.
This is an appropriate time to reflect on the work of Mary Utopia Rothrock who was born
120 years ago on September 19th. The Friends of the Library bookstore is named in her honor.
Mary Utopia Rothrock, a prominent librarian, was the head of the Knoxville public library in
1916. Rothrock’s administration facilitated the beginning of the branch in Knoxville. After
Rothrock’s retirement in 1955, she was described as the” architect of regional library services”
by the National Library Quarterly. Today, as Friends of the Knox County Public library we must
continue to advocate and encourage positively the vision, creativity, innovations and services
of the library system that were so beautifully facilitated during Mary Utopia Rothrock’s era in
Knoxville. We are proud of supporting the continuance and extension of so many services
since Rothrock’s era.
Our challenge today is making our voice stronger. Presently, our initiatives are utilizing
social media outlets to communicate to the community, keeping the community educated,
involved and informed of the Friends of the Library programs and events that are sponsored
or supported: Rothrock Used Book Store, Annual Used Book Sale, Read with Me Program,
Imagination Library, The Big Read, Brown Bag, Green Book Talks, The Children’s Festival of
Reading , Summer Library Club, Movies on Market Square, Head Start Outreach, Shoebox
lLibrary, Empty Stocking Fund, and school partnerships. The Friends of the Library invite
members to volunteer, serve on committees, attend library and Friends of the Library events,
support library staffs, increase library usage and encourage greater membership participation
and input. Let’s all plan to visit and show our support of the library staffs during National
Friends of Libraries week, Oct. 17-23, 2010.
Great communities deserve great libraries.

Thank You, Larry Frank

By Elnora Williams, President
The Friends of the Knox County Public Library express a sincere thank-you for the
dedicated services of Larry Frank to the Knox County Public Library for the past seven years
as library director. Larry Frank is appreciated for the many accomplishments, innovations and
achievements for the library system of Knox County.
We hope to ensure that the wonderful contributions of Larry Frank will be preserved and
advanced for years to come. His visionary role of the library in the community has broadened
our own perspective. and we will strive to honor his work through our own continuing
commitment to the Knox County Public Library System.
A special welcome is extended to Myretta Black, interim library director of the Knox
County Public Library. The Friends of the Knox County Public Library look forward to working
with Myretta Black in supporting the staff and implementing programs and events in the public
library system.
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Calling Volunteers: Jobs Open

Best of Friends

Three Join Board

Wanted: Chair of Annual Meeting to Work with Executive Board

The Annual Meeting Chair will work with the Executive Board to determine site and

program. The chair will determine with Executive Board if the event is a meal or potluck.

The chair will promote the event with the Communications Committee and the Friends’

Coordinator. Contact Gay Hurst by e-mail: <gay_hurst@yahoo.com>.

Wanted: Co-chairs of Redesigned Used Book Sale Committee
Changes are on the very near horizon for the FOL Used Book Sale Committee.

Some people simply are irreplaceable, and that is the case for the FOL Used Book Sale

Committee as Co-chair Maggie Carini begins plans to migrate to other FOL committees in the

Peggy Bridges, chair of the

Membership Committee,

is the current publisher

near future. As a result, the FOL Board has been brainstorming ways to take this opportunity

of Knox Dogs. A former

heads trying to figure out how just one person was able to accomplish so much.

vice president of Houghton

to redesign and expand the work of the committee – while at the same time, we scratch our

The new FOL Book Sale Committee will be headed by co-chairs who will be responsible

for overseeing the various programs that fall under the committee, communicating with the

librarian, she is a former

Mifflin Harcourt Publishing

Company.

FOL Boards, and planning ways in which to meet new strategic visions of the FOL. We

encourage you to consider stepping up to the plate! Contact: Mary Ann Merrell <mamerrell@
yahoo.com>.

