
Author Erik Larson to Appear in Knoxville
Best-selling author Erik Larson will appear 

at the Bijou Theatre on Tuesday, March 22, at 
7 p.m. This special evening will be hosted by 
Friends of the Knox County Public Library, the 
East Tennessee Historical Society, the Knox 
County Public Library, Union Ave Books, and 
Keurig Green Mountain.

Larson, the author of narrative nonfiction 
books such as In the Garden of Beasts and 

The Devil in the White City, will discuss his latest book, Dead Wake: The 
Last Crossing of the Lusitania. One of the great passenger liners of its 
era, the Lusitania was torpedoed by a German U-boat on May 7, 1915.

Tickets for the event are $21 (reserved seating) and may be purchased 
online by visiting or calling the Tennessee Theatre box office at 
865-684-1200 (Ext. 2) Each ticket holder will receive a paperback 
copy of Dead Wake. Other titles will be available for purchase, and 
the author will sign copies of his books on stage after he speaks.
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The Friends 2016 Used Book Sale will have a new home. The sale will 
be held in the Jacob Building at Chilhowee Park, June 25–28. Angela 
Hoffman, 2016 Used Book Sale Committee co-chair, says “this is a great 
location in terms of size and appeal to the public. The Jacob Building will 
provide us with more than enough square footage for all of our sale items, 
accessible and ample parking, and up to 400 tables, and it does it all at a 
well-known location used for other popular community events throughout 
the year.” Chilhowee Park is located at 3301 E Magnolia Avenue.

see Book Sale, p. 5

New Venue Announced for 2016 Used Book Sale



From the Desk of the President

Why Am I a Friend?
I’m sometimes asked, “Why are you a Friend of the 

Library?” My answer is simple: “I believe in the value of 
libraries and librarians.” 

A glimpse into my own life will explain why. I spent my 
early childhood in Cuba and moved to the States in 1957. I 
was enrolled in an excellent elementary public school with 
a very small library. 

One of the assignments in fifth grade was to read and report on a biogra-
phy. When I found nothing appealing in the school library, the school librarian 
suggested I visit the town’s public library.

I’d never been in a public library. My father helped me push open the doors, 
and a nice lady who introduced herself as Miss Nancy guided me to the 
wonders of the public library—an enormous number of books, the thoughtful 
silence, the joy of finding a captivating book (Cheaper by the Dozen), and the 
overwhelming news that I could borrow it and take it home.

Together my father and I filled out a library card application and I signed it. 
I felt so grown up because my signature was my promise to take good care of 
this wonderful book that would be shared with and enjoyed by other readers.

Since then, I’ve visited any number of libraries. Some are not so quiet, 
some are not as well stocked, some have so much material that one has to 
request books on a slip of paper and they are brought to you. In high school 
and college, I volunteered to shelve and process new books.

My answer to the question, “Why are you a Friend of KCPL?” is both ro-
mantic—“I love libraries”—and rational. 

Today, I support what I believe in, and I believe in libraries. How may one 
advocate for libraries? Not everyone has time to volunteer; when my chil-
dren were small, I certainly did not. But simply bringing them to the library, 
allowing them to check out books, and seeing that they returned their books 
taught them to respect themselves and libraries.

Using a library is a way of supporting it. Do you know that you can borrow ma-
terials from another library, request book deliveries to the homebound, navigate 
on and learn to use a computer, check out a DVD or CD, and download books? 

Moreover, joining Friends is a valid way of advocating for our library sys-
tem. Our membership numbers help convince the County Commission, the 
source of our library’s funding, that a multitude of citizens see the library as 
an invaluable cornerstone to the culture of Knox County. 

Joining helps Friends put books into empty stockings at Christmas and in 
homes year-round. Joining helps Friends host writers like Steve Inskeep and 
Erik Larson. Joining helps Friends support the amazing Imagination Library. 
Joining helps Friends put Shoebox Libraries in the Juvenile Detention Center. 
Joining helps Friends promote summer reading at 18 libraries so children 
don’t lose their reading skills during their summer vacation. Joining helps 
Friends support the From Papers to Pixels campaign. These are ways that 
your Friends membership benefits our community.

