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Friends @ Rothrock
Open Every Day

Although Friends @ 
Rothrock, the Friends’ 
daily used bookstore, 
will be closed during the 
Annual Used Book Sale, 
the shop in the foyer of 
Lawson McGhee Lbrary 
usually follows this weekly 
schedule, barring holidays:  
Sunday

1-4:30 p.m.
Monday

Noon-4:00 p.m.
4:00-7:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Noon-4 p.m.
4-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
2-4:30 p.m.

Thursday
Noon-3:30 p.m.
3:30-6:30 p.m.

Friday
1-4:30 p.m.

Saturday
        1-4:30 p.m.

2

Make Your Way to the 2009 Used Book Sale

Rothrock volunteers await shoppers. From left are Marye Rose, Marilyn Parson, Barbara Gray, and Sheila Jacobstein.

map from <www.CityofKnoxville.org>
P = Parking
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For readers looking for ways to 
balance their budgets, the 2009 An-
nual Used Book Sale is just around 
the corner.  This year’s sale returns 
March 1-7 to the Knoxville Conven-
tion and Exposition Center at the 
Holiday Inn on World’s Fair Park.  All 
proceeds benefit the Knox County 
Public Library through a range of 
programs and services.

The highlight of this year’s 
event is the fine-tuned cataloging 
of the thousands of volumes for 
sale.  The Book Sale Committee 
Sort Team has organized the books 
into specialty categories so that 
shoppers can find subjects of interest more 
easily.  Travel books are arranged by desti-
nation.  Popular mystery writers have their 
own sections.   Cookbooks are grouped by 
cuisine.  There are biographies of histori-
cal figures and biographies of celebrities.  
There are spots for children’s picture books, 
beginning readers, and classics.  

The sale includes an intriguing selec-
tion of movies, music, and audio books in 
addition to hardback and paperback books 
for all ages.  Most books for adults are $2 for 
hard covers and $1 or less for paperbacks; 
children’s books are $1 for most hard covers 
and 50 cents or less for board books and pa-
perbacks.  There will also be a wide selection 
of rare and special editions. 

A massive collection of science-fic-
tion books will be on sale at the Friends @ 
Rothrock Book Shop throughout the month 
of February and again at the Annual Used 
Book Sale in March.  Most books will be sold 
at regular Friends @ Rothrock Book Shop 
prices, $2 for hard cover, $1 for paperbacks.

The vintage, almost 2000-volume col-
lection of retired UT chemical engineering 
professor Fred Weber includes several out-
of-print books.  The works of well-known au-
thors Robert Heinlein and Isaac Asimov are 
almost complete in this collection.  Dr. Weber 
began amassing this impressive compilation 
in the 1950s, his junior high school days.  

The Friends deeply appreciate this most 
generous and exciting donation!

The hardworking Sort Team includes Peter Andreae, 
Maggie Carini, Suzanne Freeman, Jean Idell, and 
Jerry Ledbetter.

Sci-Fi Collection Out of This World

Sci-fi novels like this one are available now 
at Friends @ Rothrock. Out-of-print selec-
tions from Fred Weber’s collection will go 
on sale in February. 

Annual Used Book Sale 
Set for March 1-7 2009 Sale Schedule

Knoxville Convention
& Exposition Center

At Holiday Inn
On World’s Fair Park
(See map on page 2.) 

Sunday, March 1 
Members Only
1-5 p.m.

Monday-Friday
  11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday
  9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Tuesday, Wednesday
 Educator Discount Days
Thursday, Friday
 Half-Price Days
Saturday
 Bag Sale Day

Free parking is available in 
the Locust Street Garage, 
in Fort Kid, in the Black-
stock Lot (by the Foundry), 
and in the Poplar Street 
Lot.

The Friends gratefully 
acknowledge their spon-
sors, WBIR-TV and the 
Knoxville News Sentinel.

