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WHERE: Knoxville Convention and Exposition Center (KCEC) Map page 4.
WHEN: Sunday, March 2, 1-5 p.m. Members Only Preview 
Monday, March 3, through Friday, March 7, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Public Sale
Tuesday and Wednesday, March 4 and 5, Educators’ Discounts
Thursday and Friday, March 6 and 7, Half-Price Days
Saturday, March 8, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Famous Bag Sale ($3 a bag)

Book Sale Champs?
The Sort Team
Hands down, the champions 
of the 2008 book sale are the 
members of the Sort Team, 
who have gathered in the 
basement of Lawson Mc-
Ghee Library at least twice 
a week since last March to 
sort, shelve, and box thou-
sands of volumes. Jean Idell 
organizes the tasks for the 
Sort Team, which consists of 
Peter Andrea, Lauren Bray, 
Pat Daley, Deb DiPietro, 
Suzanne Freeman, Betsy 
Henry, Jen Horn, Peter and 
Kathy Kortman, Jerry Led-
better, Pat Lincoln, LaVerne 
Maddix, Mary Ann Merrell, 
Mary Ellen Smethels, and 
Dottie Stamper.

Parking for the Sale
Readily Available
Parking is free in the city’s 
Market Square, State Street, 
and Locust Street garages 
and on meters during week-
ends and after 6 p.m. on 
weekdays. Additional free 
parking can be found at 
Fort Kid near the Knoxville 
Museum of Art.

Gardeners, Art Lovers, and Cooks 
Will Find Plenty to Please Them

Sort Team Captain Jean Idell adds another 
book on gardening to the collection. Twice a 
week since last March, Jean and her crew have 
received, sorted, shelved, and boxed books and 
other materials for this year’s sale. 

Above, Mary Ellen Smethels points to a 
beautiful coffee-table book while Peter 
Andrea classifies another donation.
Below, Cathy Kortman begins to pack up 
cookbooks headed for KCEC.
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Behind the Scenes
Of the Book Sale
On a blustery January day, 
deep inside Lawson McGhee 
Library, six Friends are busy. 
Mary Ellen Smethels and 
LaVerne Maddix, who jokes 
about “being out of sorts,” 
classsify donations that 
came in just this morning. 
Mary Ellen, a retired librar-
ian, and LaVerne, who once 
appraised coins for banks 
and investors, laugh about 
the calluses that have devel-
oped from their work for the 
used book sale. Cathy Kort-
man adds another volume 
to the kitchen-size cookbook 
section. Peter Andrea, 
a first-year boxer, hoists 
another carton of books to 
Jerry Ledbetter, new board 
member, who adds it to the 
mountain of wares ready to 
go on sale March 2. Behind 
them all stands the quietly 
efficient Jean Idell, captain 
of the crew, who points out 
that just this morning she 
picked up 200 long-play-
ing record albums from a 
donor. Mary Ellen predicts 
that all patrons will be drawn 
to the beautiful, originally 
expensive coffee-table books 
at bargain prices. Titles by 
popular writers like Stephen 
King, Janet Evanovich, and 
Sue Grafton stand in orderly 
rows. Videos and CDs stand 
in silent watch. Today the 
crew will keep pace with new 
donations, but sometimes 
the volume of books runs 15 
feet from floor to ceiling. Li-
brary couriers are the muscle 
of the sale—they move the 
books from the branches to 
Lawson McGhee —but these 
Friends are Control Central.

  

By Maggie Carini
Past President and Book Sale Chair
We all know that the Used Book Sale 

is an increasingly successful fundraiser for 
the Friends and ultimately for the library, 
but you might not know what an outpouring 
of community support surrounds this event. 
Library lovers throughout our county donate 
a whopping 65% of the books we receive. 
Many donations never make it to the sale but 
are shared throughout our population in won-
derful ways. Some are current best sellers, 
already read by the purchaser and passed on 
to the library for its general collection, thus 
increasing the number of copies available 
to other eager readers. Unique volumes of 
regional interest go to the McClung Collec-
tion each year, and these too are accessible 
to scholars and researchers throughout our 
region.

