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What Friends Do
THEY MEET.

And when they get together, they learn and they
take care of business. On Tuesday, July 11, they
will meet to hear from the husband-and-wife
team of writers, Jeanne McDonald and Fred
Brown. You’ll want to be at the East Tennessee

Jeanne McDonald
and Fred Brown

History Center to hear them. Festivities start
at 6:30 p.m. See page 3.

THEY SELL BOOKS. See page 5 for the 2006 bonanza.

Chief Library Liaison
Mary Pom Claiborne
FOTL Liaison
Suzanne Freeman

■

Coordinator
Rachel Craig
Newsletter
Martha Gill
Gay Hurst
We’re on the Web—
see us at <http://

■ They Plan. Page 2

■ They Give. Page 4

■ They Read. Page 2

■ They Speak. Page 6

■ They Encourage
Others to Read.
Page 6

■ They Advocate
for Libraries.
Page 2

www.friendsoftheknoxcolib.org>.

E-mail us, too!
<folkcpl@hotmail.com>

They Help. Page 7

Best of Friends
Children’s Picks
Are you looking for books
for young readers? Here
are some award-winners:
2006 Caldecott Medal

The Hello, Goodbye
Window by Norton Juster;
illustrated by Chris
Raschka
2006 Coretta Scott King
Award

Day of Tears: A Novel in
Dialogue by Julius Lester
2006 Newbery Medal
Crisscross by Lynne Rae
Perkins

Calling Book Clubs
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The office of the Friends of
Knox County Public Library
hopes to become a
clearinghouse for book
clubs. So far, 14 groups
have notified the office of a
contact person. Won’t you
join this growing list? Call
215.8775, and see
<www.friendsoftheknoxcolib.org>
for book-club news.

What Knoxville
Newcomers' Book
Club Is Reading
■The Kite Runner by
Khaled Hosseini
■ The World Is Flat by
Thomas Friedman
■ The Photograph by
Penelope Lively
■ Chocolat by Joanne
Harris
■ The Reading Group by
Elizabeth Noble
■ Back When We Were
Grownups by Anne Tyler
■ His Excellency: George
Washington by Joseph J.
Ellis
■ A Civil Action by
Jonathan Harr
■ The Mermaid’s Chair by
Sue Monk Kidd
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Mission Possible: ‘More Faces Supporting a Must-Have Library’

FOL Board Crafts Strategic Plan
formation of a vigorous volunteer recruitThis spring the board of the Friends of
ment and training program, expansion of the
the Knox County Public Library has comBranch Buddies, appointments of new
pleted the major portion of a comprehensive
membership and public relations commitstrategic plan. Led by Dave Patterson, board
tees, assistance in the
member
development of a
and
library foundation,
committee
and a thorough
chair, the
review of all our
board plus
used book sale
committee
operations,
chairs
including space,
participated
on-line sales, and
in a series
branch sales.
of ideas
FOL President
exchanges,
Maggie Carini says
culminating
that work is
in an
already underway
extended
on an action plan to
May 9
support these
meeting.
strategies. The
The
Jeff Johnson, Kelley Segars, and Ginna Mashburn
board will finalize
group first
contemplate a three-year plan for FOL.
this portion of the
drafted a
strategic plan in June.
vision statement: “We envision a vigorous
President Carini continued, “The library
Friends of the Library, well-trained and diverse,
supporting our library system, which is visible, administration is unified around the vision of
a premier library system for Knox County.
popular, and seen as a necessity to the rich life
The strategies we have identified signal the
of our community. “ (Director Kelley Segars
Friends’ eagerness to support this vision.
provided the bumper-sticker version: “More
Our success hinges upon a much larger
faces supporting a must-have library!”)
volunteer commitment from our memberThe key work of the session was to
choose strategies that will guide FOL work for ship, and we look forward to finding and
training helpers for all these strategies.”
the next three years. These include the

Donation to Bay St. Louis Library Received with Appreciation
The Friends’ family has expanded to include Hancock County, MS, because of a
gift to help restore the library wiped out by Hurricane Katrina in Bay St. Louis.
The Friends’ board of directors pledged to give 10 per cent of the profits from
the spring booksale to that cause. The gift of $4,000 included generous donations
from customers at the sale. Board member Mary Starke coordinated the drive.
The executive secretary of the Hancock County Library Foundation, Mary
Perkins, responded to the gift in this way: “There are no words to express our
gratitude. The outpouring of love and support has been unbelievable since Hurricane Katrina hit here. On behalf of the Board of Trustees, administration, and staff
of the library system and the Board of Directors of the Library Foundation of
Hancock County, please accept my heartfelt thank you. This gift will be placed in a
special Hurricane Katrina fund. We are so appreciative of your kindness and
concern. You have become family to us, and we will definitely keep you up-to-date
on our progress.”
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At Annual Meeting July 11

