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The Constant Gardener:
Happy Birthday!
Emily Herring Wilson to Speak
The Imagination
Library in Knox
On March 7. See page 4.
County marks its first
anniversary
on January 14.
See page 2.

Friends’ Funds
Help to Reclaim
Artist’s Work

Movies on the Mall
Packed ‘em In. See page 6.
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Suzanne Freeman
Coordinator
Rachel Craig
Newsletter
Martha Gill
Gay Hurst

Catherine Wiley,
Knoxville native, left
behind a treasure
trove of paintings,
many of which are
preserved in the
East Tennessee
History Center. On
page 7 find out how
the Friends’ treasury
is helping to restore
paintings and an
artist’s reputation.

Passing the Buck for Book Sale:
Members Can Clip and Save. See page 3.
Friends of the Knox County Public Library

We’re on the Web—
see us at <http://
www.friendsoftheknoxcolib.org>.

E-mail us, too!
<folkcpl@hotmail.com>

$1.00 off
On
pagKne 7
find out
Feb. 26-March 4
what’s
Yournew
Membership.
about

Who’s on Board?
Meet some new
directors on
page 6.

Best of Friends
How to Contribute
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To contribute to the
Imagination Library, please
send a check to Knox
County Imagination Library
Fund c/o East Tennessee
Foundation, 625 Market
Street, Suite 1400, Knoxville, TN 37902.
The program is administered by Knox County
Public Library, which
handles the promotion,
registration, and book
orders as well as changes
of address.
The Advisory Board to Knox
County Imagination Library
includes Larry Clark (Chair),
Crissy Haslam, Claudia
Ragsdale, Juanita Cannon,
Cathy Chesney, Mary Pom
Claiborne, Juanita Cannon,
Cynthia Finch, Dr. Joe
Johnson, Mike Hammond,
Laura Heinz, Terry Holley,
Diana Morgan, Bonny
Naugher, and Dr. Mike
Winstead. Marilyn Jones is
coordinator.

Early Reading
Promotes Literacy
Imagination Library is more
than just a feel-good
program. Skills necessary
for learning to read are
acquired from birth. Such
skills include familiarity with
books and turning pages,
reading from left to right,
letter recognition, and
vocabulary acquisition.
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Lighting Candles To Read By

Imagination Library Has Birthday
By Mary Pom Claiborne
Library Liaison
In honor of Imagination Library’s first
birthday in Knox County, a celebration of
reading occurred on January 14 at area
bookstores.

■ Carpe Librum Booksellers, 5113-A
Kingston Pike
■ Cedar Springs Christian Stores, 504
N. Peters Road
■ Christian Book Warehouse, 314
Merchants Drive
■ The Lost
Savant, 5703 N.
Broadway
■ Waldenbooks,
Knoxville Center Mall
Celebrity readers
included Knox County
Mayor Mike Ragsdale;
Knoxville Mayor Bill
Haslam; Town of
Farragut Mayor Eddy
Ford; WBIR’s Russell
Bivens, Todd Howell,
and Bill Landry; City
Councilman Chris
Woodhull; Metro Pulse
County Mayor Mike Ragsdale (left) and City Mayor Bill Haslam
writer Jack Neely;
read to children on Imagination Library’s birthday.
County CommissionBirthday parties held across the commu- ers Larry Clark and Mary Lou Horner.
nity at participating bookstores from 10:00 –
In addition to the celebration, Variety, A
3:00 included celebrity readers, birthday
Children’s Charity (the philanthropic arm of
cake, children's t-shirts (free while supplies
Regal Cinemas), made a presentation of a
lasted), and special appearances from the
$30,000 to Mayor Ragsdale at Books-A-Million
likes of Clifford and Peter Rabbit.
at 10:00 a.m. on behalf of the program.
Over 8,000 children have collectively
Variety, A Children’s Charity was one of
received more than 52,000 books from Knox the founding donors of the program. Other
County’s Imagination Library since its
major donors include the Knoxville News
launch one year ago. That means more young Sentinel, Anderson Companies, and Friends
children are better prepared to enter school,
of the Knox County Public Library.
and they’ve had more bonding time with
Parent Holly Webb wrote, “Thank you so
their parents who read to them every day.
much for this program. My daughter loves to
Imagination Library provides free, agewatch for her book in the mail and can’t wait
appropriate hardbound books to all registo sit down and read it. First, I read it to her;
tered children in Knox County under the age then she ‘reads’ it to me. It’s so nice to see her
of five. Kids can register at any Knox County excited and stimulated by reading and
Public Library or by downloading forms at
learning. What a great program.”
<www.knoxlib.org>.
Dolly Parton introduced Imagination
A portion of sales at each bookstore will Library to Sevier County in 1996 as a way to help
benefit Imagination Library. Participating
raise literacy rates. In December 1999, she
bookstores included
expanded the program to communities across the
■ Barnes & Noble, 8209 Kingston Pike
country. Over 566 communities in 41 states
■ Books-A-Million, 8513 Kingston Pike
participate with a monthly enrollment of 215,000.
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At the Candy Factory