Do you love libraries? Are you a Friends of KCPL member? If so, thank 
you. If not, kindly consider joining. Let’s stand together for our library.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
MARCH

14 All Over the Page: Dr. 
Susan Groenke leads a 
discussion of Landline 
by Rainbow Rowell.

21 Friends Board of  
Directors meet.

22 Author Erik Larson dis-
cusses his book, Dead 
Wake: The Last Cross-
ing of the Lusitania, 7 
p.m., Bijou Theatre. 

23 Books Sandwiched 
In: Dr. Suzie Allard 
leads a discussion of 
Big Data: A Revolution 
That Will Transform 
How We Live, Work, 
and Think by Viktor 
Mayer-Schönberger. 

25, 27 Library closed  
for holiday.

APRIL
7 Author Robert Morgan 

gives the 2016 Wilma 
Dykeman Stokely Me-
morial Lecture, 7 p.m., 
Bijou Theater.

8-9 Farragut Branch book 
sale, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

11 All Over the Page: a 
discussion of The Truth 
According to Us by 
Annie Barrows.

15-16 Cedar Bluff Branch 
book sale, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

18 Friends Board of  
Directors meet.

22-23 Halls Branch book 
sale, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

MAY
5-8 Knoxville Stomp – 

Festival of Lost Music.
21 Childrens Festival of 

Reading, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., World’s Fair Park.

Claire Serrell



Robert Morgan to Present 2016 Wilma Dykeman Stokely Memorial Lecture
The Library Society of UT Knoxville and Friends of the 

Knox County Public Library will welcome author Robert 
Morgan to the Bijou Theatre on Thursday, April 7, at 7 p.m. 
for the 2016 Wilma Dykeman Stokely Memorial Lecture.

The event will be free to the public, but attendees must 
register in advance on the Friends website at www.knox-
friends.org or by contacting the Friends office. 

Morgan is a widely acclaimed novelist, poet, biographer, 
and playwright. His latest novel, Chasing the North Star, will 

be published on April 5. He is also the author of the New York Times best-selling novel Gap 
Creek and its sequel, The Road from Gap Creek. Dark Energy, his most recent collection of 
poems, was published in 2015.

A native of Hendersonville, NC, Morgan has taught at Cornell University since 1971, where 
he is Kappa Alpha Professor of English.

The Wilma Dykeman Stokely Lecture honors the late Wilma Dykeman (1920–2006), writer, 
speaker, teacher, historian, environmentalist and long-time friend of the Knox County Public 
Library. Her papers are part of the UT Knoxville Library’s special Collections.
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National Library Week: April 10–16
Libraries transform lives every day, and National Library Week gives us a great opportunity to 

celebrate their transformative power in our community. 
The American Library Association has sponsored this week of celebration since 1958. Rec-

ognizing the contributions of our Knox County Public Library staff will be the heart of our local 
observance of the week. On Tuesday, April 12—National Library Workers Day—Friends will 
deliver lunch to every employee at the 19 locations throughout the county. 

Join the celebration! Say thank you to your library staff, not only during National Library Week 
but all year long. Contact the Friends office and volunteer to help deliver lunches on April 12. 
And tell everyone you know how important libraries are to our community! 

‘Let’s meet at the library.’—Local Libraries Becoming Community Hot Spots
Across Knox County, more and more people are thinking of their public library as a commu-

nity center where groups gather. Elizabeth Nelson, manager of the Fountain City branch and 
long-time librarian who loves her job, explains why. 
• The library is free and open to the public.
• There is plenty of parking space.
• The area is quiet and free from distractions.
• Individuals who might have hosted the group in their homes don’t have to clean their house. 

The space is dust-free and neutral. Its bonus? Internet access.
• The space is safe—an especially important aspect if children are to gather.
• Homeschooled children are using library space as an ad hoc classroom. Bonus? A collection of 

books is nearby. Tutors can meet students there instead of having to travel to private homes.
• Events like book clubs, chess clubs, and storytimes bring together people with similar inter-

ests. The public library is Facebook with human contact.
Interested in booking space at the library? Call the manager of your favorite branch and 

schedule time for your group. It’s in the neighborhood, and it’s neighborly.
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Many thanks to these generous donors
October 2015–December 2015

Every effort has been made to make this list complete. If your name was omitted, please accept our heartfelt apologies.