Dynamic Duo to Speak
He is an avid collector of jazz, a student
of Civil War battles, and a dedicated
flyfisherman, according to his website.
According to
her website, she
On Taking Up
is a former
Serpents:
English teacher,
a novelist, the
“A real insight
mother of three
into this
grown children,
unusual aspect
and the
of American
grandmother of
religion.”
a three-yearLibrary
Journal
—
old. She is a
contributing editor for Metro Pulse, and he is
a senior writer for the Knoxville News
Sentinel. Individually they have published
widely, they have garnered numerous
awards, and together the married couple has
co-authored two books. The pair, Jeanne
McDonald and Fred Brown, will be featured
speakers at the Friends of Knox County
Public Library’s annual meeting on Tuesday,
July 11, at the East Tennessee History Center.
“Seeking God Through the Serpent:
Appalachian Snake Handlers” will include a
slide show. The presentation reflects the
couple’s book The Serpent Handlers: Three
Families and Their Faith, winner of the Harry
Caudill Award for Journalism. Their book
Growing Up Southern: How the South Shapes Its

Writers (Apocryphile Press) has recently been
reissued and will be available for salefrom
Carpe Librum.
Another feature of the evening will
be the announcement of the Friends’
memorial to Robert Webb, who died in
December 2005.
The evening will begin with dessert
/coffee and social time at 6:30. At 7:00 a
brief business meeting will include
voting for the new slate of Friends
officers presented by Mary Rayson, chair
of the nominating committee.
■ Class of 2009
Maggie Carini
Gordon Clem
Ginna Mashburn
Kelley Segars
Brian Pittman
■ Executive Committee
President: Ginna Mashburn
President-Elect: Bonny Naugher
Secretary: Jeff Johnson
Treasurer: Clyde Letsinger
Past President: Maggie Carini
■ Nominating Committee
Gordon Clem
Elnora Williams
Mary Lawrence Woodhull

10. With a coupon I enjoy $1 off at the annual booksale, and I get my
pick of books on opening day for members only.
The 9. I receive the FOL newsletter that keeps me up to date on what’s
Top Ten happening in the library and among Friends.
I use the library constantly for books, CDs, DVDs, videos, and
Reasons 8.
periodicals as well as for computers and access to the Internet.
for 7. I call the library’s reference desk frequently for information.
Being 6. I see free movies on Market Square in the fall.
I meet people who enjoy many of the same activities that I enjoy.
a Friend 5.
4. I am involved in my community in a non-religious, non-political way.
of the 3. I serve as an ambassador of the library to the community.
Library 2. I may never run for political office, but I can influence my commuby Gay nity as a supporter of the library. I can’t think of a better place to have
Hurst a voice.
But most important of all,
1. I LOVE LIBRARIES!
Why are you a Friend of the Library? E-mail us at
<daddo500@aol.com> and let us know. For your thoughts we’ll give
you an extra coupon worth a $1 off at the next booksale.

They Took the Cake!
Book clubs like to look at
recent prize-winners as they
draw up their reading lists.
2005 National Book
Critics Circle Awards
❐ Fiction: The March by E.
L. Doctorow
❐ General Nonfiction:
Voices from Chernobyl by
Svetlana Alexievich
❐ Biography: American

Prometheus: The Triumph
and Tragedy of J. Robert
Oppenheimer by Kai Bird
and Martin J. Sherwin
❐ Autobiography: Them: A
Memoir of Parents by
Francine du Plessix Gray
❐ Poetry: Refusing Heaven
by Jack Gilbert
2005 National Book Award
❐ Fiction: Europe Central
by William T. Vollman
❐ Nonfiction: The Year of
Magical Thinking by Joan
Didion
❐ Poetry: Migration: New
and Selected Poems by
W.S. Merwin
2005 Nobel Prize for
Literature: Harold Pinter
Pulitzer Prize
❐ General Nonfiction:

Imperial Reckoning: The
Untold Story of Britain’s
Gulag in Kenya by Caroline
Elkins
❐ Biography: American

Prometheus: The Triumph
and Tragedy of J. Robert
Oppenheimer by Kai Bird
and Martin J. Sherwin
❐ History: Polio: An
American Story by David M.
Oshinsky
❐ Poetry: Late Wife by
Claudia Emerson
❐ Fiction: March by
Geraldine Brooks
2005 Man Booker Prize
The Sea by John Banville
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Members Renew at $100 or More

Library Lobbyists
President Maggie Carini
(left) amd Gay Hurst,
newsletter co-editor, joined
other advocates for libraries
at Legislative Day in
Nashville on February 28.
The day’s theme was
“Growing Citizens @ Our
Libraries.” Suzanne
Freeman, liaison with
Friends of Tennessee
Libraries, also attended.
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John Thomas
Speaks to FOTL
John Thomas, the wizard
behind the local Friends’
phenomenally successful
booksale, shared his
expertise with members of
the Friends of Tennessee
Libraries at their annual
meeting in Jackson on May
9. At the same event Martha
Gill received a certificate of
recognition for her work as
co-editor of the Friends of
Knox County Library’s
newsletter, Best of Friends.
Martha donated her monetary award to the local
Friends’ group because she
said she was merely like the
person who delivered the
pizza since Friends, “the
finest people I know,” really
grated the cheese, stirred the
sauce, and kneaded the
dough.

Many thanks go to the following donors who renewed their memberships for
$100 or more.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Ayres
Dennis McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Babb
Tricia McClam
Gretchen F. Beal
Shelley McCoy
Sam and Mary Anne Beall
Jeanne Meader
Richard Bender
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Midyett
Linda Billman
Ellen R. Mitchell
Mary Biscoe
Diane W. Nichols
Sandi Burdick
Harry P. and Amy Ogden
Carpe Librum Bookstore
Bob and Marnie Page
Betty Davis
Corinne and Ed Patrick
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Dempster, Jr.
Robert and Lucie Polk
Mrs. Robert H. Dempster, Jr.
Rick and Janice Rawe
Patricia Dotson
John and Mary Rayson
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Downen
Ginny Rogers
David and Judy Fardon
Susan Rothchild
Elizabeth Felton
William Rukeyser
Anna and Tom Ford
Peter and Trudy Shea
Betsy and Bruce Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Shirley
Gid Fryer
David and Vim Silvus
Hiram Rogers and Jean Gauger
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Smith, Jr.
Connie Gonzalez
Mary Spengler
Jane Harb
Mr. and Mrs. James Spitzer
Randall and Linda Hartwig
Dorothy and Caesar Stair
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Haslam, II
Sue and John Stuhl
Laverne W. Headman
Tennessee Valley Publishing
Robert and Jean Hilton
Carl O. and Martha S. Thomas
Diane Humphreys-Barlow
John Z. C. Thomas
Robert and Anne Killefer
Sam and Mary Ann Venable
Mrs. McAfee Lee
Jack and Patricia Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Lee
Thomas Wheeler
Jim and Jane Lester
Mrs. Chalmers Wilson, Jr.
Pat Lincoln
James and Linda Yates
Ginna Mashburn
Robert Young
Lindsay Young

Additional Benefactors
Donations
Carpe Librum Bookstore
E. M. Gassel Living Trust
Martha Gill
Anonymous

Grants
Sun Coke Company
Alcoa
Bequests
William Lyon, Sr.
Jane Ann Evans Nielson

Memorial Gifts
Ginna Mashburn in memory of Sammye Wynn
Elinor and Jeffrey Thompson in memory of Irma Howard
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Best of Friends
Seen at the Sale
Raise your glass to Joyce
and Charles Benziger, who
once again provided wine
and cheese for members at
the opening-day sale. Joyce
is also Branch Buddy at the
Farragut branch library.

Dr. LaToye Myles assisted throngs of customers on closing day.

2006 Booksale Succeeds Phenomenally at $41K

Girl Scout Troop 328 lent helping hands at
the 2006 booksale. ON THE COVER:
Volunteers handled brisk business on the
members-only opening day.