Another Sweet Sale

By John Z. C. Thomas
travel, and religion. We are also still receivDirector
ing library-withdrawn books which greatly
When the Friends of the Library 2006
increase the offerings in such sections as
Used Book Sale takes place February 26
children’s, large print, romance, and mystery.
(Members Only) through March 4 (Bag Sale),
The sale opens on Sunday, February 26,
customers will be able to help our local
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. with the memlibraries and to assist the recovery of a
bers-only preview. Members will shortly
library devastated by Katrina. Patrons of the receive their invitation in the mail, and
book sale can make a donation to the library
memberships may be obtained at the door.
of Bay St. Louis, MS, to help it replenish its
The sale opens to the general public on
inventory that was
Monday, February 27. The
wiped out by the
hours for Monday through
We’re Passing the Buck
hurricane.
Friday will be from 11:00
On to Our Friends
Our own local
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. daily. On
The coupon on page 1
storm of sorts delayed
Thursday and Friday all
our getting the sale
entitles members of the
books, tapes, and other
underway this year.
merchandise will be halfFriends to a $1.00
Because the Candy
price. On Saturday, March
discount on their
Factory is in transi4, we will once again hold
purchase. Clip it and
tion, we had diffiour famous bag sale from
present it at check out.
culty finding a
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The
New memberships may
location for the sale.
price is still the same—
be obtained at the door.
But through the
$3.00 a bag. All the other
generosity and
prices remain the same:
cooperation of Brian Conley of Cardinal
adult hardbacks, $2.00; trade paper, $1.00;
Development, Bill Lyons of the City of
mass market paper, 50 cents; children’s
Knoxville, and Dale Smith of the Public
hardbacks, $1.00; and children’s paperbacks,
Building Authority, we are back in the
50 cents. In the audio sections vinyl records
Candy Factory for one last time. So this
are still 50 cents a disc, audio tapes are 25
year’s sale is going to be just like our
cents a tape, and CD’s are $2.00, but video
previous sales.
tapes have been reduced to $1.00.
We have a very good selection of books,
Last year we had one of the best sales
having received several large donations of
ever. This year we are looking forward to
high quality plus a goodly number of other
doing the same. The place is the same, the
gifts.
prices are the same, so come pick up some
We are particularly strong in our
great bargains and help the Knox County
regional section as well as in art and archiLibrary system. See you at the Candy
tecture, history, foreign language, poetry,
Factory on February 26-March 4.