Volunteers Needed
The Annual Used Book 

Sale can always make use 
of more help. Volunteers 
should contact Jean Idell 
at 539.4450 or <idellj@
bellsouth.net>. 
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Let TN Lawmakers  
Hear from You
On March 3

Library Legislative Day 
in Tennessee will occur 
March 3 in Nashville. See 
page 5 for details.

An Open Letter from Bonny Naugher

Calling All Advocates
Let Washington 
Hear from You
Here is a directory for your 
Tennessee legislators:
SEN. LAMAR ALEXANDER
http://alexander.senate.gov
Knoxville 865.545.4253
Mailing address
455 Dirksen Senate Bldg. 
Washington 20510

SEN. BOB CORKER
http://corker.senate.gov
Knoxville 637.4180
Mailing address
Dirksen Senate Office 
Bldg.
SD-185
Washington 20501

REP. JOHN J. DUNCAN, Jr.
www.house.gov/duncan
Knoxville 523.3772
Mailing address
2207 Rayburn Office Bldg.
Washington 20515

Dear Friends:
Public libraries are one of our society’s best values. They are not only the 

keeper of our cultural memory, but they exist to offer services and resources to all 
citizens.  Libraries are truly the great equalizer and provide one of the best invest-
ments of taxpayer dollars.

Consider this:
• Libraries train our 21st century work force, provide the only source of free 

Internet access in our community, and offer practice tests for job placement 
programs.

• Library usage goes up when the economy slows down.
• Libraries provide many services in the most cost-effective way possible, 

making them a valuable investment for taxpayers.
Congress is expected to pass an appropriations bill that we hope will include 

full funding of $171.5 million for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 
which funds the grants to state library programs.  It will be one of the first points of 
business when President-elect Obama takes office.

Let our legislators and President–elect Barak Obama know that you support full 
funding for libraries as an investment in the cultural life of our nation. [See page 5 for 
legislators’ addresses.]

    Bonny Naugher, President
    Friends of the Knox County Public Library

The Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) is a federal program that since 1996 
has been providing grants with an emphasis 
on technology to all kinds of libraries—public, 
school, academic, and special.  It is a part of 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
which supports the following LSTA activities:
n To promote improvements in library 

services in all types of libraries in order 
to better serve the people of the United 
States;

n To facilitate access to resources and in 
all types of libraries for the purpose of 
cultivating an educated and informed 
citizenry, and

n To encourage resource sharing among 
all types of libraries for the purpose of 
achieving economical and efficient de-
livery of library services to the public.

According to its website, “The Institute of 
Museum and Library Services is the primary 
source of federal support for the nation’s 
122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. The 
Institute’s mission is to create strong libraries 
and museums that connect people to infor-
mation and ideas. The Institute works at the 
national level and in coordination with state 
and local organizations to sustain heritage, 
culture, and knowledge, enhance learning 
and innovation, and support professional 
development.”—from <http://www.imls.gov>

What the Library Services & Technology Act Is
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Forums Look to Future 
By Ginna Mashburn
Past President
Join the Friends of the Library for a 

community forum 
during February, Na-
tional Library Lovers' 
Month!  Hear from 
Library Director Larry 
Frank, and ask ques-
tions about the focus 
and future of the library in Knox County.  Be 
the community's voice to the library. As an 
informed citizen aware of this institution's 

pivotal role in the current economy, be the 
library's voice to the community, 

Meetings will be from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
at the following branches on these dates:

Tuesday, February 3--Cedar Bluff
Tuesday, February 10--Powell
Monday, February 23--Burlington
Tuesday, February 24--Howard   

 Pinkston
Please call the FOL office at 215-8775 

if you have any questions.
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library's 

Branch Buddy Program

Advocates can speak 
up for libraries on Tuesday, 
March 3, when the Tennes-
see Library Association 
(TLA) and other groups 
sponsor Library Legisla-
tive Day in Nashville.

The event will cele-
brate the past and future of 
the Tennessee Electronic 
Library, an invaluable re-
source of many databases 
freely available to all resi-
dents through computers 
at home or at libraries.  
9:30 – 9:50 a.m. Registra-

tion & Continental Break-
fast – Nashville Public 
Library Conference 
Center  (Library opens at 
9 a.m.)