While Readers Digest Condensed Books 
have never sold well for us, they are favor-
ites in the senior centers where we deliver 

all year long. The Children’s Room staff of 
Lawson McGhee takes a supply of donated 
and withdrawn children’s books to the 
Health Department for young patients to 
read while waiting.

This summer the Friends formed a 
stronger affiliation with the Knox County 
Sheriff’s Department. Literally hun-
dreds of paperbacks—copies too worn to 
sell—have been passed along to the two 
Knox County Prison libraries in the last 
few months. The program has been so well 
received that the Friends opted to donate 
a set of encyclopedias and a dictionary to 
each facility as well.

The sale itself will be bigger and bet-
ter than ever this year. Many volunteers 
have enabled us to organize the books in 
a more detailed manner. Customers will 
find shopping more user-friendly than ever. 
Biographies will have a section. The works 
of major mystery writers will be grouped 
together. The sorting of literary works and 
areas of non-fiction will be more special-
ized. 

We look forward to seeing you there!

The 2008 Used Book Sale—
The Bigger View

Peter Andrea (left) and Jerry Ledbetter build 
a tower of materials ready for sale while 
LaVerne Maddix adds another videotape to 
the collection.
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Knoxville Convention and Exposition Center (KCEC)
Where the Action Is

On the Cover, From Start to Finish: Jean Idell, head of the Sort Team, receives dona-
tions for the annual book sale. After they are sorted, shelved, and boxed, Jerry Ledbet-
ter adds them to the stack awaiting transport to the Knoxville Convention and Exposi-
tion Center (KCEC) by volunteer Friends for the book sale March 2-8.
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Local Merchants
Display Brochures
The FOL Membership Com-
mittee thanks Carpe Librum, 
Hargreaves, and Barnes 
and Noble for their support 
of the committee’s efforts to 
place more of the Friends’ 
brochures in more hands and 
to put a face on the Friends 
of the Library. These book 
sellers’ support has helped 
to make support of the library 
system a community priority.

What’s on Your List?
Members of the Fourth 
Thursday Book Club meet in 
December to select 11 books 
to be read and discussed 
during the coming year. 
Some of the titles chosen for 
2007 and 2008 include the 
following:
On Agate Hill 
 by Lee Smith
Circle of Grace 
 by Penelope J. Stokes
Thirteen Moons 
 by Charles Frazier
The Tenderness of Wolves 

by Stef Penney
The Glass Castle 
 by Jeannette Walls
The Sirens of Baghdad 
 by Yasmina Khadra
Luncheon of the Boating 

Party by Susan Vreeland
The Pillars of the Earth 
 by Ken Follett
Fahrenheit 451 
 by Ray Bradbury
The Road 
 by Cormac McCarthy
The Good Earth
 by Pearl Buck
Would your book club 
share its reading list with 
the Friends? Send your 
reading list to the editor at 
<gill333375@bellsouth.net>.

Program Committee Strengthens Friends
By Ginna Mashburn
President
What a pleasure it is to serve at the helm 

of Friends of the Library at a time when 
many talented and energetic people have 
stepped up to take on extra duties and to lead 
through a vigorous committee system.

In addition to our board members, we 
now have a Program Council made up of 
committee chairs who are doing important 
work for our organization. Let me introduce 
them to you.

Communications is led by Martha 
Gill. All of you have 
enjoyed Martha’s inter-
esting and well-written 
newsletters over the 
years. Now she has 
an expanded role. She 
has assembled a group 
of people who make 
decisions about all our 
communication efforts: the website, press re-
leases, advertising, and in general, our public 
face and message.

Membership is headed by Grier No-
vinger, who, upon her retirement from a long 
teaching career, agreed to help us develop 
our membership roles. If you now see more 
FOL brochures in book stores and other pub-
lic spaces, it is because of Grier’s efforts and 
those of her committee. And so persuasive a 
person is she that most people who know her 
have now joined FOL! Her group will con-
tinue to improve the way we attract members 
and will work closely with other committees, 
especially Communications.