The Best-Ever Book Sale at a Glance
Date
Time
Sunday, February 26 1-5 p.m.
Monday, February 27-Wednesday, March 1 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thursday, March 2Friday,March 3
11 a.m.-7 p.m
Saturday, March 4
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Feature
Members’ Preview
Public Sale
Half-Price Sale
Bag Sale @ $3

Growing Up (Again)
With Grandchildren
By Martha Gill
Newsletter Co-Editor
The timing was perfect. Just
as I entered my second
childhood, these three
delightful creatures, my
grandgirls, appeared on the
scene, and I am growing up
again with them.
Sometimes I have to sit out
some of their games;
Dance Revolution is too
fast-paced for someone as
ill-coordinated as I was
even in my heyday. But I
can hopscotch, and I play a
mean game of Go Fish,
Chutes and Ladders, and
Candyland.
When they are creating
superhero (heroine)
personae, they admit me to
the club. I am the Silver
Fox, my secret weapon is
chicken salad, and my
method of transportation is
a rocket-powered rocking
chair.
Sharing their books, I am
happily re-acquainted with
Frances, Alexander, and
Wilbur, and they have
introduced me to Olivia,
Junie B. Jones, the moose
with a muffin, and the pig
with a pancake. Helping
Mary Ellen apply for her
library card was a shared
joy.
Now that the second-grader
devours chapter books,
now that the kindergartener
is ready to read, and now
that I have taught the
preschooler to lick her
finger before she turns the
page, I can hardly wait to
continue growing up with
the grandgirls.
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Best of Friends
Some Great Ideas
From FOLUSA
News Update, the
publication of the Friends
of Libraries U.S.A.
(FOLUSA), reports that
The “Guaranteed First
Read” program sponsored by the Friends of
the Loveland, CO, Public
Library Foundation, Inc.,
encourages donors to
purchase a selection
from a list of books on
the library’s wish list. A
bookplate in the volume
gives the donor credit for
the purchase, and the
donor then becomes the
first to read the book.
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Friends of the Arlington
County Public Library
recently received $7,000
from a unique fundraiser
in honor of a beloved
civic-minded member.
More than 100 friends
and neighbors celebrated
Mary Hewitt’s 94th
birthday by contributing
funds in Mary’s honor to
support the library’s
collections. A plaque
bearing Mary’s name will
appear on the library’s
donor wall in
acknowledgement of
Mary’s passion for
reading and music, her
public spirit, and her
decades of service to the
community through
various organizations.
Local poets of Meriden,
CT, will be featured in a
volume of poetry that will
be published and sold at
next year’s Daffodil
Festival. To submit
manuscripts for inclusion
in the book, a poet must
be a member of the
Friends, sponsors of the
project.
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Resolve To Recycle: Help an Eager Reader
If you’ve ever waited awhile on the
library hold list for a popular book, you’ll be
enthusiastic about this new Friends project.
We are seeking donated copies of the Knox
County Public Library’s “Ten Most Wanted
List,”published on the Friends website
<www.friendsoftheknoxcolib.org>. These
are usually best-sellers, and we can make
them available for check-out faster by
adding more copies to library circulation.
Spread the word among your reading
friends to check the website frequently as
new titles are requested. When folks have
finished a best-seller, encourage them to
pass their personal copy along to any branch
library to be shared throughout the system.

We are seeking the following titles:
PREDATOR by Patricia Cornwell
POINT BLANK: AN FBI THRILLER by
Catherine Coulter
GOODNIGHT NOBODY by Jennifer
Weiner
ELDEST by Christopher Paolini
CHILL FACTOR by Sandra Brown
BLUE SMOKE by Nora Roberts
AT FIRST SIGHT by Nicholas Sparks
WIDOW’S WALK by Marian Fontana
WEDDING IN DECEMBER by Anita
Shreve
FEAST OF CROWS by George R.R.
Martin

Legislative Day Set for February 28 in Nashville
Suzanne Freeman,
liaison with Friends of
Tennessee Libraries (FOTL),
urges advocates of the
state’s public libraries to
join other concerned
citizens in Nashville on
Tuesday, February 28, for
Library Legislative Day
2006. Taking as its theme
“Growing Citizens @ Our
Libraries,” the event is
intended to inform and to

Registration

give advocates the opportunity to meet with state
legislators.
Numbers count with
legislators, says Freeman, and
a large group of citizens can
send the lawmakers a positive
message of support for
funding our libraries.
Sponsors include the
Friends of Tennessee Libraries,
TENN-SHARE, and the
Tennessee Association of School

Librarians. The program
begins in the Nashville Public
Library Conference Center at
9:00 a.m.
Frequent updates on
the program can be found
at the TENN-SHARE
website, <www.tennshare.org>.
For additional information, contact TLA at
<ahuggins@midsouth.rr.com>
or 901.485.6952.