9:50 - 11:55 Morning Pro-
gram – Nashville Public 
Library Auditorium, fea-
turing Judith Gibbons 

Noon – 12:30 p.m. Meet 
Legislators at Doubletree

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
Legislative Luncheon 
– Doubletree Downtown 
Ballroom

1:30 – 5 p.m.  Meet with 
Legislators  (Schedule 
appointments in ad-
vance.)

Legislative Day is 
sponsored annually by 
TLA in cooperation with 
the Friends of Tennessee 
Libraries, TENN-SHARE 
and the Tennessee Associ-
ation of School Librarians 
and with support of the 
Nashville Public Library.  
More information, includ-
ing a form for registration, 
can be found at <www.tnla.
org> or by telephoning 
901.485.6952.

Save March 24 for Minky Worden
Native Knoxvillian Minky Worden will deliver the annual 

Wilma Dykeman Stokely address on March 24. Details will 
be forthcoming, but Friends should put this book-and-author 
event on their calendars.

Minky Worden is the editor of China’s Great Leap: The 
Beijing Games and Olympian Human Rights Challenges 
(Seven Stories, May 2008) and co-editor of Torture (New 
Press, 2005). According to the Human Rights Watch website,  
“As media director of Human Rights Watch, [she] works with 
the world’s journalists to help them cover crimes, wars, hu-
man rights abuses, and political developments in more than 
70 countries worldwide” (http://china.hrw.org/profile/minky_
worden).

Before joining Human Rights Watch in 1998, Ms. Worden 
lived and worked in Hong King as an adviser to Democratic 
Party Chairman Martin Lee and worked at the Department 
of Justice in Washington, DC, as a speech writer for U. S. 
Attorney General Dick Thornburgh and in the Executive Of-
fice for U.S. attorneys. A member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations, Ms. Worden speaks Cantonese and German. She 
is an elected member of the Overseas Press Club’s Board 
of Governors and is on the advisory board of the publisher 
Seven Stories Press.

Ms. Worden is the daughter of Stuart Worden and the 
late Betsy Worden.  She is a graduate of Webb School of 
Knoxville.

Minky Worden
photo from Human Rights Watch

Listen to Ms. Worden
On  Public Radio

National Public 
Radio (NPR) aired two 
interviews with Ms. 
Worden last year about 
China and the Olympics. 
Listeners can reach NPR 
at <www.NPR.org>. In 
the Search window they 
will  type in her name, 
Minky Worden, to obtain 
links to one discussion 
on July 30 and another 
before the Olympics on 
March 3.

Legislative Day 
Set for March 3
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Photographer Demetrius L. Graves was 
born in New England and developed his artis-

tic style in New Orleans, but 
today he draws inspiration 
from Knoxville where  he 
lives.  

His images are dis-
played at Friends @ Roth-
rock in four different series. 
The set K-Town represents 

Mr. Graves’ artistic view of the 
city  from “a cold autumn morning as the sun 
is rising” to “a warm summer afternoon in the 
park.”  Most of his pictures, priced to sell, are 
done in black and white.

His Reflection series represents the 
world around the photographer. The Unseen 
series captures “a fleeing ghost, a portal to 
another time or maybe even the window to 
another life.” Finally the Sanguine 
series is Mr. Graves’ “look on the 
world around me as it washes over 
me with crimson deluge.” 

Now a freelancer,  Mr. Graves 
has photographed weddings, 
wakes, landscapes, and family and 
individual portraits.  He discovered 
the medium when he was young. 
His mother was a photographer for 
over 28 years, and her son worked 
at her side for five years.

He can be reached by e-mail 
at <WinterrisStudios@gmail.com>.

A Day in the Park

Play the City

Freedom Is Beyond the Gate

Rothrock Gallery Features PhotographyWintker’s Paintings
Have Also Hung

In Rothrock Gallery
The voice at the other 

end of the line at 215.8775 
belongs to the Friends’ 
coordinator Abby Wintker. 
It’s a voice that bespeaks 
of  efficient professional-
ism and helpfulness. It 
happens also to be the 
voice of an artist.