Wanted: Additional Leaders Related to Used Book Sales, Outreach
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Our organization is also looking for creative, committed FOL members who are interesting

in leading or co-leading various programs that fall under the Used Book Sale Committee:

•

Sort Team (led by Jean Idell) – year-round effort to organize donated books for all of

•

The Annual Used Book Sale (Mary Ann Merrell at <mamerrell@yahoo.com>)

the sales and special events we support
•

•

The Friends@Rothrock Used Book Shop at Lawson McGhee Library

Special Sales Events (such as the Children’s Festival of Reading led by Lauren

Bray, the Empty Stocking Fund project and similar activities)
•

The Shoebox Libraries (special collections we maintain throughout town for

•

Online and Rare Book Sales (Josh Leek, Jeff Johnson, and Maggie Carini)

communities that can not directly access library services; this area is led by Dottie Stamper)

Dr. Bob Kirk is professor

emeritus of health and

safety at the University of

Tennessee. As a business-

man he has served on local,

state, and national boards.

If you are interested in volunteering to work or co-lead a subcommittee–or if you are just

interested in learning more about what each of these groups is doing–contact Mary Ann Merrill
at <mamerrell@yahoo.com>. You will be glad you did (and so will we!)

Wanted: Members of the Board Development Committee
The Board Development Committee is planning three training sessions for the FOL Board

of Directors. Each session will last about 20 minutes and will take place during regular meet-

ings of the board. The first session will include a short history of the Friends of Knox County

Public Library. Anyone interest in working with Co-chairs Vicki Creed and Bonny Naugher

should contact Bonny at 865.523.8596.

Wanted: Members Who Want Renewal Reminders by E-Mail
Mailing notices that membership dues need to be renewed cost the Friends up to $400

a year in postage alone, money that could be used to enhance our library system. If e-mail

is convenient for you and you would like to receive your renewal notice and/or the newsletter

electronically, please e-mail FOL Coordinator Abby Wintker at <info@knoxfriends.org>.

Lillian Mashburn, chair

of FOL’s Advocacy

Committee since 2009, is

a retired lobbyist for the

University of Tennessee.
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When Does a Book
Stop Being a Book?
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The FOL Sort Team can
answer that riddle. A
member of the team
opened what had appeared
to be a book titled The
Transfer only to discover
that the volume was no
book at all. Instead it was
a jewelry case, still hiding
its treasures. In small satin
envelopes the team found
two rings, a pin, and a
string of pearls.
Recovering from their
astonishment, members
of the team identified the
donor of the boxes of
books which included the
secret stash and offered to
return the jewelry.
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Committees Report Activities

ADVOCACY: The election season is behind us, but this committee has a year-round mission
to fulfill as the Voice of the Public to the Library and Voice of the Library to the Public. By
attending public meetings, writing letters, and making phone calls to officials, we strive to
become identified by local and state lawmakers as advocates for the Knox County Public
Library and to develop strong, clear lines of communication with the public as well as with civic
leaders. On our calendar early in 2011 is Tennessee Library Legislative Day in Nashville on
January 26, an opportunity to meet with other advocates and to let our state legislators know
what the library means to our community.
BOOK SALE: How can you spread your love of books and reading? Donate your used books!
We especially need children’s books for our big contribution to the News Sentinel’s Empty
Stocking Fund in early December. Smaller donations (full grocery bag or less) may be left at
any branch library. Please bring more sizable donations to the main library, Lawson McGhee,
at 500 W. Church Avenue, or call the FOL office (215.8775) to arrange a pick up. We accept
all books except those that are damaged, soiled, or mildewed.
COMMUNICATIONS: The Communications Committee works to keep the public and the
Friends’ membership informed about the value of libraries to our communities. We use a
website, <www.knoxfriends.org>, Facebook, and our newsletter. We also use local media to
publicize what the organization is doing. Snapshot Day was our next big project in cooperation
with the Knox County Public Library. The Tennessee Library Association and the American
Library Association are asking libraries to gather data and photographs to show what goes on
in libraries on any one day. On October 13 Friends were to collect pictures from across the
county to support the data the library system gathers. If you have favorite stories of how you
use the library or how a specific librarian has helped you, please let us know. You can e-mail
<gill333375@bellsouth.net> or send a letter to Editor Martha Gill, 4109 Forest Glen Drive,
Knoxville, TN 37919. If you would like to leave a message telling your story, call 215-8775.
FOUNDATION: See page 5.

Another Jewel:
Jean Idell

Among Senior
Superlatives honored by
Covenant Health at a gala
luncheon on September
15 was our very own Jean
Idell. To Friends of the
Library, Jean is at the top
of Who’s Who among
Active Seniors.