Dave Patterson has agreed to lead us 
in our advocacy efforts, especially as we 
seek to convey library needs to our county’s 
elected officials. While FOL will not endorse 
candidates, we will be eager to publicize the 
positions of office seekers as they pertain 
to our public library. This job is especially 

relevant at a time when the library’s budget 
has taken such a hit in the county’s budget 
and as the need for a new central library is 
even greater.

The Book Sale committee is ably led by 
former FOL president, Maggie Carini. The 
book sale enables us to fulfill our mission 
of fostering literacy as we recycle books 
at affordable prices within our community. 
Where else besides our annual sale can a 
child buy a bag full of books for only a few 
dollars? Or a family with limited resources 
build a home library? Or collectors eager 

for a rare edition come 
upon a treasure for just a 
few dollars? That’s our 
sale, and Maggie and her 
hard-working commit-
tee assure that it runs 
smoothly and efficiently. 
And, of course, you 
members are key to its 
success as you volunteer 

your time or make purchases.
Bonny Naugher, FOL former president 

and president-elect, chairs the Branch Buddy 
program. Under her able leadership, we hope 
to expand this important program throughout 
our library system so that there is a Friends’ 
presence in all our branches. Bonny also 
represents the Friends on the Imagination 
Library board.

Janet Oakes leads our Outreach pro-
gram whereby volunteers read to Headstart 
students in designated schools. This is one of 
our oldest and most worthy FOL endeavors. 
At the end of the session, each child receives 
a book to enjoy at home.

We are fortunate to have these people 
in leadership positions.  They, in turn, have 
attracted a vigorous group of workers who 
share the responsibility and the pleasure of 
improving FOL. Our organization is indeed 
strengthened by all their efforts.

“In addition to our board 
members, we now have 

a Program Council made 
up of committee chairs 

who are doing 
important work for 
our organization.” 5
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Commissioner 
Extols Libraries
In a November 11, 2007, 
posting on the local listserv 
for 37917 zip code resi-
dents, Knox County Com-
missioner Mark Harmon 
from District 2 wrote the 
following in response to an 
item entitled “Coming Up at 
Your Local Library”:
“Let me add that our librar-
ies do an excellent job on 
a very limited budget. The 
staff is incredibly help-
ful and creative, and the 
Friends of the Library is a 
great support organization. 
Our North Knox Branch is a 
valuable community asset. 
Let’s continue to use our li-
braries and to show support 
for them. Sadly, whenever 
we hear about a future bud-
get crunch in Knox County, 
we know the pressure 
will be felt first on branch 
libraries. Only prompt and 
sustained support will force 
the commission majority, 
mayor, and others to pro-
tect our libraries.”

Amy Broyles, a Branch 
Buddy from the North 
Knoxville library, also com-
mented, “There are some 
really fantastic events and 
programs coming up in the 
next few weeks at our area 
libraries. Mark these on 
your calendar—there is tru-
ly something for everyone! 
I am especially excited to 
see a workshop on starting 
your own business, as well 
as knitting and genealogy 
classes and two special 
programs on James Agee.”

FOL?  FOTL?  FOLUSA?  Local?  State?  Nation?

All Support Libraries in Different Venues
By Martha Gill
Editor of Best of Friends
Waiting patiently while I tried to pull 

myself together so that we could go to lunch, 
my friend Griselda noticed three newslet-
ters scattered about my desk.  One was from 
Friends of Knox County Public Library, of 
course. Another was published by Friends 
of Tennessee Libraries (FOTL). The third 
bore the imprint of Friends of Libraries USA 
(FOLUSA). 

Now Griselda is not only patient; she is 
also inquisitive. “What are the differences,” 
she asked, “among these three groups?”

“Glad you asked!” I replied, ever the 
school marm.  Each group beFriends librar-
ies from a different perspective, I began to 
explain.