(Please complete a separate form for each attendee.)

Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________
City:_________________ County_____________ Zip code: ______
Telephone: (
) ________ E-Mail __________________________
Library I will represent: ________________County:_______________
I am attending as a: (Please circle one category only)
Library Friend Library Trustee Library User

Librarian Library Staff Other (specify)_______

I live/vote in TN Senate District # ____ and TN House District # _____
(This information will enable us to arrange adequate seating for the luncheon. Please
ask your librarian or go to http://www.tennesseeanytime.org/government/
elected.html. )
Registration fee: $25 per person. Make check payable to Tennessee Library
Association and mail with completed registration form to: TLA, PO Box 241074,
Memphis Tennessee 38124-1074, no later than February 17, 2006. No refunds
will be given but participant substitutions will be accepted.
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Author To Speak March 7
By Theresa Pepin
On Tuesday, March 7, 2006, Emily
Herring Wilson will speak at a book-andauthor event sponsored by Friends of the
University of Tennessee
(UT) Gardens, Friends of
the Library, and the
Hodges Fund of the UT
Department of English.
Emily Wilson is well
known to garden and
book club members as the
editor of Two Gardeners: A
Friendship in Letters, the
correspondence between
Katharine S. White and
Elizabeth Lawrence, and
author of No One Gardens
Alone: A Life of Elizabeth
Lawrence (Beacon Press).
She published the letters
in 2002 and the biography in 2004.
A poet and author,
Ms. Wilson has taught at
Wake Forest University,
Salem College, the
University of North
Carolina at Greensboro,
and Cornell University.
She lives with her
husband, Ed, in Winston-Salem, NC.
With Peter Loewer
and Edith Eddelman,
she spoke at the 2005
Carolina Gardens
Spring Symposium, which also featured a
visit to Elizabeth Lawrence’s garden, now
privately owned, in the Myers Park neigh-

borhood of Charlotte. An interesting
connection for Knoxville residents is that
the planner of Sequoyah Hills, Earle Draper,
assisted John Nolen in developing Myers
Park. Nolen was one of
America’s premier landscape
architects and comprehensive
urban planners.
Emily Wilson’s talk will
provide an opportunity to
learn more about Elizabeth
Lawrence, one of the truly
great gardeners and garden
writers of the 20th century,
and about Katharine White,
wife of E.B. White and best
known for her work at the
New Yorker.
The event also represents the first collaboration—first, we hope, of
many—among several
community organizations. The planners are
Theresa Pepin, president
of the Friends of the UT
Gardens; Maggie Carini,
president of Friends of
the Library; Ginna
Mashburn, presidentelect of Friends of the
Library; and Lisa Carroll,
KMA Guild president.
The talk will be held
at the Tennessee Valley
Unitarian Universalist
Church, 2931 Kingston
Pike, a centrally located venue, at 7:00 p.m.
and is free and open to the public. Save the
date: Tuesday, March 7.

SUN COKE GRANT SPEEDS LIBRARIANS’ SEARCHES
A $500 community grant from the Sun Coke Company will enable the Friends
to fund FirstSearch capabilities for the library system. FirstSearch is an online
service giving librarians access to a rich collection of reference databases, which
are too expensive to subscribe to individually and would seldom be used alone.
FirstSearch permits the simultaneous search of all the databases, thus promoting
efficiency of time and effort. Thanks to Friends member Ward Bastian, employee
of Sunoco, local subsidiary of SunCoke, for alerting the Friends to these community funds.