HEAD START: This committee swings into action for five weeks in April and May, when
volunteers read children’s books (borrowed from the Knox County Public Library collection)
to eight Head Start classes at the Claxton West Center. Interested volunteers should contact
Janet Oakes at 675.1958.
MEMBERSHIP: During National Friends of the Library Week, October 17-23, members of the
Friends will visit branches to spread the word about our mission and to add new recruits to our
growing rolls.
SHOEBOX: Jean (the " work machine") Idell has outdone herself (no easy task!) in taking
materials to the Ben Atchley Veteran's Center. The audio/talking books have proved to be a
huge success at the veteran's center, allowing residents to listen to books when they are no
longer able to read easily. This effort by Jean Idell truly reflects the spirit of both the Friends
of Knox Library and the charter of the Shoebox Libraries, to provide materials to those for
whom conventional library access is not available. Dottie Stamper delivered materials to the
Dr. Lee Williams Tenant Association in August and looks forward to delivering more library
items to that association in the near future. Shoebox Libraries recognizes that for so many of
our seniors with vision issues, talking/audio books are proving to be a great asset.
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Knox County Public Library Foundation:

Questions and Answers
By Ginna Mashburn
Foundation Co-Chair

Q: When was the foundation
established?
A: We received 501(c)(3) status in the spring
of 2007 after about a year of organizational
work.
Q: Who began it and why?
A: At its 2006 Annual Meeting, the Friends
of the Library voted to fund the startup of a foundation. They recognized
the need for a separate organization
to supplement its support of the public
library. Whereas FOL is a grass-roots
organization that promotes literacy through
various projects and recycles books
through its bookstore and annual book
sale, the foundation is a major fund-raising
organization prepared to “collect, invest, and
distribute funds donated for the improvement
of the Knox County Library.”
Q: Who is on the foundation board?
A: Our by-laws stipulate that FOL, the
Library Advisory Board, and the Old Lawson
McGhee Board have a representative. In
addition, individuals with a strong interest in
the long-term health of the library agree to
serve rotating terms.
Q: What is the foundation’s interest
in building a new central library?
A: Because we recognize the need to
expand upon or replace Lawson McGhee,
building a new central facility is a strong
priority. LML was never intended as the main
library for a 17-branch system. It lacks the
space and the technological capacity to serve
a system of our size. We realize that the
government alone cannot build such a facility,
so we are prepared to raise private funds to
augment the public money. It is fair to say
that a 2004 effort to build a new central library
would have been more successful had the
foundation been in place then.
Q: What is the relationship between
a central library and the 17 branches?
A: Citizens of Knox County love their
branches. What everyone may not realize
is that branches are only as strong as
the central trunk, to expand on the tree
metaphor. The library has an elaborate
courier system whereby books are moved
around the system as patrons need them,
with Lawson McGhee the hub for all that
activity. As well, LML is the location for
administrative offices, tech support, the main

audio and video collection, and the research
department. Without the central facility, the
branches would have little or no life.
Q: What has the foundation done to
promote building a new central library?
A: A site selection committee of the board
has worked vigorously for the last few years
to locate an ideal and affordable space
to recommend to the county. Thanks to a
grant from the City of Knoxville, the East
Tennessee Community Design Center
helped us evaluate three separate sites for
comparison purposes: the L&N properties
at World’s Fair Park, the Marble Alley
development on North Gay Street, and the
old Baptist Hospital. The results of that study
were inconclusive; however, it provided the
criteria by which future properties can be
evaluated.
Q: What is the status of that effort
now under a new county government?
A: Mayor Burchett has made it clear that
he does not believe Knox County can afford
a new central library, nor does he seem
supportive of the public and private efforts to
build one. We will determine at our annual
board meeting in early November how we will
proceed given this political reality. We know
that ultimately, it is the county government
that must make decisions about such a
project; and we are optimistic that we can be
helpful partners in that effort. However, the
foundation will continue to exist, the need for
a new library will only intensify as the years
pass, and we will be in place when the time
comes.
Q: What was the role of Larry
Frank, former library director, with the
foundation?
A: Mr. Frank served as professional
advisor. Working with his staff and volunteer
architects from McCarty, Holsaple, McCarty,
he devised a program of space needs for a
new facility. His expertise was immensely
valuable in helping clarify the needs, and his
insights will be helpful in the future. However,
the impetus for the new facility came from our
board.
Q: Does the foundation currently
have any money?
A: Yes, but we have not been aggressive
in raising funds. We received a generous
bequest from the Margaret Dickson estate,
gifts in Robert Loest’s memory, and donations
from the Clayton Family Foundation, all of
which are invested for future use.