The Friends of the Knox County Public 
Library was founded in 1970 for the express 
purpose of “promotion and interpretation 
of the [county’s] library’s programs and 
services to the community, and in return 
making known the community’s needs to 
the library.” According to its website, FOL’s 
“primary function has been raising funds 
that are used to promote the library through 
public activities and to purchase items that 
are unavailable through public funding. 
Since 1980, the Friends have donated over 
$500,000 to the library” (www.friendsof-
theknoxcolib. org/who>).  Those funds have 
purchased a wheelchair for use of library 
patrons, restored an elevator in the East 
Tennessee Historical Center, and purchased 
encyclopedias for smaller branches. Sup-
port of literacy and libraries in the county 
includes funds for summer reading programs 
and the Imagination Library. Essentially a 
volunteer organization except for a part-time 
coordinator, FOL also encourages members 
to give time and energy to library events as 

well as to Friends’ activities. Three newslet-
ters a year throw the spotlight primarily on 
local library-related issues.

Friends of Tennessee Libraries is also a 
volunteer organization of library advocates, 
but its perspective is statewide.  It strives to 
unite Tennessee citizens and groups dedicat-
ed to supporting libraries through  “establish-
ing and helping Friends of Library groups 
succeed; communicating with libraries and 
trustees about the value of Friends; serving 
members as a communication network and 
clearinghouse for information; and advo-
cating for library funding and legislative 
support on a local, state, and national basis.”  
Whether urging advocates to participate in 
Library Legislative Day in Nashville (Febru-
ary 21 this year) or in Washington, FOTL 
stands up for funding of public libraries. 
Four newsletters a year (edited by the same 
person who edits the Knox County Friends’ 
publication) keep members apprised of 
Friends’ activities across the state. Annual 
dues range from $15 for an individual to 
$100 for a Friends group of 500.

The nation is the focus of Friends of Li-
braries USA (FOLUSA). Since not everyone 
can make the trip to Washington on National 
Library Legislative Day to discuss issues 
with members of Congress, for five years 
FOLUSA has sponsored a virtual march on 
the nation’s capital so that more voices can 
be raised in support of libraries. Six newslet-
ters a year report on Friends’ activities across 
the nation, and the organization provides 
incentives for creative fundraising, outreach, 
programs, and volunteering. Membership 
information is found at <www.folusa.org>.

“T.M.I.?” I asked Griselda.
“Too much information?” the patient 

and tactful Griselda replied. “Umm. Tell you 
what—let’s go to lunch and talk about it.”
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KY Bookstore 
Impresses 
Board Member
When Jacki Arthur, member 
of the local Friends board, 
returned from a visit to the 
Friends’ bookstore in the 
downtown library of Lex-
ington, KY, she was full of 
praise for the enterprise.
n In 2007 the bookstore 
reported sales of $175,225.
n The bookstore employs 
a staff of four. Two are part-
time. Both the manager and 
the internet sales person are 
full time.
n Internet sales in 2007 
were $56,031.
n Carts of books are also 
available for sale in the 
system’s branches. In 
2006-07 those items brought 
in $12,687.
n The bookstore sells many 
magazines.
More information about the 
Lexington operation can be 
found at <www.friendsbook-
cellar.org/bookcellar/>.

There is such high demand for some 
popular materials that the Knox County Pub-
lic Library has changed its checkout period 
from three week to two weeks, effective 
February 12. 

Checkout periods for DVDs and VHS 
tapes are not affected.

According to Mary Pom Claiborne, 
library communications administrator, the 
draconian measure is intended to shorten the 
time that patrons must wait for requested 
materials. The backlog of requests for some 
materials forces some patrons to wait several 
months to obtain what they have asked for. 
In a few cases that wait has been over a year. 
Currently, 21 titles have 100 or more holds; 
600 titles have two or more requests. The 
new, abbreviated loan period will make such 
titles available more quickly.

Library personnel explain that the 
backlog of materials is the result of several 
factors. 