Abby’s open and vivid ab-
stracts have been featured 
in the gallery at Friends 
@ Rothrock, and though 
the work of a new artist 
is now on display there, 
two of Abby’s paintings 
brighten the space that is 
the Friends’  tiny office on 
the third floor of Lawson 
McGhee.

Artists wishing to ex-
hibit their work in Friends 
@ Rothrock 
should contact 
Abby Wintker at 
2l5.8775.
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The Magic of Art   @ Mooreland
Heights

When artist Rick Anderson appeared at 
Mooreland Heights Elementary School 
on December 9, every child in the 
student body took home a copy of The 
Racecar Driver’s Night Before Christmas, 
one of the books that Mr. Anderson has 
illustrated. A grant from the Friends of 
Knox County Public Library helped to 
make that holiday gift possible.
At left, Vicki Creed, Friends’ board 
member, helps distribute copies that Mr. 
Anderson autographed.
Below, from left, artist Rick Anderson and 
his fans are joined by Friends’ President 
Bonny Naugher and Past President Ginna 
Mashburn.

Students like the starry-eyed 
youngster at left and the boy 
above her were charmed by 
Mr. Anderson’s energetic 
presentation.  Children at 
Mooreland Heights are making 
great academic strides in a 
curriculum that integrates 
all disciplines with the arts. 
Reading is central to the 
school’s program.

Jazz Festival Set
For March 4-7
By Nelda Hill
Manager, Sights & Sounds

Knox County Public 
Library and Knoxville Jazz 
Festival Inc. proudly an-
nounce the fourth annual 
Knoxville Jazz Festival 
March 4-7 with a pre-fes-
tival concert on Febru-
ary 22 in tribute to Jerry 
Coker, founder of UT’s jazz 
program.

Founded in 2006, the 
festival’s mission is to 
foster an appreciation for 
two uniquely American 
contributions to the world: 
jazz and public libraries. 
To that end, the Knoxville 
Jazz Festival provides 
opportunities for students 
and professional musi-
cians to work with East 
Tennessee jazz masters.  It 
also gives the library a way 
to promote its excellent 
music collection. From the 
start the Friends’ organiza-
tion has been our staunch-
est supporter.

Market Square’s new 
concert space The Square 
Room will be the setting 
for each event except the 
tribute to Mr. Coker, which 
will occur February 22 at 
the East Tennessee History 
Center.

For details and 
ticket information, consult 
<www.knoxjazzfest.org>.

Jazz musician Freddy Cole 
is scheduled for March 5.
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books for her neighbors during craft workshops. Rita also 
arranged  transportation for residents to the Fountain City 
Library so that they could apply for library cards.  Now Dot-
tie Stamper intermittently updates the contents of the Love 
Tower’s Shoebox Library.

One successful installation has led to another. After 
speaking with Kim Irwin, who is in charge of the education 
program at Florence Crittendon Center, Dottie saw an op-
portunity to augment the materials there.  Linda Meier and 
Dottie began to review and select from books donated for the 
Friends’ book sale those titles related to topics like child care, 
personal goal-setting, self-help, and inspirational materials 
about positive role models for women. With grants the women 
bought new and used titles to line the shelves available to 
residents of Florence Crittendon.

Last summer Juvenile Court Judge Tim Irwin, a mem-
ber of the Friends’ board and guest speaker at the Friends’ 
annual meeting, asked the Friends to look into the possibility 
of making more materials available at the Richard L. Bean 
Juvenile Service Center, a request that brought about a new 
partnership between the Friends and another public-spirited 
group. On July 8, 2004, the Knoxville Woman’s Club of the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs had held the ribbon-
cutting ceremony for the opening of the Bean Center’s new 
library, named in honor of Thomas G. Brown, chairman of 
the center’s board of trustees. According to Mary Frances 
Edwards, who is both a Friend of the Library and a member 
of the Woman’s Club, grants received through the Knoxville 
Woman’s Club provided additional books purchased from 

Collaborative thinking outside the box has led to the cre-
ation of a dozen or so Shoebox Libraries in the area, bringing 
books to people whose circumstances keep them from visit-
ing conventional libraries. Friend Linda Meier, retired reading 
teacher and an employee of Knox County Adult Education 
Services, coined the phrase for the small collections. The 
concept is quite simple: Collections of reading materials will 
serve the underserved.  The books will go to them. 