Knox County Libraries

Snapshots

Patrons come to check out
a week’s reading . . .

. . . to use a computer . . .

. . . or to enjoy Story Time.
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An East Tennessee Writer Worth Remembering

Community Reads
Zora Neal Hurston

6

For the fourth year the
Knox County Public
LIbrary and the YWCA
Knoxville invite readers
to share the experience
of reading a classic, this
time the powerful novel
Their Eyes Were Watching
God by Zora Neal
Hurston. From the kickoff
event on October 1 on
Market Square to a panel
discussion by community
leaders on October 29 to
a discussion of how art
shapes our perceptions,
numerous events are
scheduled in Knox, Blount,
and Anderson counties.
For a complete calendar,
go to <www.knoxlib.org>.
The Big Read is an
initiative of the National
Endowment for the Arts
in partnership with the
Institute of Museum and
Library Services and Arts
Midwest.

Yale University in a master’s program. He
By Jeff Johnson
eventually earned both his master’s and his
It seems that the best of the writers
Ph.D. from Yale, finishing in 1962.
who were born or primarily raised in East
After teaching in the Northeast for a
Tennessee usually shift their locales at some
couple of years, Marius returned to East
point in their careers. James
Tennessee
where he took a position
Agee moved to the Northeast
on the faculty of the University of
for his secondary education
Tennessee. Charismatic and youthful,
and settled in New York City;
Marius became a popular humanities
Cormac McCarthy moved both his
teacher as well as a critic of the Vietnam
residence and his novels’ settings
Richard Marius War and many of the university’s policies
to the American West. Likewise,
concerning free speech and separation of
East Tennessee-born and bred author
church and state.
Richard Marius lived and worked in Knoxville
His first novel, The Coming of Rain, was
for the early part of his career but ended up
published
by Alfred A. Knopf in 1969. Taking
teaching writing at Harvard University for the
place
in
a
fictionalized Loudon County (called
last two decades of his life. While Richard
Bourbon County in the book), the story was
Marius does not have the current reputation
set in the difficult years following the Civil
of either Agee or McCarty, his contribution to
War. The book was favorably reviewed in
literature is certainly an outstanding one in
the New York Times and was chosen as
both the categories of fiction and biography.
an
alternative selection for the Book-ofBorn in Dixie Lee Junction, just west
the-Month
Club. Knopf would remain the
of Knoxville, in 1933, Marius was the son
publisher of all of Marius’ fiction throughout
of a college-educated Greek immigrant
his career.
who managed the foundry at the Lenoir
Marius’ second novel, Bound for the
Car Works of the Southern Railway. His
Promised Land, was published in 1976. It
mother was a reporter for The Knoxville
concerns an East Tennessee family who
News-Sentinel in the 1920s and 1930s. He
travel west in the 1850s on a wagon train. It
was raised on a 20-acre Loudon
is a very appealing book and, even
County farm with three siblings.
though I read it over 20 years ago,
Marius’ mother Eunice was a
I still remember certain scenes and
fundamentalist Southern Baptist
revelations.
who exerted much influence
In 1978, Marius left East
on Richard that is reflected
Tennessee
to become the director
both in his novels and his
of the Expository Writing Program
life choices. As a child and
at Harvard University.
young man, Marius shared
Marius set aside fiction for
his mother’s devout Christian
a time and in 1983 produced a
beliefs and, after earning a
well-researched and scholarly, but
B.S. in journalism from the
readable,
biography of Sir Thomas
University of Tennessee in 1954,
More, the English lawyer, writer and politician
he enrolled in a divinity program at the New
who was eventually beheaded by King
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. After
Henry VIII for not accepting his break with
a year in Europe as a Rotary Fellow at the
Catholicism. The book was heavily praised
University of Strasbourg, Marius returned
and was a finalist for a National Book Award
to a different Southern Baptist Seminary in
and a main selection for the History Book
Louisville, Kentucky, where he earned his
B.D. in 1958. Instead of seeking employment Club.
as a minister, however, Marius enrolled at

See More About Marius, page 7
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177.5 more hours to find your favorite book
By Mary Pom Claiborne
Chiel Library Liaison

Good news for library patrons! Working

with Mayor Tim Burchett, Knox County

Public Library is able to restore 177.5 more
public hours each week. In late 2008, the

hours across the system were reduced as
a result of a countywide hiring freeze. By

lifting the hiring freeze and reallocating some
administrative duties, the library is able to

restore all the hours while maintaining the
current budget.