According to Mary Pom, library servic-
es, especially best sellers and new releases, 
are in greater demand than ever before. But 
the rising costs of materials coupled with 
a tight budget strain the library’s ability to 
acquire adequate numbers of popular materi-
als. Library Director Larry Frank said, “We 
are working hard to maintain the excellent 
standard that our library patrons have come 
to expect. However, we are as lean as any 
public library in the nation, and eventually, 
the quality of service will deteriorate without 
additional funding. We are determined to off-
set it before there is any permanent damage 
to our collection,”

 Signs of  Busy but Lean Times: 

Loan Period Shortened to Two Weeks

7

Budget for Materials
Has Been Trimmed
 The library’s budget for 
materials in 2004 was $1.6 
million. Today it is $1 million. 
Though the library’s operat-
ing budget is $12.3 million, 
cuts in personnel and operat-
ing costs are not possible, 
according to Director Larry 
Frank, cited in a report in the 
Knoxville News Sentinel on 
January 22. Yet library use 
continues to increase. In 
2006 circulation reached 2.7 
million, up from 2.2 million 
in 2004, and In the past five 
years the number of new 
library cards has increased 
60 percent. 

There appears to be more shelf than book in this “New 
Fiction” section of a Knox County branch library. The scene, 
photographed in late January 2008, reflects the lowered 
budget for new materials in the system.

The library welcomes 
donations of items for which 
the public clamors. Books, 
CDs, DVDs, or audiobooks 
that are in good condition can 
be dropped off at any branch. 
The library also accepts mon-
etary gifts for the purchase of 
materials, including memo-
rial books given in a person’s 
honor. A bookplate in such 
gifts will acknowledge both 
the donor and the honoree.

 Monetary gifts can be 
sent to Friends of the Knox 
County Public Library, 500 W. 
Church Avenue, Knoxville, TN 
37902.  Information about the 
donor as well as the honoree’s 
name, address, and suggested 
subject area should be includ-
ed. Brochures inviting gifts 

are on display at the circulation 
desk of branch libraries. 
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Editor’s note: In connec-
tion with the community’s 
Big Read of Harper Lee’s 
novel To Kill a Mocking-
bird in the fall, the Friends 
sponsored an essay 
contest for adults and for 
students on the topic of 
intolerance. We proudly 
present the winning en-
tries.

By Beverly W. Atkins
First Place, Adult Category
In our lives, there are defining moments 

that cause us to alter our thinking and how 
we live our lives forever. That moment hap-
pened for me on a cool, crisp October day. 
My three-year-old son, Anthony, had just 
come home from the church daycare. He 
ran to my open arms with tears in his eyes 
and a look of despair I did not recognize. 
His clothes were intact, and he appeared 
unhurt, but I knew right away he was ter-
ribly upset and sad. What in the world could 
have happened? “Mommy, Mommy,” he 
shouted, “I’m not black, am I?” Apparently 
some youngster at the daycare said he was 
black, and Anthony was adamant that he was 
not black. Somehow it seemed to him that 
being called black was a horrible, unforgiv-
ing thing. I sat him down on my lap and 
proceeded to explain to him as best I could 

that our whole family was black, and that, 
yes, he was too. How could he not know 
this? Anthony had blonde, woolly hair, fair 
skin and the bluest of eyes. In his little world 
he must have felt he looked like most of the 
other children in his class who were pre-
dominantly white, and that he most certainly 
belonged with them. I had mixed emotions 
as I continued to explain to him, and hope-
fully try to convince him that our race was 
called black, Negro, and sometimes colored. 
(This was in the early 70’s.) Again, why had 
it not occurred to me to talk to him about this 
before? I felt guilty, sad, and angry. Did this 
mean my little, woolly-haired, blue-eyed boy 
thought his world would change now that he 
was black? Whether he knew it or not, I now 
knew he would view himself differently. His 
identity, his world, and how he would be 
treated, would be different. So different, that 
a three-year-old would cry about it. And his 
thirty-three-year-old mother would cry about 
it privately, too.