Calling All Book Clubs
Friends of the Library would
like to become a clearinghouse for local book clubs.
Using our website
<www.friendsoftheknoxcolib.org>,
we want to publish what
clubs are reading, how clubs
choose their books, how
clubs are organized, and
other questions related to
groups of readers. Please
choose a contact person to
communicate with the
Friends’ office at 215.8775.
An organizational meeting of
representatives may follow
to help establish guidelines
for an informal council of
readers to share information
about books and to create a
network of readers.
For example, in December
the Breakfast Book Club
chooses its books for the
coming year. In 2006 its
members will read and
review the following:
■ Flu: The Story of the

Great Influenza Pandemic
by Gina Kolata
■ No One Gardens Alone: A

Life of Elizabeth Lawrence
by Emily Herring Wilson
■ The Samurai’s Garden by
Gail Tsukiyama
■ The Spiral Staircase by
Karen Armstrong
■ Blood Done Sign My
Name by Timothy Tyson
■ The Greek Treasure by
Irving Stone
■ Our Endangered Values:
American’s Moral Crisis by
Jimmy Carter
■ The Map of Love by Ahdaf
Soueif
■ Teacher Man: A Memoir
by Frank McCourt
■ The World Is Flat: A Brief

History of the 21st Century
by Thomas L. Friedman
■ The Historian by Elizabeth
Kostova
■ Year of Wonders by
Geraldine Brooks
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Best of Friends
We Need You!
Are you a Friend who
wants to do more for
reading in the community
than just pay your dues?
You can help with two
upcoming events.
The Friends’ book sale will
run from February 26March 4. Volunteers also
read to Head Start
youngsters in the spring.
Telephone Rachel Craig at
215.8775. She will put you
in touch with the good folks
who coordinate these
merry bands.

Farragut Enjoys
New Equipment

6

The Farragut Branch has
some new equipment,
thanks to the proceeds from
the Friends of the Library
mini-sale this summer. A rack
now displays videotapes,
and staff members like
Joanne Nye have a
flannelboard for story time.
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Reel Fun: Movies on Market Square

Kelley Segars (left) and Mary Pom Claiborne commandeered the popcorn machine during Movies on the Mall.
proceeds going to FOL.
By Kelley Segars
Director
Willy Wonka and The Wizard
The smell of fresh
of Oz were the big hits of the
popcorn filled Market
season. We were incredibly
Square on Friday nights this
busy those nights, and the
fall. The Friends of the
popcorn machine did not
Library provided the
stop popping until the very
concessions stand for the
end! We made more than
Movies on Market Square’s
$1,700 this year.
series in September and
This was also a great
October. Kids and adults
opportunity to let people
alike lined up for popcorn,
know about the Friends of
candy, and sodas. The
the Library. Newsletters and
Woodhull family sold
membership forms were
delicious, almost too-prettyavailable at the stand, and
to-eat cupcakes, with all
we were able to talk to

many people about our
organization. One woman
came up to get her free raffle
ticket, and we asked if she
needed any popcorn or candy.
“No,” she said, “we brought
our own snacks, but does the
money go to the library?” We
affirmed that it did, and she
handed us a $5 bill. Moments
like that made us very happy
to be a part of FOL.
We sincerely thank Pepsi,
Phoenix Theatres, the
Woodhull family, Scott and
Bernadette West, and Oodles
for their support this season. A
huge thank you also goes to all
the volunteers from FOL and
City People who staffed the
concessions stand. Their hard
work made all of this possible.
We do have our very
own popcorn machine now,
which is available for rent
throughout the year. If you
know of an event that needs a
little something extra, you can
contact us.
You’d be amazed by how
much people love freshly
popped popcorn!