This restoration brings the number of

public hours up to 887.5 total operating hours

Extended hours will give patrons at the Murphy branch more time on computers, which
are much in demand there.

each week across the system. The new

schedule is being worked out and will be
announced in late October.

Friends Thank
Library Staff

Friends of the Library

appreciate library staff!

And we know that the

community does, too. This

year, as we have in years

past, FOL is observing

the Tuesday of National

Friends of Libraries Week

as Staff Appreciation Day

by treating library staff to

lunch. Rothchild Catering

will create delicious

meals in reusable totes

and distribute them to

all library locations on

October 19.

Our dedicated library staff

More about Marius Continued from page 6

deserves a big thank-you!

With his third novel, After the War, he
again wrote about the citizens of Bourbon
County, Tennessee, this time following World
War I. The story is a fictionalized account
of his own parents’ lives and concerns the
courtship and marriage of a Greek immigrant
and a local girl. The New York Times named
it one of the best novels of 1992.
In 1999, Marius published his second
major biography, this one of Martin Luther,
the monk whose criticism of the Catholic
Church became the inspiration for the
Protestant Reformation. This book also was
widely praised and became a History Book
Club main selection.
Richard Marius had been diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer in 1998 and, wanting to
finish one last novel, the third in his Bourbon
County trilogy, retired from his 20 years of
teaching expository writing at Harvard to
devote his diminishing energy to his own
writing. He was able to complete An Affair
of Honor several months before his death,
and the novel was published posthumously
in 2001. Set in 1953, the protagonist of
the novel is the son of the Greek immigrant
and his fundamentalist wife whom we were
introduced to in After the War.

Governor Bredesen,
Secretary of State
Appreciate Friends

All of Marius’ books are still available,
many in inexpensive paperback editions
and—of course—at the Knox County Public
Library. He is a lesser-known but very
readable East Tennessee writer who is worth
remembering—and reading—once again.

Dates to Remember

October 17-23 Friends of Libraries Week
October Specials@Rothrock Advance
Readers from Carpe Librum
November Specials@Rothrock
Thanksgiving and Christmas Items
December Specials@Rothrock Books for
Giving
January 26, 2011 Tennessee Library
Legislative Day in Nashville
March 5, 2011 Members Only Annual Used
Book Sale
March 6-12, 2011 Annual Used Book Sale
Open to Public
Friday, May 13 Friends of Tennessee
Libraries Annual Meeting at the
Brentwood Library in Brentwood, TN

Governor Phil Bredesen

and Secretary of State Tre

Hargett have proclaimed

October 17-23, 2010, as

“Friends of Libraries Week

in the Great State of

Tennessee.”

A copy of the proclamation

is posted on the home

page of the Friends of

Tennessee Libraries’

website:

<www.friendstnlibraries.

org>.
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Friends of Knox County Public Library
500 West Church Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37902-2525
865.215.8775

Knoxville, TN
Permit No. 964

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Fax 865.215.8772
E-mail <info@knoxfriends.org>

Friends of the Knox County Public Library
500 West Church Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37902-2525
865.215.8775

I wish to join/renew my membership in the Friends.

Category of Membership

Name_______________________________________________

___Library Lover (Students & Seniors): $10

Address_____________________________________________

___Bookworm (Individual): $15

City___________________________________State_________

___First Edition (Family): $25

Zip______________________________Telephone__________
E-Mail_______________________________________________

_____I want to receive my newsletter by e-mail.
___Check made to Friends of the Knox County
Public Library is enclosed. 					
			
						
Signature____________________________________________

		

___Mary Lawson McGhee: $50
___Calvin McClung: $100
___Mary Utopia Rothrock: $250
___James Agee: $500
___Business Membership: $100

Or renew online <knoxfriends.org>.