By Marinel Edwards
Honorable Mention,  Adult Category    
In 1966, when my son, Neal, was four 

he started having fainting spells. The neu-
rologist suspected a brain tumor. We went to 
the hospital for a spinal tap and other tests.  
I asked the hospital for a private room, but 
was told there was only one semi-private 
room and that was with a black family.  
Being white, she asked, “Would that be all 
right?”  I had no reservations about sharing a 
room with a black family. 

  When we got there, the little boy got 
upset and asked who we were.  He had cut 
his eye on some rose bushes, and although 
the surgery went well, he would not open 
either eye for fear it would hurt.  His mother 
told him we were going to share the room, 
and I introduced ourselves.  I hadn’t thought 
they might resent us. 

 After Neal’s spinal tap he could have no 
water and would wake up during the night 
crying for water.  The other boy’s mother 
took a washcloth, wet it, and put it to his 
lips and he was o.k.  With her help, we got 
through the night.

 The next morning a rough woman 
remarked, “I couldn’t do what you’re do-
ing?  Stay with those n--------!” I replied, 
“I couldn’t have gotten through the night 
without her!”

  Later the boy wanted to go to the 
bathroom.  When he came back, he stopped 
in the doorway and began to open his eyes.  
Finally he was looking at us.  His smile 
was huge as he looked up at his mother and 
proudly said, “Now I have a roommate like 
everyone else!” 

 The doctor found nothing wrong with 
Neal, and he finally overcame his fainting 
spells. There was more healing in that hos-
pital room than the healing of an eye—most 
important there was the healing of a heart. 

A Defining Moment

The Healing
Beverly Atkins (left) receives 

her award from Ginna 
Mashburn, president of the 

Friends.

Marinel Edwards



By Alye Whyte
First-Place Winner
Student Category
I experienced incidences of intolerance 

on account of my race. When my family 
moved to Knoxville from Chicago, I was 
pretty much welcomed with open arms, but 
when we moved to the country, I was labeled 
as “the black city girl.” It didn’t matter that 
I moved there from Knoxville; I was still 
black and originally from Chicago. Most 
people thought I was from the “bad” part of 
Chicago.

I never had a true friend at my school. 
When both my grandfather and my aunt 
died, everyone assumed it was from a drug 
overdose. I had never felt as alone as I did 
during those three years there.  I never 
wanted to go to school, and I even consider 
suicide because I wasn’t emotionally strong 
enough to take it.

I hated going to school. My teachers 
smiled and said I was bright, but I could 

tell they didn’t truly mean it. I could see it 
in their eyes and I never tried my hardest. I 
never saw the point in trying to prove them 
wrong. I purposely got myself suspended 
because I figured anything was better than 
going to school.

When my parents got assigned to 
churches in North Carolina, I was ecstatic. 
My sister and I both cried that night: she out 
of sorrow; I out of joy. When my parents 
told me we were staying until my sister 
graduated high school two years from then, 
I resented her so much. I was so close to 
freedom.

It’s been five years, and I still feel the 
hurt and pain. I’ve managed to surround my-
self with friends of all races who care less 
about my color and more about my charac-
ter. I’ve realized that I can’t let anyone stand 
between me and my dreams,  especially 
people who never bothered to take the time 
to get to know the person underneath the 
skin.

An Incidence of  Intolerance

By Ian Kline
Honorable Mention
Student Category
As I ambled through 

the front door, I heard Mom 
consoling someone over the 
phone. Her voice sounded 
distant like the gentle mel-
ody at the conclusion of a 
tearful movie. Mom’s good-
bye and a click signified the 
end of the conversation, and 
I went quickly over to check 
if I could help her overcome 
her melancholy. She began 
to explain what had oc-
curred, and with each detail 
more sadness entered her 

eyes. During their conversa-
tion, Rob, her college friend, 
had shared difficult family 
matters that had truly upset 
him. Rob is homosexual. 
His sister, considering it her 
job as a “good” Christian, 
repeatedly impressed upon 
Rob how he should be taken 
out of their parents’ will 
only because of his sexual 
preference. When I picture 
Rob, I see him bringing 
McDonalds and champagne 
for Mom when she severely 
injured her back. I see my 
family laughing at the witty 
e-mails he has sent us. I see 

him committing numerous 
years of studying the Bible 
to become a Jesuit priest. I 
see, in other words, a “good” 
Christian. Teaching one how 
to live life with love and 
compassion represents the 
most pervasive theme of the 
Bible, in my opinion. One 
core belief in any religion 
tells us to respect oneself 
and others. Some people 
take such a glorious part of 
life such as religion, which 
should bring acceptance into 
the world, and manipulate it 
to support their prejudices 
which in turn breed intoler-
ance towards a group of 
people, like homosexuals.