Dues payers in excess of $50
Peter Andreae & Suzanne Lenhart
Ron & Jeanne Beatty
Barbara Bernstein
Molly Biscoe
Mary Sue & Larry Bjorklund
Diane Bohannon
Barbara Boulton
Paul T. Brimi
Kathy & John Buckingham
Sandra Burdick
Lisa Carroll
Katherine Crank
Anne & Jim Dally
Beverly S. Dance
Lamar C. Dempster
Margaret H. Dempster
Bobbi Deridder
Martha Edington
Terri Eitt
T. Gordon Fowler
Jim & Martha Gill
Jenny Glover
Connie Gonzalez
Bruce Haas & Gary Sharp
Roswitha Haas
Stephanie Hall & Eugene Fitzhugh

Randall & Linda Hartwig
Ted & Carla Hatfield
Donna Hollis
Marilyn & Robert Jake
Lyn & Jeff Johnson
Meryl Keegan & Greg Wilson
Bob & Aravella Kirk
Bob & Anne Killefer
David Loveless
Joan Markel
John & Lillian T. Mashburn
Tricia McClam
Mary P. Muir
John Murphy
Nancy Nelson
Dee Nichols
Harry P. & Amy Ogden
Corinne & Ed Patrick
Mickey Pease
Dr. Laura Power & Dr. John Burkhart
Mary Rayson
Tom and Julie Rechenbach
Hiram Roger & Jean Gauger
Jane Row
Rusha & Bert Sams
Finbarr Saunders

Rebecca Schneider
Pat Schraw
Paul & Claire Serrell
Susan L. Sgarlat
Peter & Trudy Shea
David & Vim Silvus
Mary F. Simpson
Mrs. Herbert Slatery
John & Paula Smartt, Jr.
Natalie Smith
Ellen & James Spitzer
Anne P. Stowers
Sue & John Stuhl
Carl O. & Martha S. Thomas
John Z. C. Thomas
Joseph Trahern
Laura & Robert Twilley
Elizabeth Wall
Larry & Chris Warren
Jack & Patricia Watson
Julie Webb
Elnora, Erven & Elandria Williams
Anna & Doug Woerner
James & Linda Yates

Peter Andreae & Suzanne Lenhart
Laura Bogle
The Book Review Club
R. W. & Nancy Cardin
Norma Cox Cook
Robert & Veronica Dobson
Vicki L. Evans
Jim & Martha Gill
Margaret L. Goodman
Graystone Presbyterian Women
Hortense & Ramon Jones
Jack & Janet Jordan
Meryl Keegan & Greg Wilson
Knoxville Woman’s Club

Nancy Nelson
Margie Pickens
Plantation Springs Neighbors
 Anonymous cash donations 

Julie Hembree 
Rip & Donna Kirby

 Jane A. Nicholson
 Joanne Roberts
 Charles & Jane Savas
 Paul & Ellen Shelton
Pete & Ginny Rowlett
Paul & Claire Serrell
Cindy Spangler
Webb Lower School of Knoxville

Empty Stocking Fund Book Drive 2015
In Memory of Leta Burgess 

by Jim & Martha Gill
In Memory of Elizabeth Shirley  

by Joan Clark & Kara Whitley
In Memory of Paula Smartt  

by Kay & Thomas Hays 
by John & Lillian T. Mashburn 
by John & Paula Smartt, Jr. 
by Jane S. Stroud

In Memory of Richard Sparks  
by Roland & Linda Julian  
by Harry Sparks

In honor of Julie Webb’s dedication to 
the Knoxville Community 
by Margaret & Wayne Ritchie, II

55 Friends member households via  
Kroger Rewards ($507.90!)

Angie Anderson
Anonymous Travelers Insurance employee 

via matching donations program

Bruce Foster
Jim & Martha Gill
Donna Hollis
Myron Sharp
Ted Smith

Miscellaneous gifts

Memorials and tributes
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Help Make the 2016 Used Book Sale a Success
The Friends 2016 Used Book Sale is our biggest fundraiser. But to be successful, a fund-

raiser must raise more than it spends. It costs roughly $10,000 to put on an annual sale. Ap-
proximately 50% of that is for rental of the venue. Other expenses include labor and vehicles to 
transport the books, advertising, and postage.