Buddies To Create Friendly Presence in Branches
Specia Friends, also known as
Branch Buddies, are now in place at
branch libraries. They will make sure
that Friends’ brochures are always
available, hang posters in their
communities to advertise Friends’
events, and find other voluteers when
we need them. Their larger job is to
advocate for the branch and the library
system in their neighborhoods and to
create a Friendly presence in each
branch. Thanks to each of the following pioneers:
Bonny Kate—Cheryl Ragsdale
Burlington—Karen Dhyanchand, Jill
Connor, Sara Patterson

Carter—Beth Troyer, Joan Betty Vaughan
Cedar Bluff—Susan Rothchild
Farragut—Joyce Benziger
Fountain City—Melinda Davis
Halls—Susan Wallace
Karns—Marilyn Merkle
North Knoxville—Rose Mink
Norwood—Mary Muir, Pat Ingram
Powell—Martha Thomas
Sequoyah—Connie Greene, Laura Wall
South Knoxville—Linda Rust
West Knoxville—Trudy Dreyer
We’re still looking for buddies for the
Murphy, Corryton, and Mascot branches and
welcome recommendations. You’ll be hearing
more about these Friends in the future.
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Restoring
Catherine Wiley’s Art
Steve Cotham stands in front of
Wiley’s painting of a woman and child.

By Gay Hurst
Co-Editor
The Friends of the Knox
County Public Library
organization is playing a
supporting role in the
recovery of the work and
artistic reputation of a painter
who died in obscurity.
Anna Catherine Wiley
(1879-1957), an East Tennessee native, has been compared to Van Gogh: her
works and life story created a
sad tale of unrecognized
talent, personal tragedy, and
post-mortem appreciation.
Wiley studied art at the
University of Tennessee in one
of the first art classes that
admitted women. (Art was
then a part of the home
economics department.) Later
she studied in New York. She
achieved some regional

Catherine Wiley ca. 1900
McClung Historical Collection

recognition, but the cultural
climate did not support
female artists. Unlike Mary
Cassatt and Rosa Bohheur,
Wiley needed a practical
outlet for her talent, one that
would provide her a job.
Therefore, when she returned
to Knoxville, she taught art in
the university.
Tragically, in 1926, after
suffering what was apparently a complete mental
breakdown, she spent the
rest of her life in a hospital in
Philadelphia. She never
painted again.
After her death her
family donated some of her
paintings, personal effects,
and sketches to the McClung
Historical Collection. The
paintings that have been
restored hang on the walls of
the second and third floors
of the East Tennessee
Historical Society (ETHS).
Both organizations are a
part of the Knox County
Public Library System.
Before being donated to
the collection, these paintings had been all but
forgotten in an out-building
on the farm of the artist’s
brother and sister-in-law.
As a consequence, when they
arrived at the library, they

were covered in dirt, dust,
and gray silt. When Steve
Cotham, present director of
the ETHS, first saw them, he
wondered what on earth
could be done with them.
Then he had someone clean
a spot on one of the
canvases, and it was love at
first sight.
There are 37 of Wiley’s
oil paintings in the
McClung Historical
Collection in addition to the
sketches and personal
effects, making it the largest
repository of her works.
Unfortunately, in 1987, one
of the paintings had to be
sold in order to raise funds
to restore eight others.
“It was one of the best,”
bemoaned Cotham,
although he does not regret
the restoration that the sale
made possible.
A total of 32 of the
paintings have been
restored. The five remaining ones are academic
studies of lesser significance
although “we will eventually restore them,” assured
Cotham.
Contributions have
helped to avoid another
sacrifice. The Friends of the
Library contributed more
than $4,000 previously and
has pledged another $7,500.
These contributions were
for the two largest paintings. One is the painting in
front of which Cotham is
standing.
The other is currently
being restored in Nashville,
overseen by Dee Minault,
conservator with
Cumberland Art Conservation, Inc. She will clean the
painting, add new backing,
and relax the canvas. The
costly process is slow and
painstaking; the last
restoration took two years.

Assessing Wiley’s
Creative Work
“Catherine was a good
painter, very creative, a
good copier and a
mimicker,” said Steve
Cotham, director of the
East Tennessee Historical Collection. Her style
puts her in the American
Impressionist group.
The last exhibit of her
works was in 1990,
organized by The
Tennessee State
Museum.
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“Farmstead”
The McClung Historical
Collection,
Knox County Public Library

“In the Sunlight”
The McClung Historical
Collection,
Knox County Public Library

Best of Friends
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