A Bad Call
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Ninth grader Ian Kline

Ninth grader Alye Whyte

The Chalice Choir from the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church helped 
to kick off the Big Read.



Buddy Network Strengthens System
After Professor Chris 

Craig spoke about the use 
of political invective in 
antiquity to a gathering at 
the Sequoyah library, Branch 
Buddy Valerie Coleman was 
there to offer her homemade 
almond cookies and hot cof-
fee to his audience. That’s 
the kind of support that Bud-
dies offer their branches.

In addition to assist-
ing branch staffs at library 
programs and events, this 
“standing corps of Friends 
volunteers”  is intended to 
communicate an expanded 
awareness of the library 
system as a whole, says 
Bonny Naugher, chair of the 
Volunteer Committee; “Bud-
dies fulfill the Friends’ goal 
of ‘More Faces Supporting a 
Must-Have Library.’” Their 
organization provides “a way 
for the Friends to diversify 
and increase our member-
ship and increase awareness 
of each branch and what it 

array of activities within 
the system in spite of 
shrinking allocations.

Committee members 
and Buddies attending the 
October meeting included 
Jane Lester, Judy Loest, 
Amy Broyles, Larry 
and Judith Lane, Nancy 
Hugh, Rebecca Longmire, 
Elizabeth Hammer, Trudy 
Dreyer, Elaine Wynn, Grier 
Novinger, Suzanne Free-
man, and Jean Idell.  

Recent Buddy projects 
include the Karns Com-
munity Fair, Storytime on 
Market Square, and a re-
ception honoring the artist 
Robert Birdwell at Powell.

Recruiting and training 
Buddies for other branches 
and helping existing groups 
lie in the future.  Buddies 
are also urged to attend 
forums of candidates for 
County Commission to 
determine their position 
on libraries and library 
funding.

Unexpected Comfort
By Gay Hurst
When my mother died this 
last fall, I received comfort 
in an unexpected way.
A good friend donated 
money to Friends of the Li-
brary for a book to be given 
in memory of my mother. 
Ginna Mashburn, president 
of FOL, called me and 
asked what interests my 
mother had. She said that a 
book from the library Wish 
List in a suitable area would 
be bought and placed at the 
main library.
After a second, I recalled 
my mother’s love of garden-
ing. She was a very practi-
cal woman in most areas, 
frugal and no-nonense 
about luxuries. But she 
always had flowers. To her 
they were not a luxury at all. 
She loved working in the 
dirt and later arranging the 
flowers into bouquets, many 
of which took prizes in her 
garden club.
Ginna said that she would 
let me know the titles of 
some books from the 
gardening list. I chose one 
on verbenas, for Mother 
always had them growing 
around the house.
I never expected that this 
gift would be such a comfort 
and would mean so much 
to me. To know that there 
is a book in the library with 
a bookplate carrying my 
mother’s name means more 
than I will ever be able to 
express. That someone 
else who loves verbenas 
will open that book and see 
my mother’s name touches 
me deeply. The flowers sent 
by relatives and friends, 
the cards, the e-mails, and 
the telephone calls helped 
me greatly just as they had 
when my dad died. But the 
gift of that book has stayed 
with me and continues to 
bring me joy as well as 
comfort.

has to offer.” Bonny points 
out that when Buddies com-
municate with library staff, 
Friends, and other branches, 
new ideas and energy result.