Growing collections of books donated by generous Knox 
Countians as well as volumes withdrawn from the Knox 
County Public Library’s collections have been carefully se-

lected to appeal to those people 
who will use them.

More than a dozen 
Shoebox Libraries are now 
in place at detention centers, 
the Richard L. Bean Juvenile 
Service Center, the Volunteer 
Ministries Center, Love Tower, 
and the Florence Crittendon 
Agency. 

Books left over at the end of last year’s record-breaking 
book sale prompted the Friends to begin to think of new ways 
to share its resources. As a result the Friends made dona-
tions of leftovers to the Sertoma Center, Summit Towers, 
Lakeshore, three Hillcrest nursing homes, and Child and 
Family Services.  That outreach was consistent with the de-
livery of books to the Knox County Detention Centers and to 
Volunteer Ministries  that Dave Patterson of the Friends had 
made a couple of years earlier.

 The concept of making materials available to those 
who can’t hop into their cars to run over to the branch library 
began to grow when Friend Dottie Stamper took some paper-
back books to the Guy B. Love Tower for the residents’ use. 
Then Rita Schwartz, a resident and craft program director of 
Love Tower on Broadway, hit upon the idea of playing audio 

Shoebox Libraries Extend Friends’ Outreach

Debbie points to the empty space soon to be filled by a sec-
ond Shoebox Library.

Debbie Carter has been instrumental in organizing this Sum-
mit Towers library, which is already outgrowing its shelves.

See Shoebox Libraries on page 9
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Love of reading and a desire to serve the community 
have brought together three Friends who are developing 
Shoebox Libraries.

Retired librarian Dottie Stamper feels that her life experi-
ences prepared her for her work at the Richard L. Bean 
Service Center.  Entering the profession when few jobs were 
available to librarians in California, she found employment in 
government contracts, a field dominated by men. After a brief 
stint in public education, she worked as librarian in a California 
prison for men. That dangerous assignment was emotionally 
and physically demanding; she pushed heavy carts of books 
from yard to yard in all kinds of weather and felt that she could 
never let her guard down. But the experience brought her 
into contact with needy inmates whose lives were extremely 
stressful, in large part because many were functionally illiter-
ate. Dottie saw many of them as “really smart but they had 
done something stupid.” She helped them write to attorneys 
and fill out tax forms. Though she has retired to Tennessee, 
she still corresponds with two lifers in California.

Linda Meier and Dottie, friends since high school days, 
volunteer in tandem at the Bean Center.  Linda’s 35 years as 
a teacher in California helped her to develop compassion for 
students who struggle with reading but who “got off on the 
wrong foot.” The two complement each other: Dottie de-
scribes Linda as “a perfectionist” whose organizational skills 
are without equal and who as a reading teacher knows what 
kids like to read. Linda recognizes Dottie as “an extremely 
compassionate person, a great communicator, an avid reader 
who wants reading to be at the center of people’s lives.”

Mary Frances Edwards, a life-long reader who loves to 
give back to the community, brings her background as a vol-
unteer and her association with the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs to the Bean Center Shoebox Library.  A native of the 
Biltmore village in Asheville, NC, she recalls that her grand-
father and father introduced her to the pleasures of reading; 
“Daddy would sit at the table and read a cereal box,“ she re-
members. When her husband, who grew up in the Maynard-
ville area, retired and the couple moved back to the area from 
Ohio,  Mary Frances “wasn’t ready to sit in a rocking chair,” 
so she volunteered at the Mabry Hazen House and supported 
her sorority. Since 2000 she has been active in the Knoxville 
Woman’s Club. After her tenure as vice president, she suc-
ceeded to a four-year term as president.  That association 
brought her to the Bean Center, where in 2004 the Woman’s 
Club established a library. That facility now benefits from the 
enthusiastic efforts of Dottie Stamper, Linda Meier, and Mary 
Frances Edwards. They praise Richard Bean’s support for the 
project and hope that the community will continue to make 
such projects possible.