In what is reputed to be the largest
used booksale in the Southeast, the Friends
grossed over $41,000 in the event February
26-March 4.
Special thanks for that success go to
sponsors Knoxville News Sentinel and
WBIR TV as well as other media that gave
timely publicity for the fund-raiser. The
sale could not have happened without
John Thomas, who organizes the merchandise, and Jean Idell, who organizes the
myriad of volunteer helpers. Brian Conley
generously made the Candy Factory
available to the Friends.
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Recycle 10 Most Wanted at Branch
What is Knox County reading, and how
can you help satisy its appetite for popular
books?
Readers are clamoring for a copy of the
following titles, but supplies are limited.
If you own and have already read one or
more of the following popular volumes, drop
your completed book off at your nearest
branch library where patrons are waiting for
the following:

Edge of Evil by J. A. Jance
Even Now by Karen Kingsbury
The Good Life by Jay McInerney
The Last Templar by Raymond Khoury
Manhunt by James Swanson
Marley and Me by John Grogan
Memory in Death by J. D. Robb
The Secret Sister by Elizabeth Lowell
Sunstroke by Jesse Kellerman
The Templar Legacy by Steve Berry

Tena Litherland stacked up
her purchases.

Friends Launch Speakers Bureau, Will Travel
Do you want to know how to arrange
to have books delivered to a homebound
friend? how to order a book online for
delivery to your branch library? A team of
Friends volunteers is available to speak to
local civic organizations, agencies,
churches, or book clubs.
We have a 20-30-minute presentation
on the latest library programs and services
plus local issues affecting the library.

The library has something for
every citizen, and the Knox County
Public Library consistently gets
high marks for innovation and
expertise. Let us speak to your
organization about some of what’s
going on at the library. To schedule,
call the Friends of the Library office
at 215.8775. Or write to us at
<folkcpl@hotmail.com>.

Once again Tess Woodhull
donated her bake sale
income to the Friends.

Best of Friends
Readers Reap
Wilson’s Wit
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When Emily Herring
Wilson spoke at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian
Universalist Church on
March 7, readers and
gardeners flocked to hear
her talk about Elizabeth
Lawrence, whose biography, No One Gardens
Alone, Mrs. Wilson
published in 2004. The
event was the result of
collaboration among
Friends of the Knox County
Public Library, Friends of
the UT Gardens, and the
Hodges Fund of the UT
Department of English.
Below, the author
autographed the book
Grier Novinger purchased
from Carpe Librum
Booksellers that evening.

Something To Ask
Your Candidates
For Commission?
“Do you use the public
library? Why? Are you
aware of the many
excellent services and
programs the library’s 21
facilities provide? Are you
aware of how it is funded
and how much funding the
system receives?* Do you
know that the public
consistently gives the
library high marks for its
service?” *Answer: less
than 2 per cent of the
county budget, no federal
aid, and little state aid.]
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Bound To Be of Service

Home Delivery: Doris Gove’s Specialty
Once a month for 15 years Doris Gove
has delivered materials from the Knox
County library to people who can’t pick
them up themselves They are the
homebound.
Her branch library packs requested
books into a big red bag, which Doris picks
up for delivery. At the moment she serves
two patrons who live in her neighborhood.
By telephone she alerts each client that she is
on her way before she walks to the patron’s
house. They chat for an hour or so, always
enjoy a conversation about the books, and
sometimes even work in a game of Scrabble.
Both of the homebound she visits don’t
get out much because they are in wheelchairs.
Patrons who want or need this service
should be in touch with Kirsten Johnson at
215.8721 at the library. She interviews the
person needing the service and then organizes requested titles or types of books that
the shut-in might enjoy. The service is
available throughout the county.
Doris says that she enjoys her monthly
chats with her clients; it’s always fun to see
what’s in the big red bag, too. The patrons
enjoy their contact with the world of books as
well as with the person who delivers them. So
enjoyable is the service, Doris recalls, that one
patron packed up and left town, taking with
him all the books she had brought him.

Doris Gove and her grandson chat about
creatures in the Smokies, the subject of her
latest book for young people.
In addition to being a Friend of the library,
Doris is also is a prolific writer; she was a
featured author at the Festival of Reading. Her
works about nature for young readers include
One Rainy Night, My Mother Talks to Trees,
Miracle at Egg Rock: A Puffin’s Story, and A
Water Snake’s Year. For adults she has written
Exploring the Appalachian Trail: Georgia, North
Carolina, and Tennessee; and 50 Hikes in the
Tennessee Mountains: Hikes and Walks from the
Blue Ridge to the Cumberland Plateau.
She signed copies of her new title for
young readers, The Smokies’ Yukky Book, at
Carpe Librum on June 10.