The first Branch Bud-
dies Book Lovers and Be-
yond Gathering at Lawson 
McGhee on October 17 
worked toward that goal. 
Representatives of eight 
branches heard the presen-
tation made by Mary Pom 
Claiborne, the library’s
communications director, 
who outlined an amazing 

Valerie Coleman (right) served coffee and cookies at the
Sequoyah Branch on October 22.

Photo by Bonny Naugher

Participants at the October 17 gathering included Larry and 
Judith Lane, Powell Buddies, and Rebecca Longmire and her 
mother Elizabeth Hammer from Corryton.
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Survey Confirms
Library Use
A recent survey of 2,796 
Americans reveals that even 
in the so-called electronic 
age most adults still use 
libraries. The study, made 
by the Pew Internet and 
American Library Project and 
the University of Illinois and 
funded by the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services, 
examined citizens’ overall 
library use as well as their 
use of the library to solve 
problems related to subjects 
like health care, education, 
taxes, and job searches. 
Though the poll shows that 
the internet is increasingly 
important as a source of 
information, more than half of 
those surveyed (52%) went 
to the library for all kinds of 
purposes. Surprisingly young 
adults (age 18-30) did so 
more often than their elders. 
Among all those visiting the 
library, 68% used a com-
puter, 62% used a computer 
to check on library materi-
als, 58% used the library’s 
reference materials, and 
42% read newspapers and 
magazines there.
An impressive 7 out of 10 
received assistance from the 
library staff, and of that group 
88% say that they found 
much or some of what they 
were looking for. By contrast, 
only 53% that did not ask for 
help from the staff found a lot 
or some of what they were 
seeking.
More information about the 
survey is available as <www.
pewinternet.org/PPF/r/231/
report_display.asp>.
Jane Pinkston, assistant 
state librarian for planning 
and development, reports 
that in Tennessee, 2005-
06 statistics show a 5% 
increase in the number of 
library visits over 2003-04.

Imagination Library Marks Third Year 
As Imagination Library celebrated its 

third birthday in Knox County, the Friends 
of Knox County Public Library pledged a 

gift of $5,000 per 
year for five years to 
the program. Over 
the past three years 
the program has 
promoted literacy 
among nearly 23,000 
children who have re-

ceived over 360,000 books. A free, carefully 
selected hardbound book arrives in the mail 
for enrolled children from birth until their 
fifth birthday. Volumes that explore a variety 
of themes, skills, and ideas are chosen by 
a team of literacy and child-development 
experts. 

On Saturday, January 26, children 
marked the third birthday of Knox County’s 
Imagination Library with music, crafts, and 
games at Lawson McGhee Library. Some 
party-goers showed up in the garb of their 
favorite characters. The Birthday Spectacular 
was sponsored by Dinner A’fare, Kindermu-
sick, and <Knoxmoms.com>.

On September 22, 2007, a big turn-out 
observed Imagination Library Week with a 
Strollerthon at Lakeshore Park.  Some 50 
strollers, their occupants, their moms, and 
their dads participated, according to Bonny 
Naugher, who is the Friends’ liaison with 
the Knox County Imagination Library office 
headed by Amy Nachtraub.

Photo 
by Bonny 
Naugher

Caroline 
Vogel and 

her son 
Aidan 

Brown par-
ticipated 

in the 
September 

Stroller-
thon.

Photo by Bonny Naugher

At six weeks Adrianna, here with her parents, 
was the youngest Strollerthon participant.
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Amy Nachtraub 
with FOL’s check 

Volunteer Judy Fleenor introduces Grace 
to Buddy the Bookhound at Imagination 
Library’s birthday party January 26. 

Three-year-old twins 
Makayla and Malaya  
create puppets at the 
birthday spectacular.

Bill Doyle introduces 
Emma, perhaps 
Imagination Library’s 
youngest recipient.
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Students and seniors: $10
Individual: $15
Family: $25

$100-$249
$250-$499
$500+
Corporate Friend Donor

Fax 865.215.8775
E-mail <info@friendsoftheknoxcolib.org>

USED

BOOK

SALE
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