Dottie Stamper, left, Linda Meier, and Mary Frances Edwards 
joined forces to create some of the Shoebox Libraries.

McKay’s.  Members of the Woman’s Club continue to donate 
books, and new books are added in honor of the club’s guest 
speakers. The Friends and the Knoxville Woman’s Club are 
now collaborating on an on-going upgrade of the Thomas G. 
Brown Library. The Friends have donated sets of encyclope-
dia to the Bean Center and to two adult detention centers.

Working with Linda Carlini at the Knox County Health 
Department Children’s area, the Friends are exploring the 
possibility of adding books in Spanish and from Imagination 
Library.

The Friends’ resources can also be called into service 
when special needs arise.  Boxes of books went to refugees 
from Hurricane Gustav who fled to Red Cross centers in 
Knoxville.  An infusion of books to the Maynardville Library in 
Union County occurred after last year’s annual book sale.  

“We’re learning to talk about the library as being ac-
cessible and available for all the people in our community,” 
says Maggie Carini, co-chair of the Friends’ book sale.  That 
means those who are free to visit  their libraries and those—
like the aged, the restricted, and the detained—who are not. 

Divergent Paths Led Three Volunteers to Shoebox Project
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Library Advisory Board Invites 
Public to Its Scheduled Meetings

photo by Jerry Ledbetter

Members of the Library Advisory Board at their December 2008 meeting included, from
left, David Creekmore, legal counsel; Frank Leuthold; Jennifer Hughes; Lavada Grissom; 
Brooks Clark; Ruthie McCloud; Larry Frank, library director; and Lynn Redmon.

Advisory Board’s 
2009 Calendar

The public is invited to 
attend the Library Advisory 
Board’s meetings held 
at the Lawson McGhee 
meeting room at 6:30 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted.

Here is the board’s 
schedule for the new year:

January 15
March 19
May 14
July 16
September 17
November 19

Members of the Knox County Library 
Advisory Board of Trustees are alert to the 
economic downturn’s effects on the system. 
At their December meeting they took note of 
the following:
n Libraries’ hours have been cut by 20 per-
cent although Knoxville’s libraries are open 
27 percent more  hours than the national 
average.
n A hiring freeze leaves 26 positions vacant. 
n State aid for municipal libraries (Knoxville, 
Nashville, Chattanooga, and Memphis) has 
been cut.
n Book discounts have been reduced from 
40 percent to 5-10 percent.
n The cost of software is increasing.
As the Advisory Board continues to pay 
attention to the county system, citizens are 
encouraged to attend its meetings (see 
schedule on the left) and to join in its delib-
erations.

Members of the board represent each 
district in the county.  Appointed by county 
commissioners, they include the following:

District 1, Beal V. Bourne, (Commissioners 
Samuel McKenzie, Seat A; Thomas 
Strickland, Seat B)

District 2, Lauren Rider (Commissioners 
Mark Harmon, Seat A; Amy Broyles, 
Seat B)

District 3, Lynn Redmon (Commissions Tony 
Norman, Seat A;  Ivan Harmon, Seat B)

District 4, Brooks Clark  (Commissioners 
Finbarr Saunders, Seat A; Ed Shouse, 
Seat B)

District 5, Frank Leuthold (Commissioners 
Mike Harmon, Seat A; Craig Leuthold, 
Seat B; Richard Briggs, Seat C)

District 6, Johnnie Connor (Commissioners 
Brad Anders, Seat A; Greg Lambert, 
Seat B

District 7, Ruthie McLeod (Commissioner 
Larry Smith, Seat A)

District 8, Jennifer Hughes (Commissioner 
Dave Wright, Seat B)

District 9, Lavada Grissom (Commissioners 
Mike Brown, Seat A; Paul H. Pinkston, 
Seat B

Each member’s name, 
mailing address, and tele-
phone number are posted 
on the library’s website at 
<www.knoxlib.org/about-
kcpl/board.php>.
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Finding Book Eddy
The Book Eddy is 

located at 2537 Chapman 
Highway, in the same 
shopping center as the 
Disc Exchange.  The shop 
is open every day from 10 
a.m. until 7 p.m. and later 
on Friday and Saturday 
nights.  The telephone 
number is 865.573.9959.