At Festival of Reading June 3

Knox County Celebrates a Reading Community
The Children’s Festival
of Reading at the World’s
Fair Park on June 3 invited
readers of all ages to enjoy
the summer with books.
Children and teenagers
were encouraged to sign up
for the library’s summer
reading program. Many
activities and prizes await
those youngsters who
participate.

For the first time,
adults were also challenged to join younger
readers. By registering at
their local branch library
and reading or listening to
four books by July 29,
grownups can receive a
coffee mug and free coffee
as long as supplies last.
The festival was
sponsored by Books-a -

Million, Comcast, Friends of
the Library/Children’s Used
Book Sale, the Knoxville
News Sentinel, and Park Med
Urgent Care Center.
Friend Lauren Bray and
a team of volunteers
managed the sorting,
packing, and selling of some
3,000 children’s used books
which netted the Friends
$1,450.
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Buddy Thomas Helps at Powell Branch
goes to sleep without
allow for community
On a warm and humid
reading.”
June morning there were two activities that are now
Martha Thomas has
impossible in the cozy but
stories at the storefront
been one of the Friends’ best
cramped quarters at the
branch library in Powell.
friends for many years. A
current address. Those
One story is that the
former librarian who
branch in a
retired from Mount
shopping
Olive School after about
center off the
20 years, she volunClinton
teered in the children’s
Highway will
room at Lawson
be officially
McGhee on Sunday
closed on June
afternoons in the days
13, only to live
when Margaret Dickson
again in July in
was in charge there.
a glorious new
After her retirement she
building about
coordinated Friendly
a mile away at
readers in the Head
330 West Emory
Start program. Now, as
Road.
Powell’s Branch Buddy,
The other
Branch Buddies like Martha Thomas acquaint
she has already distribstory is that
patrons with the library system and the
uted brochures about
Martha Thomas,
supporting role of the Friends. Martha stays
the Friends and assisted
the Branch
in touch with Powell’s manager Carol
Swaggerty to see how she can be of help.
with sign-ups for the
Buddy in
Imagination Library.
Powell, will be
She stays in touch with
activities might even include
of great help to Manager
the manager to see what
a book club.
Carol Swaggerty and her
special needs might arise;
Ms. Swaggerty added
staff when the new building
she doesn’t want an already
opens its handsome mission- that the kind of word-ofbusy librarian to have to
mouth advertising that
style doors to its many
make work for her.
Martha Thomas can circulate
clients.
in the community can’t be
Manager Swaggerty
Looking for
beat.
promises to make good use
Ways To Help
Mrs. Thomas speaks
of her Branch Buddy, “the
Your Library?
enthusiastically, for example,
best of the best,” when the
You can help the
about the library’s courier
new facility opens. Mrs.
Friends while enjoyservice, which can quickly
Thomas will be on hand to
ing the reel fun of
provide patrons with titles
help with the opening
Movies on Market
shelved at any one of the
celebration and with other
Square.
programs for adults and kids system’s libraries. Besides,
We’re looking for
the manager confided, the
in the new space that will
volunteers to work at
branch gets “a lot of circulathe concessions
tion out of Carl Thomas,”
Would you like to be a
stand on Fridays in
Martha’s spouse, retired
Branch Buddy? We’re
September and
looking for helping hands from the university’s
October.
chemical engineering faculty.
at all 17 branches.
Call Rachel Craig,
Carl is an avid reader as is
Call the Friends at
Friends coordinator,
his wife. When Martha was
215.8775 for more
at the office at
12 , she was reading Jane
information.
215.8775 to volunteer.
Austen, and now she “never

Best of Friends
New Building
For Powell
Is Glorious

Library Photo by Carol Swaggerty

Just a glimpse of photos of
the new Powell Branch
Library makes it clear that it
will be a splendid place to
frequent. The branch’s grand
opening is set for July 6 at 11
a.m. at 330 West Emory
Road.
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Branch Manager Carol
Swaggerty stays in touch
with her patrons through a
column that she writes for
the community newspaper,
The Powell Post.

All Aboard!
Amy Nachtrab, right, here
with Anna Schaad, center,
and Bess Connally, heads
up Imagination Library in the
county. The trio registered
new recipients at the
Festival of Reading.

Best of Friends
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