 A generous donor has offered to match donations or grants to underwrite the costs of our 
2016 sale up to a total of $1,000. Thus any donation you make will be matched dollar for dollar. 
Please use the envelope enclosed in this issue of Best of Friends to make your contribution and 
be a part of the success of this important event in the life of Friends. Your financial support can 
help make the 2016 Used Book Sale a truly Friends-owned and operated event. 

Book Sale, cont.
The committee, in addition to Angela, comprises Peter Andreae, Jen Cooper, and Jean Idell. 

They, together with the dogged assistance of Abby Wintker Burris, Friends executive director, spent 
weeks searching for a venue after learning that previous locations would not be available this year.

The 2016 Used Book Sale will open to Friends members on Saturday, June 25, then open to 
the public on Sunday, June 26. Setup will take place on Thursday and Friday, June 23 and 24. 
An announcement about the sale will be mailed to members in the weeks ahead soliciting the 
volunteer assistance essential to putting on this event. Jean Idell will be scheduling and coordi-
nating the work team for the sale again this year.

Please address any questions about the sale to the 2016 Used Book Sale Committee at 
books@knoxfriends.org.

Knoxville STOMP–a “Festival of Lost Music”–Comes to Downtown Knoxville
The Knoxville Stomp, May 5-8, 2016, is a festival celebrating the re-mastering and release 

of a newly recovered collection of recordings made at Knoxville’s St. James Hotel in 1929 and 
1930 known as the St. James Sessions. Friends is a supporting sponsor of the event. The 
citywide festival will highlight Knoxville’s varied musical heritage and the diverse voices that 
contributed to the city’s musical history. Dom Flemons headlines this exciting event, which 
also features a museum exhibition, record show, panel discussions and lots of live music. Visit 
knoxstomp.com for performance lineups, event schedules, and ticket information.

An East Tennessee Masterpiece Visits the KMA—And Friends Helped!
Several years ago, Friends partnered with the East Tennessee History Center (ETHC) to sup-

port the restoration of works by renowned local artist Anna Catherine Wiley (1879-1957). One of 
these works, which survives today thanks to a grant from Friends, is Wiley’s Mother and Child, 
a 36” x 48” oil on canvas that captures a moving scene from the 1920s. This spring, Mother and 
Child is one of four masterpieces featured at the Knoxville Museum of Art through a loan from 
ETHC’s Calvin M. McClung Historical Collection.

An East Tennessee native, Wiley has been compared to Van Gogh because of her remark-
able talent and vision. Between her paintings and life story, a tale of unrecognized genius and 
personal tragedy has formed. Fortunately, however, her works survive and continue to give 
insight into early twentieth century life in East Tennessee.

ETHC’s collections of books, papers, artwork, exhibits, photographs, artifacts, music and 
maps are valuable resources available to patrons of our public library. Thus, Friends is proud 
and pleased to have contributed to the restoration of Wiley’s legacy.
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500 West Church Avenue
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Friends of the Knox County Public Library
500 West Church Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37902-2525
865.215.8775 

I wish to join/renew my membership in the Friends.

Name_____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

City__________________________________State________

Zip______________________________Telephone_________

Email ____________________________________________

_____I want to learn more about volunteering.
_____I want to receive my newsletter by email.
_____Check made to Friends of the Knox County
           Public Library is enclosed.

My favorite library branch is __________________ 

     Category of Membership

       ___Library Lover (Students & Seniors): $10

___Bookworm (Individual): $15

___First Edition (Family): $25

___Mary Lawson McGhee: $50

___Calvin McClung: $100

___Mary Utopia Rothrock: $250

___James Agee: $500

___Business Membership: $100

Make check payable to Friends of the 
Knox County Public Library

Renewals can also be made online www.knoxfriends.org
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Advocate for and support your library by joining Friends!