It is important to John 
Coleman to maintain an 
open shop.  He wants, he 
said, “to live in a town that 
has a bookstore like mine.”  
He maintains that Knox-
ville is a growing book 
town, being the home of 
McKay’s flagship store and 
with our proximity to the 
convergence of two inter-
state systems.  The Book 
Eddy has many regular 
customers who live out of 
town.  John also points out 
that good landlords and 
affordable rents are key to 
a bookstore’s ability to sur-
vive.  Many large cities are 
losing their stores while 
second- and third-tier 
cities, like ours, are see-
ing the open shop scene 
survive.  Good bookstores, 
John says, “need to be 
romantic, fun, and interest-
ing.”  In other words, just 
like The Book Eddy.

By Jeff Johnson
John Coleman, with longtime manager 

Beci Bolding, runs a Knoxville institution at 
2537 Chapman Highway, just slightly over 
the Henley Bridge from downtown.  This 
store is, if you will, the third edition after start-
ing on Kingston Pike almost next door to an 
earlier location of McKay’s (the older tradition 
of a “book row” perhaps). John’s 5,600-
square-foot bookshop, called The Book 
Eddy, has been open since 1992, and its 
owner has probably personally handled more 
books since then than any other individual in 
Knoxville.

John was first exposed to the book 
business while working the evening shift 
for a new book wholesaler to pay the bills.  
Reminded of this, he says, “It taught me that 
I didn’t want to have anything to do with the 
new book business.”  He simultaneously 
began working (for free) during the day for 
a bona fide rare book dealer, and eventually 
he dropped the evening job to concentrate 
full time on the antiquarian books (now with 
a pay check).  After working for a while in 
Chicago in the commodities business, John 
realized that it wasn’t a work environment 
where he wanted to spend his time.  He was 
familiar with Knoxville from his time here as 
a UT student and decided that Knoxville had 
room for the kind of bookstore he envisioned.  
So, The Book Eddy was born.

Just like a mov-
ing stream that helped 
suggest the store’s name, 
one never walks into the 
same Book Eddy twice.  
There are always books 
coming in and going out. 
John describes his stock 
as “used, out of print and 
rare,” and these days he 
is concentrating on selling 
off his less expensive 

The Book Eddy
    Books and Booksellers

books at prices attractive to buyers and in-
creasing his stock of more interesting books.  
New stock comes from the “four D’s: down-
sizing, death, divorce and disinterest.”  John 
also has a network of antiquarian book deal-
ers/friends all over the country and travels to 
book fairs in St. Petersburg, Little Rock and 
Atlanta.   Many new books come to The Book 
Eddy from a relationship with an established 
bookseller in the D.C. area.  John has also 
been a Friend of the Knox County Library for 
many years and attends the opening day of 
the annual book sale.

Where John once relied on attending 
up to 18 book fairs a year to help subsi-
dize the store operations, he now relies 
on Internet sales for that purpose.  He lists 
books on the Amazon, Albiris and AbeBooks 
websites and sells many books that way.  
That is the good thing, as far as John is 
concerned, about the Internet.  The e-com-
merce of books, however, tends to make 
more common books into a commodity, and, 
John points out, the web is “speeding up 
the race to the bottom in price.”  That is one 
reason for John’s desire to fill his stores with 
books, ephemera, vinyl records, and many 
other items that are not that easy to find and 
that are fun to browse.  Someone once said, 
the web is where you find the book you are 
looking for; a bookstore is where a book finds 
you.
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